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Preface

Before this book went to press, I tested its message with home-schooled 
students in our local area.  It was a class of  seven students.  I did this 
because I wanted to see if  they found certain concepts confusing.  If  
they did, I could make changes.

Though very little was confusing, some clarification was needed.  As a 
result, this book is easier to read because of  them.  (You might be able 
to pick it up through what has been written.)  

But I did this to also see if  it really was going to have an impact on their 
lives. Though I saw changes in them through what they were saying each 
week, I also asked them to write about how this book had impacted 
their lives.  I want you to read some of  their responses to you can get 
excited about what you are about to read.

v   v   v

“I have caught myself  making decisions knowing that what I am doing now will 
return in eternity.  That alone has helped me choose wiser decisions and focus all the 
more on God’s greatness.”

“This class has revealed how nothing, even that which is so desperately 
grim, is outside of  God’s love and His plan on redemption.”

“This class has greatly impacted me in many distinct ways.  One, I have found 
myself  more in love with God Himself.”

“But one thing I would like to change after reading this book is how 
I act when I am put in control or given responsibilities over things. I 

am a person with a chill ‘things happen how they happen–whatever is 
whatever’ attitude and that type of  thinking may not be good for what 
God had planned for me. For example I do not really care if  my room 

is dirty, but my parents do. And it should not be that way because to 
God that could show that I do not have good stewardship over the little 

things.”
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“If  I just spend my life here goofing off, what will I miss out on in eternity?  I don’t 
want to miss out on eternal things in God’s kingdom because I was lazy here.  So 
many people in America tell you to follow your heart and do what you want here on 
earth.  What they don’t realize is that by doing whatever you want and following 
your heart, you’re robbing God of  His glory and giving up your inheritance in the 
process.”  

“I want to go outside of  my comfort zone to glorify Him because I 
know He will receive more glory.”  

“The discussion on Eternity Past hit me hard.  The comfort found in knowing that 
God has always had a plan for my life, even before the angels were created, made me 
change some of  the ways I handle issues in my life, especially trials.  …So when I 
face trials of  any sort, I know now, without a doubt, that whatever happens occurred 
in order to bring God glory.”

“I take my quiet times much more seriously because diving into God’s 
word, knowing Him more and bringing Him glory is what really 

matters.”

“Coming to understand fully that God has Satan on a heavenly leash has changed 
the way I look at the trials I’m faced with.  Satan is not God.  Satan can only test 
me and challenge me as much as God allows him to.” 

“Because of  this class I no longer want to live for here and now (cause 
honestly, it sucks), I want to live for eternity.”

“There is so much pressure from the world to make every moment count when you’re 
young.  The world says ‘You‘ll never be this young again, NOW is the time to live, 
NOW is the time to adventure, and NOW is the time to follow your dreams.  If  
you don’t do it now, you never will.’  I’m a 16 year old from Cumberland, VA with 
no money and no way to escape this prison (High School) that I’ll be held in for the 
next two years….  But now I know the truth.  This world is NOT where I belong.  
There is something so much greater coming.  We cannot fathom how incredible it will 
be.”  
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“Recently I became depressed about life and suicidal. …My family 
tried many things, like going to a counselor, which didn’t work.  I see a 

therapist …they provided temporary relief….  It wasn’t until I took the 
Bible class that I began to allow God to take control of  my life, and as 
a result, my stress level has started to take a turn for the better.  I have 
started to have more joy…  I can’t imaging what my life would be like 

now if  I had ignored the calling to take the class and pushed it off  like it 
was nothing.  My life has truly changed for the better.”

“I want to never forget that the purpose of  my life on earth is not for me to have 
fun and collect as much stuff  as I can.  This life is for learning lessons and for being 
responsible with what we are given so that we will be able to rule and reign over a 
kingdom for Eternity Future.  It is easy to forget that truth during the daily grind.”

“For the past few years, I have been continuously worrying about 
collecting video games.  I was always thinking about games were being 

released and when…it was exhausting.  After taking the class, I began to 
think that this problem was just an idol for me…I have felt God taking 

control of  my worrying which mas made me feel relieved.”

“My relationship with Christ is most important to me and being able to grow it 
through a class like this has been absolutely mind blowing.  I love being able to learn 
new things and dig way deeper than I thought I would ever be able to.  I can’t even 
begin to describe how thankful I am for this curriculum.  I can see now how God was 
going to use this for my good, His good, and most importantly, His glory.”

v   v   v

May your life be as impacted as theirs has been!

Bob Sjogren

 



VI



VII

Table of Contents

Introduction ............................................................. 1

Chapter 1:  To Live Out and Show Off  .............. 3

Chapter 2:  What God “Couldn’t Do” ................ 7

Chapter 3:  God Has Rights  ................................. 13

Chapter 4:  Four Great Reasons ........................... 19

Chapter 5:  Love Loves To Love .......................... 27

Chapter 6:  The Power Of  Choice ....................... 31

Chapter 7:  The Reason God Allows Evil  .......... 37

Chapter 8:  God’s Problem  ................................... 43

Chapter 9:  Why Satan Can’t Repent .................... 53

Chapter 10:  Eternity Future ................................. 63

Chapter 11:  Think Ahead ..................................... 71

Chapter 12:  Why Not From The Beginning?  ... 81

Chapter 13:  Phase 1  .............................................. 87

Chapter 14:  Phase 2  .............................................. 91

Chapter 15:  Phase 3  .............................................. 97

Chapter 16:  A Fictitious Scenario  ....................... 101

Chapter 17:  God’s Glory In My Life .................. 133

Chapter 18:  Lordship  ........................................... 143

Chapter 19:  Practical Steps  .................................. 149

Epilogue .................................................................... 159



VIII



1

Introduction  

There are various themes throughout the Bible.  You can read numerous 
books and commentaries and find the themes of  grace, mercy, 
judgment, salvation, Christ and a multitude of  others.  All, say the 
authors of  those books, are themes found throughout God’s word.

Though they are correct, they are like scientists peering through a 
telescope seeing a part of  the heavens.  What they see is not incorrect, 
but it is very incomplete.  These themes are merely touching on the 
bigger picture of  what God is doing.

This book was written to say that the glory of  God is the primary 
theme that drove God to create any and every thing.  Though this book 
uses simple terms and has simple concepts, it has weighty thoughts 
throughout it. This one theme ties all of  the Scriptures together.  It can 
help you understand why we are here.  Why there is sin.  Why there is 
pain.  Why we are so sinful.  Why Satan was created.  Why hell is eternal.  
Why the angels were created before humans.  It can help you understand 
why we will rule and reign with Christ in eternity.  Nothing else can do 
that—not the salvation of  man, not health and wealth, not Christology, 
not Eschatology.  Only His Glory can.

And until you see this central driving theme of  glory, you’ll never fully 
understand what God is doing and has been doing from Eternity Past.  
This book is designed to help you work through this big picture, I mean 
really, really big, Big, BIG picture of  what God is doing.  

A note about your author—most of  us in the Evangelical publishing 
world are “echoes.”  That means we’ve taken material from various other 
people and rephrased it in a new way that is unique to us.  It is “new” in 
how it has been “packaged.”  This is the majority of  what I do.  It is one 
of  my gifts to the body of  Christ.  I’ll take other theologians’ material and 
“Sjogrenise-It” so that it is palatable to the American audience.  
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This is one of  the first books where I feel that the majority of  the 
material is “fresh insight” given to me by the Holy Spirit.   For some 
reason (in God’s sense of  humor), God has chosen to reveal these 
insights to me.  I certainly didn’t earn it or work for it—or deserve it.  It 
has simply been a gift from God.  I hope I use it wisely.

So, if  you’ve been asking the ultimate questions of  “Why?” like I have, 
move your eyes to the next page and feast on what God has given!

Bob Sjogren
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To Live Out 
and Show Off 

So, you’ve picked up this book to try and figure out not merely what the 
Bible is all about, but also what life is all about as well.  Why did God 
create us?  Why is there a hell?  Why is the devil here?  Why does hell 
exist?  Why does heaven exist?  Why, why, why?

In some ways, the answer is really quite easy.  It completely and totally 
revolves around the glory of  God.  In simple terms, it all starts with 
God’s glory, it all ends with God’s glory, and everything in between 
points to His glory!

Life is about the glory of  God.  (It is not about us!)  It is about God 
living His glory out, displaying it and us enjoying it.  And He does this 
because He loves us.  God is a God of  love.  (Love is a part of  God’s 
glory—that’s why God is glorious!)  Once you have eyes to see this, it is 
so simple and so easy to understand.  But if  your eyes aren’t trained in 
God’s glory, it is also so easy to miss.

Four to One
A key passage that helped me discover the ultimate reason why God 
created is found in Ephesians 2:6,7.  This passage tells us why we are 
saved (and unlocks vast thoughts we’ll explore in future chapters).  It 
clearly declares that there is a reason for our salvation.  That reason was 
set into motion way before Adam and Eve sinned, and you might be 
surprised as to what that reason is.  The text says: 

1Chapter
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And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in 
the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches 
of  His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus.  (Ephesians 2:6,7)

Note the words, “in order that.”  This means there is a reason, a 
purpose, as to why you and I are saved.  What is that reason?

When I am speaking on this passage, I help my audiences begin to 
understand it by asking them to hold their two hands up in the air (as 
if  they’re being held-up at gunpoint).  I then have them count on one 
hand, how many times God refers to Himself  in the purpose clause and 
on the other hand, how many times God refers to us.  Then I read it 
very slowly beginning with the key words, “in order that”:

...in order that, in the coming ages, He might show the 
incomparable riches of  His grace, expressed in His 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

What do they discover?  Four times God refers to Himself.  Once He 
refers to us.  Yet what does the average Christian say or think about 
when they think of  heaven?  “Yeah, baby, it’s all about me!  I’ll be 
walking the streets of  gold.  God has a mansion for me!  He’s done 
everything for me!  What a God!”

Uh, hello, we missed the 80 percent reference 
to God.   How did that happen?  It’s because 
we think heaven and Christianity—in 
general—is all about us.  (The books Cat and 
Dog Theology and A Cat and Dog Look at the 
Cross explain this fairly well.  If  you haven’t 
read them, I highly encourage you to give 
them a read.)

Note this, and note it well.   Christianity is not primarily about us.  Nor 
is heaven primarily about us.  Heaven is primarily about what God gets 
to do.  It is not about what we get.  

Heaven is about 
God showing off/

living out/proving 
His grace, 

far more than it is 
about us getting 

to be there.
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To Show 
And what does God get to do?  Read the text again and begin to 
discover the depths of  what it has to offer.

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in 
the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of  
His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  
(Ephesians 2:6,7) 

God gets to “show” the incomparable riches of  His grace.  The impact 
doesn’t really hit you until you see what the key word “show” means.  
So, what does that key word mean?

If  you were to look at that Greek word “show” you would find that it is 
the word endeiknymi.  It has the following definition:  

1) to point out
a) to show, demonstrate, prove, whether by arguments 
    or by acts

2) to manifest, display, put forth

God wants to “demonstrate” or “manifest” or “put on display” or “live 
out” His grace.  How long does God want to demonstrate this?  He 
wants to do this for the coming ages—forever and ever.  

This Greek verb “to show” (endeiknymi) is the same verb used in Romans 
9:17 where it speaks of  God saying to the Pharaoh: 

For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this 
very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” (Romans 
9:17)

Note, there it is translated “display.”  He wanted to display His power 
so that His name might be proclaimed in all the earth.  In the same way, 
God wants to display His glory.

We also find the same Greek word in 2 Timothy 4:14: 
Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of  harm. 
The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 
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Here it is translated “did.”  It speaks not only of  intent, but also of  
action.  This is the idea of  the word, “to show, demonstrate, prove.”  
God wants to prove or demonstrate or live out His grace forever.

Since a lot of  what most Christians have already learned up to this 
point might be scrambled up a bit, let’s start thinking correctly.  Heaven 
and eternity are not primarily about us being there.  They’re also not 
about what we get.  Heaven is about God showing off/living out/proving His 
grace, far more than it is about us getting to be there.  Though we do have 
to get there for God to “show” His grace (that means, we need to 
develop a relationship with God), it is not about us.  It is about God 
demonstrating how gracious He is! 

But why?  Why is God so intent on “proving” or “living out” His grace?  
Keep reading.  It only gets better!
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What God 
“Couldn’t Do”

In order to understand why God wants to “live out” or “show off ” His 
grace forever, we’ve got to lay a foundation that is simple, yet has great 
implications.

The first part of  that foundation is found in a phrase that my mother 
taught me when I was a little child, and that phrase is this: “God never 
began; He always was.”  God never had a beginning.  From Eternity Past 
He has always existed.  Is this biblical?  Yes, the Bible says:

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the 
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God.  (Psalm 90:2)

The first “everlasting” refers to Eternity Past.  The second “everlasting” 
refers to Eternity Future.  God existed eternally before we were created 
and He will exist eternally into the future.

Also, Psalm 93:2 says:

Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity.

The phrase “all eternity” refers to both Eternity Past and Eternity 
Future.  God never began, He always was.

2Chapter
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Eternity Past Eternity Future

Life As We
Know

It

For the sake of  understanding some simple (yet profound) thoughts, I 
want to graph this for you.  It looks simply like this:

Though it looks like one big line with a dot in the middle, it is actually 
two rays connected together by the dot.  One is on the left, one is on the 
right and the “dot” is in between them.  The ray on the left represents 
an infinite amount of  time we are going to call Eternity Past.  In this 
Eternity Past, not one atom had yet been put together.  Not one angel 
had been created.  It was only God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit happily existing together.

To the right of  Eternity Past there is a dot with two arrows pointing at 
it.  The left side of  the “dot” (where the bottom left arrow is pointing) 
represents when the first atom was put together and when the angels 
were made (who knows which came first!).  The dot itself  represents 
the creation of  everything—the angels, plants, humans—life as we 
know it.  It continues to the right side of  the dot (where the other 
arrow is pointing) when the existing heavens and earth will be destroyed 
and God will make a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1).  
Therefore, the dot represents anywhere from 6,000 to millions of  years 
of  time—depending upon your theological viewpoint!

The ray pointing to the right (which begins at the right side of  the dot) 
represents eternity in the future.  The creation of  the new heavens and 
the new earth will kick off  Eternity Future.  In Eternity Future, we will 
be in our resurrected bodies, and we will be with God forever!

God Never Changes
Now that the first part of  the foundation has been laid, let’s look at a 
second part of  the foundation.  Not only has God always existed, He 
also has never changed.  Scripture points us to this as well and it is not 
hard to discover.  Look at Hebrews 13:8:

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
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“Yesterday” represents Eternity past.  “Forever” represents Eternity 
Future.

 I the Lord do not change.  (Malachi 3:6a)

What that means is that who God was in Eternity Past, God is today.  
And who God is today, God will always be in Eternity Future.  He never 
changes.  The God of  the Old Testament is the same as the God of  the 
New Testament.  And God a billion years ago will be the same as God a 
billion years from now.  

Not very weighty yet, is it?  Keep hanging in there, we’re simply laying 
the foundation.  It gets a lot better. 

We are going to look at the second part of  the foundation we are laying 
by talking about characteristics of  God—but just a few of  them.

•	 1 John 1:5 tells us that God is light.  
•	 1 John 4:8 tells us that God is love.  
•	 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that God is faithful.  
•	 Ephesians 2:4 tells us that God is full of  mercy.
•	 John 1:14 tells us that He is full of  grace.

Remember, He never changes.  So what does that mean?

It means that in Eternity Past, God was light, love, faithful, full of  mercy 
and full of  grace.  It means that now (in life as we know it), God is light, 
love, faithful, full of  mercy and full of  grace.  And it also means that in 
Eternity Future, God will still be light, love, faithful, full of  mercy and 
full of  grace.  (Remember, these are just a few of  God’s characteristics.)

Going Deeper
OK.  The foundation has been laid.  So let’s get a little deeper and 
ask another question.  In which stage was God able to live out these 
qualities?  

I know you may never really do this since you’re just reading, but I’d 
really like you to get a pen and mark on the next page which of  these 
qualities God is able to live out and in which period of  time.  Don’t 
continue reading until you’ve worked on it.  It will help you understand the 
material much better—especially if  you get it wrong! 
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(Thanks, I knew I could trust you.)

                   Eternity             Life Now         Eternity   
        Future             Past

Light 
Love   
Faithful
Mercy
Grace

How Did You Do?
Okay, let’s see how you did.  Let’s start in the middle section titled, “Life 
As We Know It” which represents the dot.

Right now, is God able to be light?  The answer is obviously “yes.”  We 
can see it in the world all the time.  There is evil and there is good.  The 
“good” is light.  God shows His light all the time.  

So, what about the next characteristic, is God able to love?  Again, yes.  
He is loving us and others all the time!  Right now, is God able to be 
faithful?  Yes.  Right now, is He able to be merciful?  Yes.  Is He able 
to show grace?  Yes.  (If  those last two weren’t possible, we’d be in big 
trouble.)

What about Eternity Future?  Will God be able to still be light then?  
Yes.  We will see His glory as He sits on the throne, shining brilliantly.  
Will He still be able to love?  Yes.  His love for us will never stop.  Will 
He still be faithful?  Yes.  He will never let us down in Eternity Future.   
Will He still be able to show mercy and grace?  Yes.  How?  By pointing 
to the smoke that is rising from those who were disobedient and who 
are being tormented, because the smoke will keep rising “forever and 
ever” (Revelation 19:3.)  As we see that smoke, we realize that yes, God 
is still gracious and merciful to us.  We’ll also see it in the scars in Jesus’ 
hands and feet proving the same thing.

Okay, let’s see how you did with regard to Eternity Past?  Remember, at 
this point in time, only God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit existed.  There were no angels, no humans, not one atom had 
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been put together.

So, was God able to be light?  The answer is yes, even if  there was 
nothing to contrast it.  God was, is and always will be light.  So what 
about love?  Was God able to show love in Eternity Past?  The answer 
to this is “yes” because He is Three-in-One.  God the Father loved God 
the Son.  God the Son loved God the Father.  God the Father loved 
the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit loved God the Father.  Jesus loved the 
Spirit.  And the Spirit loved Jesus.  God was able to love without us or 
the angels there.

Was God able to be faithful in Eternity Past?  Yes.  God the Father 
could be faithful in His word to God the Son and visa-versa and the 
same unto the Spirit.

Was God able to show mercy in Eternity Past?  

When I ask this question to my live 
audiences they usually say “yes” quickly 
because they are “on a roll.”  But I stop 
them and say, “to whom?”  They look 
quizzically as if  thinking to themselves and 
say hesitantly, “to us,” and then wait for an 
answer.  I reply, “No, remember, we—nor 
the angels—existed in Eternity Past.”  So I repeat the question.  “To 
whom could God show mercy?”  I wait, still no reply.  They somehow 
feel boxed into a corner at this point and don’t want to say anything.  So 
I help them out.

“Could God the Father show mercy to Jesus?”  They give the obvious 
answer of  “no.”  “Could God the Father show mercy to the Holy 
Spirit?”  Again, “no.”  “Maybe the Spirit of  God had to give mercy to 
Jesus?”  Again, “No.”  Maybe both the Spirit and Jesus gave mercy to 
God the Father?  “No.”  Well who was there to give mercy to?  They 
finally answer, “no one.”

This is the same for grace as well.  Each person of  the Trinity is perfect, 
therefore there is no need to give grace or mercy because each is perfect 
and deserves everything.  

Yet Ephesians 2:4 says He is “full of  mercy.”   And since He never 

God was full of 
mercy and grace in 

Eternity Past.
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changes, it means in Eternity Past (as well as now and Eternity Future) 
He was full of  mercy.  Note, we’re not talking just merciful, rather “full 
of  mercy.”  John 1:14 says He is “full of  grace.” Not just gracious, “full 
of  grace.”  

Now, as a human, what would it be like to be full of  something so 
wonderful (grace and mercy) and not be able to express it?  I asked this 
to one of  my hosts at the church where I was speaking in Dallas, Texas 
many years ago.  He was a doctor and he answered, “Frustrating.”  Yes, 
for humans, it would be extremely frustrating.  It would be like having 
the cure for cancer or the common cold but being locked up and not 
being able to tell anyone.  But if  you’re God who can do anything, it’s 
not frustrating.  Why, what would you do?

Read on!
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            God Has Rights  

Being frustrated is not something God experiences.  Why?  He can do 
all things.  He can do whatever He wants.  He is the Almighty God.

So what would an Almighty God want to do who is full of  mercy and 
grace and unable to share it, or show it, or live it out amongst Himself?  
The answer is easy.

God Creates
He creates a creation that needs His mercy and grace and then puts that 
grace and mercy on display forever and ever.  That, my friend, is one 
of  the key reasons why you and I exist.  And on top of  that, this is the 
reason why you and I are sinful.  Really.  That’s why we are wretched 
sinners.  We’ll find it to be true in a passage in Romans 11:32.  But 
before we allow that passage to impact us, there are two things I want 
you to understand that are found in that verse.  

The text says that we are “bound to sin.” The Greek word “bound” is 
sygklei.  It is defined as:

1) to shut up together, enclose
          a) of  a shoal of  fishes in a net
2) to shut up on all sides, shut up completely

What it means is this; no matter which way you go, whether forward 
or backward, right or left, up or down, you are going to sin.  You can’t 
escape it.  You have been “bound to it” like a prisoner chained to a tree.  

3Chapter
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You are going to sin—and that, of  your own free will.  In other words, 
you were created to have a nature with a free will that chooses to sin.

But right after it, it tells us why.  How do we know that?  It uses the 
word, “so that” or some translations say “in order that.”  This means the 
purpose statement is going to follow as to why we are bound to sin, why 
we are going to sin of  our own free will no matter which way we turn.  
So let’s read the text and find out why!

For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that 
He may have mercy on them all. (Romans 11:32)

Do those words explode in your face?  I hope they do.  It tells us that we 
are sinners because of  what God wants—and gets to do.  He wants—
and gets—to have mercy.  He wants to give it out and live it out.  Why?  
Because for an Eternity Past, He wasn’t able to give it out or live it out 
or put it on display.  Yet He wanted it to happen, because His mercy and 
grace is so wonderful and He was full of  mercy and grace!

That’s Not Fair!
Now when I am at this point in speaking to my audiences I can see a 
reaction just about to explode in their faces.  They want to shout out 
one thing, “That’s not fair.  I’m sinful just so that God can have mercy?”

And the answer is, “yes.”  But here’s the reality of  it.  If  you and I had 
an equal voice with God in Eternity Past, then they are right, it wouldn’t 
be fair.  But you and I weren’t around for God to consult with before 
He made us.  We weren’t there for God to say, “Tell me how you feel 
about this, will you?  Are you going to feel okay being bound to sin so I 
can have mercy?  Will you feel violated? Sullied?  Dishonored?  Talk to 
me please, I want to know how you’re feeling because you have an equal 
say.”  

News flash: we don’t have an equal say.  We weren’t around for God to 
consult. And even if  we were there, God didn’t need to ask us.  He is 
the Creator.  We are His creation.  We are not equal.  We do not have an 
equal say in things.

God lovingly puts it right in our face when He says in Isaiah 45:

What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator.  
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Does a clay pot argue with its maker? Does the clay 
dispute with the one who shapes it, saying, “Stop, you’re 
doing it wrong!” Does the pot exclaim, “How clumsy can 
you be?”  (Isaiah 45:9, New Living Translation)

We are the clay.  He is the potter.  And since the clay doesn’t ask the 
potter any questions, we should not ask God any questions.  He is God.  
He can do whatever He wants.   

Imagine creating your own game with its own set of  rules.  You go to 
the local store where you’ve been asked to debut your game.  The store-
owner sets you up in a corner with the game on the table.  People come 
in.  Some show some interest.  You ask them if  they want to play and 
they say, “yes.”  They start to play the game.  They are interested and 
then excited.  But then, as the game goes on, they say, “I don’t like the 
rules to this game, I want to change them.”  How would you feel?

Most people would feel insulted and 
disrespected.  “I created this game, not you.  
You can’t do that.  I make the rules, not 
you.”  Yet this is what we are doing to God 
all the time.  “I don’t like Your rules God.  
I’m going to change them.”  

But God did set up the rules.  He created 
“the game.”  Look at Psalm 115:

Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him. 
(Psalm 115:3)

Note that it does not say, “Our God is in heaven, He does whatever 
pleases us.” If  it did say that, life would be about us.  But life is not 
about us.  (The sooner we can understand that, the sooner we’ll find our 
true meaning and purpose in life and the sooner we’ll be able to accept 
the fact that we are “bound to sin” for His glory.)

Also notice the fact that it does not say, “Our God is in heaven; He 
does whatever pleases both of  us.”   This would mean that life is equally 
about us and God.  But it doesn’t say that.  It clearly communicates that 
life is about God.

News flash:  

We don’t have an 
equal say. 

 
We weren’t around 
for God to consult. 



16

Life is about what God gets to do.  And what does God want to do?  He 
wants to live out and show off  His grace and mercy forever and ever 
(Ephesians 2:6,7).  Therefore He bound us to sin just so He could live 
out grace and mercy.

Please note, Adam and Eve became sinners when they sinned.  They 
didn’t start off  with a sinful nature.  But as a result, you and I are bound 
to sin when we are born.  This happens when you and I know the 
difference between right and wrong (when we understand God’s word).  
Knowing the difference, we are then held accountable and our nature 
(bound to sin) springs to life and we choose to sin.  Then we die.  This 
is why Paul writes:

I would not have known what sin was had it not been for 
the law. For I would not have known what coveting really 
was if  the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, 
seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 
produced in me every kind of  coveting. For apart from 
the law, sin was dead. Once I was alive apart from the law; 
but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I 
died.  (Romans 7:7b-9)

And it all started with Adam and Eve.  Hence Paul writes: 

For just as through the disobedience of  the one man the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of  
the one man the many will be made righteous. (Romans 5:19)

You might ask the question, “Why did it have to start with Adam and 
Eve?  Why couldn’t it have been a third or fourth generation person 
who sinned and as a result, some of  us would be bound and others of  
us wouldn’t?”

The answer lies in the fact that for some reason, God wants all of  us 
to know and experience His mercy and grace.  I believe He wants this 
because of  the role we will play in Eternity Future as we seek to guide 
and counsel others to honor and glorify Him.  

(There will be much more about that in the book, If  I’m Saved By 
Grace, Why Bother With Works?)
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Does God Have Rights?
But somehow, deep down inside we always want to “fight for our rights” 
(that’s why we cry “That’s not fair!”).   But before we start “fighting 
for our rights,” take a deep breath and ask yourself  a very significant 
question.  

Has it ever occurred to you that God has rights too?  We always want to 
focus on our rights, but what about God?  Does He have rights?  Can 
He choose to do what He wants to do?  The answer is “yes.”  God has 
rights too.  Really, He does.  And His rights are a higher priority than our 
rights.  God has the right to do whatever He wants.  

And what could we do if  we find out that His rights go against/violate 
our rights?  Well, we could ask the human question of  “Who’s bigger?  
Who’s stronger?  Who’s more loving?  Who’s wiser? Who’s more 
perfect?”  But you know we’d lose every time in every category.  

But it’s not about who is bigger or stronger or wiser.  It is about what 
the Initiator—the one who started everything—wants to do.  And 
that would be God, not us.  This is why Genesis 1:1 is so key, “In the 
beginning, God…” God began and initiated everything and anything.    
And He who initiates has all the rights.  This is a part of  what God is 
trying to convey to us in the parable of  the men hired at different times 
and paid the same amount.  The text reads, “Don’t I have the right to do 
what I want…”  (Matthew 20:15)

God has rights.  Not only does He have them, He is exercising those 
rights.  And one of  His “rights” is to create a creation bound to 
sin—and we don’t have any say in it.  (Pretty humbling isn’t it?  But 
remember, it’s not about us.)

Revelation 4:11 backs this up as well.  It says: 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 
they were created and have their being.

That phrase “by your will” can easily (and accurately) be translated, 
“for your pleasure.”  It is for God’s pleasure that we have been created 
and have our being.  How were we created?  Bound to sin.  What 
pleasure does God get?  He gets the pleasure of  giving out, living out 
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and showing off  His grace and mercy to us forever and ever!  He is 
exercising His rights!

Life is not about us.  It never has been.  It never will be.  

Just A Pawn?
“But wait a second,” you might be thinking.  “God is love.  And if  God 
is love, there’s got to be something in there about me and something 
more exciting than just being a pawn for God’s pleasure.”

Well, if  you’re thinking that way, you are both wrong and right. 

You’re wrong if  you think we are more than just “pawns.”  We are not.  
The Scriptures clearly and plainly tell us that we are to be servants of  the 
Most High God.  “Servants” can be seen as “pawns.”  There’s just no 
way around that one—even though we are in His image and Jesus died 
for us.  We are still His pawns/servants.  (This is what Paul is saying in 1 
Corinthians 4:1.)

This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of  
Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries God 
has revealed.  (1 Corinthians 4:1)

But, if  you are to be pawns/servants, you are right in the fact that we are 
blessed to be pawns/servants to a loving God who does love us!  This is 
why we are also called “children of  God.”1  And He’s not in the habit of  
abusing His children—though we are bound to sin.  In fact, it is just the 
opposite.  

As He gets to live out His grace and mercy on us, He also has something 
wonderful in store for us.  It is so wonderful, so utterly amazing, and so 
fabulous, it’s unbelievable.  Remember, it starts out with glory, ends with 
glory, and everything in between points to His glory!

What is stored up for us that is so absolutely, amazingly, wonderful?  
Keep on reading!

1 1 John 3:1
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Four Great Reasons
So just what does God have in store for us?  To truly understand this, 
we need to first understand something about His glory.

When I speak of  God living out His mercy and grace, I seek to make 
a connection between God’s grace, mercy and His glory.  How do I 
do that?  I do it by looking at Moses crying out before God in Exodus 
33:18 saying, “Show me your glory.”  What did God do to show Moses 
His glory?

It wasn’t a blazing light.  It wasn’t a thunderstorm or an earthquake.  
God passed by Moses and proclaimed His name.  And what did His 
name focus on?

I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of  you, 
and I will proclaim my name, The LORD, in your 
presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion.  (Exodus 33:19)

The text later goes on and says:

The LORD, The LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does 
not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of  the fathers to 

4Chapter
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the third and fourth generation.  (Exodus 34:6-8)

The glory of  God is seen in His mercy, grace, compassion, faithfulness 
and love—along with a host of  other qualities.  So when we talk about 
God wanting to “live out” and “put on display” His grace, what this 
means is that God wants to show off  His glory forever and ever!  Make 
that connection, because from here on in this book, we will be using 
grace, mercy, love and glory as interchangeable concepts.

Even though we’ve made the connection between the terms, you may 
still be wondering, “Even though they are a part of  His glory, how do 
we define glory?”  That is a great question and is very difficult.  We 
made our best attempt at it in our book, A Cat and Dog Look at the Cross.  
There we defined it as, “God’s glory is any revelation or expression of  
His excellencies, in His provision, presence, rule, creativity, character 
and/or wisdom.”

It’s a rather detailed definition, which is backed up by many verses of  
Scripture.  Although I made up that definition, I can never remember it.  
It’s too detailed.  But I do remember our “shortened” definition:  God’s 
glory is anything that makes God famous!  Whatever gets you to point 
to God—or see Him in a better way—is His glory.

Did a chirping bird take you into God’s presence?  You just heard His 
glory.  Did a sunset bring you joy?  You just saw God’s glory.  Did 
someone’s kind word encourage you?  You just experienced God’s glory.   
Did God forgive you and show you grace?  You just received His glory.

Anything that points you to God and helps you see Him in a greater way 
is a part of  God’s glory.  And it is that glory that He wants to “give out/
live out/show off/put on display” forever and ever.

Why would He want to do this?  There are four reasons.

Reason Number One 
The first reason is the obvious reason we’ve talked about.  Some aspects 
of  His glory could not have been expressed in Eternity Past.  We’ve 
been over that in the areas of  grace and mercy.  But there are other 
aspects we haven’t talked about.  

John 15:13 tells us, “Greater love has no one than this, that He lay down 
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His life for His friends.”  In Eternity Past, God wasn’t able to live out 
“greater love.”  It was impossible for God the Father to “lay down His 
life” for Jesus or the Spirit.  Why?  Because each person of  the Trinity is 
perfect and worthy of  everything.  You lay down your life for someone 
who isn’t worthy.  But by creating us bound to sin, now God can lay down 
His life.  But He can also do other things.

Now God can shepherd (He is a Shepherd—John 10:14), have 
compassion (Exodus 33:19), lead (Isaiah 40:11), counsel (He is a 
Counselor—Isaiah 9:6) give hope (1 Timothy 1:1), be an example 
(John 13:15), restore (Psalm 23:3), redeem (He is a Redeemer—Isaiah 
59:20), intercede as a priest (Hebrews 5:6, 7:17),  be the author of  our 
faith (Hebrews 12:2), perfect our faith (Hebrews 12:2), be a judge  (2 
Corinthians 5:10 ), love unconditionally (1 John 4:8) and govern (Isaiah 
9:6).  None of  these was He able to do in Eternity Past.

Reason Number Two 
But a second reason is even more important.  Putting His glory on 
display is just the right thing to do because it is so absolutely amazing, 
blindingly beautiful, crazily compassionate, daringly delightful, and 
perfectly powerful, that it has to be put on display.  Why should God not 
display something that is so good?

To look at it another way, what are the other options that God could live 
for?  I can think of  four broad categories:  creation, the angels, humans 
or Himself.

If  He were to live for creation, that’s not wise.  Why?  Because it is 
temporary and going to be destroyed.  Why would an eternal God live 
for something so temporary?

Maybe He could live for the angels?  Well, a third of  them rebelled 
against Him.  That too would not be very wise.

Maybe He is living for us, for humanity?  But why would He live 
for those who are bound to sin and who rebel against Him with a 
100% failure rate?   If  God were to live for us, He would be living for 
something that is sinful or simply put, inferior.  Imagine God bowing 
down before us saying, “Not only will I die for you, but I’ll get off  my 
throne and allow you to sit on it giving you the right to rule the universe.  
You are so awesome, humanity!”  Think about it, if  God did that, He 
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would be committing idolatry.  And if  God commits idolatry, why would 
He be worth living for?  He wouldn’t.  No, God doesn’t bow down to us 
or anyone else.

God doesn’t live for creation, nor the angels—not even us.

When the Scriptures say, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty” 
(Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8), the word “holy” means “consecrated unto 
God.”  What God is communicating by calling Himself  “holy” is that 
God is consecrated unto God—three times!  God lives for His glory.  
Why?  Because it is the only right thing to do.  This is the second reason 
God wants to live it out.  It needs to be put on display because it is the 
only right thing to do.

Reason Number Three
Yet the third, and one of  the greatest reasons God wants to put it on 
display, is found in Psalm 16:11.  It says: 

You have made known to me the path of  life; you will fill 
me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your 
right hand.  (Psalm 16:11)

Did you catch that part about “fill me with joy in your presence?”  Have 
you ever wondered why we will be full of  joy?  Because we will see His 
glory and His glory satisfies—like nothing else.

We were created as dependent people.  We not only need food to stay 
alive and air to breathe (along with a ton of  other needs), but we need 
love from others.  We were not created to be a rock or an island.  But 
even if  we feel like our physical and emotional needs are met by things 
or people, we will still have an infinite void deep inside our souls.  We 
are like a glazed donut: sweet on the outside, but there’s a hole in the 
middle.  That infinite void (hole) can only be filled by God.  We were 
created to be dependent upon God and to enjoy Him.  He created us 
that way.  He wants to fill that infinite hole in our souls.

It is His glory that fills that infinite hole inside of  us.  When we see 
His glory, when it fills up our souls, we are completely satisfied—truly 
happy!  This is what our God wants to do.  This is why He constantly 
points us to Himself.  God loves to create people and have a relationship 
with them—and then make them happy by seeing His glory!  He loves 
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to fill us with joy!  It’s who He is.  It’s what He likes to do.   It’s what 
love does.  And the emptiness of  our souls is fully satisfied when we see 
His amazing glory!  

If  we can fully grasp this third reason, it helps us understand quite a few 
difficult Scriptures.

First, it helps us see why God lets us know that He is a jealous God 
(Exodus 34:14).  When a person thinks of  jealously, they usually think 
of  it in a negative context.  Though much jealousy is negative, it can 
be positive.  If  a husband sees another man trying to get his wife’s 
attention, he becomes jealous.  He moves to save his wife from the other 
man.  This is a good jealousy.  This is what God is.

He is jealous for His own glory and does everything to protect it and 
cause it to shine because it is the only thing 
that brings permanent satisfaction.   (All 
other satisfactions such as sex and drugs are 
temporary.  Only God’s glory is eternal, and 
He knows that our souls will exist eternally.)  
And because He loves us, He wants us 
eternally satisfied and to have an overflowing joy.  Therefore He is going 
to give us, not third best, not second best, but the absolutely very best—
and that just happens to be Himself!   

Therefore, He must protect His glory and get us to primarily focus on 
His glory.  This means that God is jealous for His glory for our sakes.  
If  God allowed us to primarily settle for anything other than His glory 
(second best or third best…), our “satisfaction” would be short-lived 
and certainly not eternally satisfying.  And that wouldn’t be very loving.  
So, in order for God to be a loving God, He has to be a jealous God.  
He is jealous because it is the right thing to do, and He is jealous for our 
sakes—because He loves us!

Secondly, this is why Scripture tells us that Jesus wants to be “marveled 
at among all who have believed” (2 Thessalonians 1:10.)  At first 
it sounds very self-centered.  “Why is Jesus worried about people 
marveling at Him?” we might think to ourselves.  But, when you realize 
that seeing Him gives us joy, the more we marvel at Him, the more joy 
we will have.  And because God is love, He wants us to not only have 
joy, but to have the greatest and most intense joy possible.  Therefore 

This means God is 
jealous for His glory 

for our sakes.  
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Jesus can’t wait to come back and be “marveled at” for our sakes, 
because He is love and His glory satisfies like nothing else and no one 
else.  (Note in Matthew 16:27 that Jesus is going to come back in His 
Father’s “glory.”  When we marvel at Him, we will be marveling at His 
glory, which will make us full of  joy!)

Thirdly, this helps us understand the words of  Jesus in John 17 while He 
was praying to His Father.  He said in verse 24a: 

Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 
where I am, and to see my glory. (John 17:24a)

Again, why would Jesus pray what seems to be such a selfish prayer?  
It’s not because He is selfish.  (Remember, God is love and love doesn’t 
boast or brag—1 Corinthians 13:4) It is because He loves us and wants 
us to see His glory because He knows how eternally satisfying and joyful 
that glory is!  Knowing all of  this, He then prays for us that we would 
see His glory.

Remember, anything we primarily delight in here on this earth will one 
day be gone—be it sports or movies or the internet or drugs or sex, etc.  
It will not satisfy us eternally.  But if  we get into enjoying and celebrating 
God’s glory, that will satisfy us forever!  That is something worth living 
for.   It’s even worth suffering for.  It’s even worth dying for.

No wonder the Psalmist says:

I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word 
I put my hope.  (Psalm 130:5)

I call it “soul waiting.”  It is what I do when I get on my knees and 
don’t say a thing.  I try to block out all thoughts and simply try to wait 
on God.  I’m not really listening for God, I’m just waiting.  Rarely does 
He come in great fanfare.  But because I’ve done it, I know that God is 
pleased.  And so I keep on doing it knowing it is good for me as well.

My wife created a quiet time method called “SOAK.”  SOAK is an 
acronym for what you’ll find at the top of  the next page.

  w
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Sit in silence.  
Try to force everything out of  your mind and wait for 
God.  (2 minutes)

Observe my heart.  
See if  God brings to mind any sin and confess it.  (2 
minutes)

Adoration and Praise.   
Adore and Praise God for whom He is.  (2 minutes)

Knowing God More.  
Read 1 or 2 verses and think about it.  (4 minutes.)

She literally sets the timer on her phone for 2 minutes and then works 
through SOAK.  Therefore, in 10 minutes, she feels like she has met 
with God.  

The fourth reason God wants to live out or put His glory on display is 
so powerful, it takes an entire chapter!
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5Chapter

Love Loves To Love

Odds are you don’t know my wonderful wife, Debby.  As of  the writing 
of  this book, we have been married for 28 years.  And what you need 
to know about her is that Debby is known for loving people.  Everyone 
she comes in contact with she loves.  It doesn’t matter if  it is the check 
out person at Kroger or the Vietnamese woman who is doing her nails 
or one of  the MOPS moms to whom she is a mentor mom.  

Put her in church circles, and she lights up even more!  She teaches 
M&M Kids (Mission Minded Kids) once a month using the m&m’s 
candy. She loves those kids, and they love her.  And sure enough, 
just about every Sunday (whether she is teaching or not) women and 
children flock to her.  “Hi Miss Debby” they say, waiting to get a hug 
from her.   (We’re talking five-year-olds up to young teenagers.)   The 
moms want to be loved by her, too!  Being the driver, I have a long wait 
after church because Debby has so many people who love her, that it 
takes her quite a while to talk to them and love on them as well.

Debby loves people.  She loves loving others.  Having seen this in her 
for 28 years, I have come to a simple conclusion.  Love loves to love.  This 
is what love loves to do.  This is the fourth reason God created.

Love Perpetuates
When I was in eighth grade, I tried to make a perpetual motion machine.  
I did this by trying to align magnets in such a way that they would 
continually be moving—constantly reacting against the pull and push 
of  the other.  I couldn’t make it work, but learned a valuable lesson.  
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There is no such thing as perpetual motion!  But there is something that 
is perpetual: love. It was Peter Kreeft’s book, Three Philosophies of  Life2, 
which helped me understand this aspect of  love.  Love is synergistic.  

He writes:  

Love is perpetually reinforcing: the more we love, the more 
we are loved.  And the more we are loved, the more we love.  
There is no necessary limit to this process.  Even human love is 
potentially infinite, and divine love is actually infinite.  There is 
no upper limit, no wall to love.  And there is no drag, no gravity 
built into love.  When love wears down, that is due to external 
friction, not internal friction:  love itself  has no tendency to wear 
down, it only increases.3  

 
Most people who have “fallen in love” know how this works. As the 
man showers love on the woman, the woman responds back in love, 
which makes the man love her even more.  The more he loves her, the 
more she responds in love.  Hour after hour, day after day, month after 
month it keeps building!  

We know the power of  love in human terms, because we’re human 
and most of  us have been “in love” at one point or another.  We can 
relate.  We have delighted in those moments, weeks or months of  love 
before we found out the other person had faults!  Faults become the 
“external friction” that wears love down.  Though love isn’t perpetual 
among humans because of  our faults, it is with God.  We need to force 
ourselves to imagine how it applies to God—who isn’t human, who has 
no faults, and who is love Himself.4 

Love In Eternity Past
To even begin to get a grasp on how this principle can apply to God, 
we need to remember that God was love in Eternity Past.  This means 
that there has been an eternity in the past that existed before God put 
the first atom together.   If  we can grasp that idea (it is a big one), then 
we can ask a simple question, “What was going on during that time in 
Eternity Past?”

2 Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 1989
3 Ibid page 106
4 1 John 4:8
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A big part of  the answer is seen in the idea that God is love and that 
God is Three in One.  Why are both together so key?

Because God is Three in One, God the Father loved God the Son.  And 
God the Son loved God the Father.  The Father also loved the Spirit.  
The Spirit also loved the Father.  It also means the Son loved the Spirit 
and the Spirit loved the Son. And what Kreeft’s principle tells us is that 
this love was not static.

As God the Father loved God the Son, the Son responded in an even 
deeper love, which caused the Father to love the Son even more.  This 
caused the Son to love the Father even more, which caused the Father 
to love the Son even more.  Their love also grew in their relationship to 
the Holy Spirit.  Although God’s love in the Trinity was always perfect, 
somehow it unexplainably got (and gets) richer.  

Yet the difference between God’s love and 
a couple’s love is in the area of  friction.  
God’s perfect love has no friction.  God 
has no warts.  He has no faults.  He is not 
human.  Because it is friction-free, this 
ever-spiraling-upward Trinitarian love went 
on for an eternity past.  It kept growing deeper, while always being in 
infinite dimensions. We can’t even imagine that much love.  All along it 
was always perfect.  (No wonder Paul wants us to know the height and 
width and depth of  God’s love.5)

Creating A Love Story
So what happens when there is that much love?  I want to suggest that 
though God was completely satisfied in Himself  (as Trinity), being an 
infinite God with infinite love, He chose to create beings to share that 
perfect love.  He did this because Love loves to love.

So God created a love story.  It’s a story that we call life.  It’s a story 
where He spoke, so He could love—unconditionally, along with living 
out and showing off  His glory!  This is the fourth and possibly the most 
powerful reason.

If  you’re at a point where you are feeling unloved, realize that is a lie.  
Even if  your parents hate you and friends have left you, God hasn’t, 
5 Ephesians 3:18

Love is 
perpetual and 

synergistic!
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no matter what you’ve done.  God already had more than 7 billion 
people on this planet but He said, “No, I want one more.  I want this 
precious one,” and so He created you!  God loves you and always will.  
He created you to love on you.  It’s why you’re here.  Love loves to love.  
Rest in that.

Now we have a two-fold understanding to that great question of  “Why?  
Why did God create—anything?”   The answer is like a railroad track 
with two rails.  

The first rail we’ve discovered so far is the fact that God wants to 
live out and show off  His grace and mercy (and many more aspects/
characteristics of  His glory) forever and ever!   Along with inanimate 
objects that show off  His glory, He also chose to create a certain 
animate creation bound to sin just so He could show mercy and grace.  
(Though they seem to contradict each other, they actually don’t and we’ll 
find out how soon.)  

The second rail is the fact that God is love and because love loves to 
love, He created a creation (you, me, us, and billions of  others in the 
world) to love.  And because He is infinite, He has an infinite amount of  
love for each one of  us!  (No matter how many times you cut up infinity, 
there is always an infinite amount left.)  He wanted a relationship with 
us.  This is the second key reason He created.

With regard to humans, He put the two together: bind them to sin but 
give them the reward of  the greatest joy ever imaginable—shower His 
glory and love upon them!  That’s the most loving thing He could do.  
This is what God is up to.
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Showing The Greatness of 
His Glory: 

       The Power of Choice 

As humans, you are I are constantly being bombarded with thousands 
of  other choices throughout the day.  Every choice is essentially crying 
out, “We are more satisfying than God is.”  

As we choose those other choices to primarily satisfy us (such as sex, 
drugs, fame, fortune, the praise of  people, etc.), we aren’t finding true 
satisfaction or the genuine love for which we so hunger.  And if  we are 
settling for something that is temporary and less than the best, it will 
leave us empty for eternity.  And since God is love, He doesn’t want that 
to happen.  (If  He did allow it to happen, He wouldn’t be very loving.)

Therefore, in order to love us in the greatest possible way and give us 
the greatest possible joy, He has to position His glory in such a way that 
it will shine the most.  How does God do that?  How does God make 
His glory shine the most so we don’t settle for less than the best?

There are two things that allow God to put His glory on display in its 
greatest way.  The first is to contrast it.  The second is to have it be 
freely chosen. Contrast shows us that it is the greatest treasure we could 
ever have.  Free choice honors His glory the most and shows its value over 
all other choices.  So let’s discover how this happens by talking about 
freely choosing it.
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The Dating Game
To understand the importance of  choosing God, think about a young 
man ready to marry who meets three young women who could 
potentially become his wife.6  He gets to know each of  them and over 
time makes a choice.  His question is simple, which one is the fairest 
of  them all?  Whatever “rating system” he uses, the one who would be 
chosen in the end will be the fairest.  She will be the one most honored.  By 
freely choosing her over the others, he is declaring through his choice 
that she has the greatest value and worth over the other two.

We honor God and His glory the most when we freely choose Him over 
all the other options that are crying for our attention here on this earth.  
And by choosing Him, we are communicating, “Your glory satisfies 
me the most!  It is in You I find the most love, purpose and meaning.”  
We do this especially when we give up everything to find it.  When we 
choose Him, we are declaring that God’s glory must be really, REALLY 
worth it.  This is what Matthew 13:44 is trying to tell us.  

The kingdom of  heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 
When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 
went and sold all he had and bought that field. (Matthew 
13:44)

The value of  the treasure hidden in the field (God)7 is shown to be so 
great because he freely chose to go and sell all he had!  The freedom 
is found in the word “joy.”  He joyfully did this.  He had a choice.  
By doing it with great joy, he viewed everything he had as nothing 
compared to the treasure (God and His glory).  

This is the way we are to choose God.  As we prize God and His glory 
above all the other choices we have, we are showing His glory to be 
greater than anything else in the world!

But what if  we did not have a free will?  By allowing others to not 
choose God, doesn’t that belittle God’s glory?  Why not just force all of  
us to choose Him?  Would that be even better?

The Love Pill
To show what it would be like to not have free will, suppose one of  
6 My mentor Don Richardson first gave me this analogy.
7 This parable can be seen as both humanity being the treasure as well as God.
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the women in the story above knew she wasn’t going to be chosen but 
desperately wanted to be “the one.”  And what if  she had the option to 
slip a “love pill” into this man’s drink that would cause him to fall madly 
in love with her for the rest of  her life.  Would she do it?  Should she do 
it?

In teaching teenagers for years, I’ve asked this question over and over 
to young ladies.  “Would you want to slip that certain guy you like a 
‘love pill’?”  When first asked, most haven’t thought through it, so they 
ponder the question.  Eventually they realize that it might be fine for the 
first few months or the first few years, but after a while the reality would 
set in.  “He wouldn’t really love me for who I am.  He’d love me because 
of  the love pill I gave him.”   

Deep down inside, a young woman would know that in and of  herself, 
she wasn’t worthy in his eyes.  There would always be a woman out 
there who is more worthy than she.  And heartache would set in for the 
rest of  her life.  She wouldn’t feel worthy 
or lovable.  As a result, her answer always 
becomes “no.”  She wouldn’t want to slip 
any guy a “love pill.”  (Those who have had 
the question posed to them earlier quickly 
cry out, “No way.  Don’t do it.”) We all 
want to be loved for who we are.  If  it is 
forced, it is not worth it.

This too is the way it is with God.  God wants us to love Him for who 
He is.  Why?  Because He is the King of  Glory and wants us to value 
His glory for what it is—infinitely valuable.  God wants us to see that 
His glory is worth everything.  It is the only right thing to do—the only 
loving thing to do.  And once we see that, it will truly satisfy us eternally.  
That is what love wants. God wants to be loved for who He is.  

If  we were all given the “love pill” by God and walked around 
robotically saying, “Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, praise the Lord,” it 
wouldn’t be the kind of  love that God wants to have with us for eternity.  
Though He could do it and have 100% of  humanity worshiping Him, 
it would not show the glory of  God to be infinitely valuable.  In fact, it 
would belittle God’s glory.  It would be as if  God is saying, “I have to 
force them to love me (slip them the love pill) because My glory isn’t all 
that satisfying.”

We all want to be 
loved for who we 

are.  If it is forced,   
it is not worth it.
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The Four Living Creatures
The beauty of  seeing how satisfying God’s glory really can be is seen in 
the four living creatures found in Revelation 4:7,8.  Here is the text:

The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like 
an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like 
a flying eagle.  Each of  the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 
wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to 
come.”  (Revelation 4:7,8)

Note they keep declaring God’s glory “day and night.”  This implies that 
there are no coffee breaks; there’s no lunch break; there’s no sleep for 
them.  They worship God 24/7—forever!

To see the power of  what the four living creatures are communicating, 
think through this question.  “Do you think they have a free will?”

Really, stop and think about it for 30 seconds before you start to read 
the next paragraph.

 

w
If  they do not have a free will, then God had to force someone or 
something to worship Him day and night.  And if  God had to force 
someone to worship Him continually, what God is non-verbally 
communicating is this: “I’m not worthy nor exciting enough to have 
someone be satisfied with me; therefore, I’m going to have to force 
someone to do it.” If  that is the case it doesn’t speak very highly of  God 
or His glory.

If  they do have a free will, then what they are communicating non-
verbally is that God’s very presence and glory is so satisfying, so 
compelling, so soothing to the soul, that they never want to leave God’s 
presence!  Their worship of  God screams to us, “He is worthy!  He 
satisfies.  He is love.  He is amazing!”  This parallels what we found in 
Matthew 13:44 on page 32.

There is one other thing to learn from these creatures.  They are “living” 

?
?
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creatures.  This means their bodies probably have cells that need 
nourishment, both oxygen and food.  But they never break.  They never 
get nourished by drinking water or eating food.  What do we learn from 
that?

Being in God’s presence not only satisfies our soul, but also meets all 
of  our physical needs!  This is why Moses was up on the mountain for 
40 days and nights with no food or drink but came down alive.  God’s 
presence satisfies.  This is the God we worship.  This is what happens 
when we get into the presence of  His glory!

Worshiping in God’s Presence
To encourage a friend named Dan (our church’s worship leader), I sent 
him the above paragraphs about the four living creatures.  He loved it 
and responded.  In his response, he opened my eyes to something new.  
You’ll see below:

This is awesome.  Encouraging as well.  As a Christ 
follower, it is one thing to “read” the Word; it is another thing 
to “meditate” on it.  I appreciate the meditation and healthy 
“thought provoking” questions below.  

It’s amazing how when I feel sick, tired, stressed, weak, etc., 
but make a choice to start worshiping God by myself  or leading 
others (by God’s anointing alone), I feel free and refreshed.  
Last week was a case in point.  I was congested, my throat 
was closed up, on the way to The National (where our church 
meets) to lead worship I thought “How is this gonna go down 
today...probably gonna sound awful” due to me feeling so sick, 
etc.  I prayed and I stepped out on the stage and it lifted from 
me immediately.  As soon as it was over I felt terrible again and 
had to lay down.  Not that rest is bad, but truly, I felt better 
when we were worshiping than when it was over.

What Dan experienced in worship, I have experienced over and over 
again as a speaker.  When I’m on the road and sick, each time I get up 
to speak, I feel great.  Once I’m done, I crash again feeling sick and 
still need lots of  rest.  Up until this point, I had never equated leading 
worship (or speaking) with being in God’s presence, but it certainly 
makes sense.  And when we are there, God shows up and meets our 
physical needs.
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All of  this points to the wonderfully amazing glory of  God that satisfies.  
And although God’s glory abundantly satisfies, this chapter is saying 
that for it to shine the most, it must be freely chosen. (Please note, this 
doesn’t mean we can choose God on our own.  The Scriptures are clear 
about that.  Only God can cause us to freely choose Him.  Although this 
sounds like an oxymoron, it is not.  But this book isn’t being written to 
address that question, so hang in there.)

Following this simple line of  reasoning, a simple conclusion can be 
made.  We must have free will.  Before all of  the Calvinists put this 
book down, that simple line doesn’t at all take away from the absolute 
complete sovereignty of  God.  The Scriptures are clear; we cannot 
choose God on our own.  Yet in our Western mindsets we assume 
it has to be one or the other.  Most of  the rest of  the world says, “It 
can be both.  We can both have a free will and God can be completely 
sovereign—even over our free will.”  I agree with them.  It is a both/
and scenario, not an either/or.  But again, this book isn’t being written 
to address that topic.

Okay, since free will shows the value of  God’s glory to be utterly 
amazing, how does contrast allow God’s glory to shine in the greatest way 
as well?  Read on.
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Showing The Greatness 
of His Glory:  

Contrast:  The Reason 
God Allows Evil

Have you ever gone into a jewelry store and seen diamond rings or 
earrings or a string of  pearls?  Where do they usually place them?  You’ll 
usually see them protected under the glass counter with a black velvet 
cloth underneath them.  Why the black velvet cloth?  Because the black 
velvet cloth will allow the diamonds to shine the most when light is put 
on them.  Contrast makes the diamonds (and any jewelry) shine!

This same power of  contrast helps us see how God’s glory can shine 
the brightest.  In order for His glory to shine as brilliantly as it could 
(thereby allowing those He loved to see His glory and choose it), God 
chose to allow evil in the world.  Please note, God didn’t need evil.  If  
He needed it, this need would communicate that God is insufficient and 
was in need of  something or someone outside of  Himself.  And that 
just is not true.  He chose to allow for evil.  Evil contrasts the glory of  
God.  The more we see how bad evil is and how terrible its results are, 
the more we will see how absolutely amazing, beautiful, awesome and 
incredible God’s goodness and glory are.  The more we see it, the more 
satisfied and overflowing with joy we will be.

If  the whole world were a mountaintop, we’d never know what a valley 
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looked like or how high we were.  Moreover, we will never know how 
white the color white is until we see black next to it.  We will never know 
the power of  love until we see the results of  hatred.  We will never know 
how amazing good is until we see evil. There must be a contrast between 
good and evil to allow God’s glory to shine.  If  there were no contrast, 
God’s glory would become “dull and boring.” 

Does this mean heaven will be “dull and boring” because there is no 
more sin/evil?  Will we ever get to a year in heaven where we’ll say, 
“Been there, done that, got the T-shirt.  Boy, it’s going to be boring 
from here on out.”?   No.  Don’t forget that we’ll see smoke rising from 
hell as those who have not yielded their lives to Christ will ultimately be 
punished forever.

They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence 
of  the holy angels and of  the Lamb. And the smoke of  their 
torment will rise forever and ever.  (Revelation 14:10b,11a)

Seeing the smoke rising from hell will remind us of  God’s grace and 
mercy.  We’ll never be bored. 

Get this straight.  God allows for evil so that His glory can shine the 
brightest.  That in and of  itself  is just the right thing to do.  But, there’s 
a secondary benefit.  The more brightly it shines, the more satisfied we 
are—though it is still not about us!  Remember, it begins with His glory, 
ends with His glory and everything in between points to His glory—
even evil.  

Is Evil A Thing?
But maybe a question you might be asking is, “Can evil be an ‘entity?’  
Can we touch it or feel it?”  And the answer is, “No.”  Evil is not an 
entity.  Evil is birthed when a free will being chooses a way other than 
God’s way.  For example, when a person murders another person out of  
anger or jealousy—that is evil.  But it was the action that made it evil.  
There was no evil that could be “touched” or “felt.”

When someone says, “The world is full of  evil” it does not mean there 
is a dark matter floating around waiting to grab someone and make them 
evil.  Demons can influence you to do evil, but they are beings, not an 
“evil cloud” that you can touch. 
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Are Satan and his demons evil?  In and of  themselves, they are not, 
because they started out as good angels.  But the continual choices they 
make in rebelling against God are evil and as a result, they look to be evil.     

Is This Biblical?
Is this really biblical?  Does God really allow evil?  And is God totally in 
charge of  evil?  The answer is a clear and absolute, “Yes.” Look at Isaiah 
45:7 in the King James Version:

I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things. (Isaiah 45:7)

The word for “evil” in the original Hebrew is the word “ra.” This word 
can be translated “evil” as in “the tree of  good and evil (‘ra’).”  It is 
this text that some people use to prove that God not only allows evil, 
but also creates it.  I am not in that camp. I don’t believe it goes that 
far. Why?  Because it is impossible for light to create darkness.  It is 
impossible for holiness to create evil.  It is impossible for purity to 
create impurity.  

Again, “evil” is not a “thing.”  You can’t touch it.  You can’t bottle it.  
You can’t drown it.  Evil is the result of  the free will action of  others.

So how do we resolve this in the word choice the King James Version 
chose?

There are other translations of  that original Hebrew word “ra.”  It 
can be translated as “wicked,” “bad,” “hurt,” “harm,” “ill,” “sorrow,” 
“mischief,” “displeased,” “adversity,” “affliction,” “trouble,” “calamity,” 
“grievous,” “misery,” and “trouble.”8  

Using one of  those definitions, God doesn’t actually create “evil.”  He 
creates disasters or calamities, which are the result of  evil—but He 
doesn’t create evil itself.  That is outside of  who He is.  His free will is 
perfect and will never allow him to do anything that is evil.  Therefore 
God doesn’t create/do evil, but He allows for evil to exist by giving others 
free will.  

Though we never have shadows until we have light, the light doesn’t 
cause the shadow.  Something blocking the light (free will choices 
8 http://carm.org/does-god-create-evil
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outside of  God’s will) causes the shadow.  But the only reason we know 
there is a shadow is due to the light.  

God knew that by allowing rebellion 
through free will, there would be 
something outside of  Himself.  Being 
good, perfect, holy and righteous, 
anything in contrast to Himself  must 
be defined as evil.  Remember, it is 
impossible for light to create darkness.  

God doesn’t murder.  God doesn’t rape.  God doesn’t kill or cheat.  God 
doesn’t create anything in contrast to Himself.  But by allowing free 
will, God allowed for evil.  It is the free will of  beings that brings about 
murder, rape, killing, cheating and a host of  other evil choices.  This is 
why the NIV translates Isa 45:7, “I the Lord create disaster” and not, “I 
the Lord create evil.”  

Mark it firmly in that organic CPU in your head.  By giving angels and 
humans free will, God has allowed for evil.

“But God, why would You even allow evil?” we want to yell to God 
from a people-centered theology.  “Don’t You know how much pain 
You’re going to inflict in people’s lives by allowing evil on the earth?  
Don’t You care about people?”

“Oh,” I believe God would say.  “I do care about them with an infinite 
love—more than you’ll ever know.  But it’s not primarily about them.  
It’s about My glory.  And this will be the best way for My glory to shine 
and the best way for them to have the greatest joy eternally.  I, the Lord, 
allow for evil.”  Mark it down clearly in your mind, God allows for evil 
to be a part of  this world.  

Is God In Control of Evil?
“Okay, Okay” you might be thinking.  “He allows for evil.  But is He in 
control of  it?”  

The context of  Isaiah 45:7 does point us in that direction.

In this context, God is going to release His own people from the 
70 years of  captivity they have been in and bring them back to the 
Promised Land.  Through this redemption, they will see His glory in 

By giving angels 
and humans free 
will, God allows 

for evil.
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greater ways and experience a true, eternally satisfying joy.    

So just how does He bring about the release of  His people?  Does He 
have His people revolt through supernatural strength and power (like 
Samson) and overthrow their captors?  No.  Does He have them blow 
trumpets like He had them do at the walls of  Jericho?  No.  He does it 
in a very unique way that glorifies Himself  greatly.

He moved in the heart of  a non-Jewish king (the king of  Persia) to free 
God’s people.9  He (God) will have Cyrus (a Gentile king who doesn’t 
worship Him) defeat the nation holding God’s people captive.  Cyrus 
will then tell the Jews to go back to Jerusalem.  This brings about God’s 
global purpose for God’s great name and for God’s people.  

But note, Cyrus is going to do it by force.  Fierce battles will need to be 
fought.  Yes, there will be death.  Yes, there will be destruction.  Yes, it 
is evil—it is an absolute disaster.  Yet God is bringing this about.  He is 
the catalyst behind all of  this disaster for His great name and is using a 
people who don’t even worship Him!  No wonder it says in Proverbs:

In the Lord’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of  water that 
he channels toward all who please him.  (Proverbs 21:1)

Make sure you capture the significance of  this.  God uses kings who 
don’t even know Him—who are driven by pride to conquer—to 
establish His purposes and name and to reveal His awesome glory. God 
uses their ambition—for His glory.  Remember, it is first and foremost 
about His glory.

This means that God not only allows evil, but is totally sovereign over 
evil as well.  Evil, though freely chosen, cannot be exercised outside of  
God’s purposes.

While teaching this to the homeschool students, one response came back 
in their papers multiple times.  They said, “This is helping me answer 
questions that people give me all the time.”  The greatest question they 
got was, “Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?”

Now they know the answer is simple.  Bad things happen (to good and 
bad people) because of  free will.  Adam and Eve’s free will choices 
9 2 Chronicles 36:22,23
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brought about a curse to the ground, resulting in cancer and various other 
diseases which God allows for His glory.  Free will also explains why 
people hurt others—be it rape, murder or other terrible choices.  God 
has given them a free will to act any way they want.  Sometimes they are 
influenced by demons, other times it is their own selfishness that is being 
lived out.  Either way, He doesn’t override their free will.  But He will 
always be sovereign over their free will.

Corrie ten Boom showed God’s sovereignty graphically when she was 
alive, traveling and speaking.  She was a woman who experienced living in 
a Nazi concentration camp and survived.  After the war, she spoke about 
what God had done in her life and could do in her audience’s life.  To 
vividly show this, she carried with her a tapestry.  As she held it up, on the 
one side it looked like a bundle of  spaghetti.  “This,” she said, “is what we 
see here on this earth.  We do not know what God is doing.  All we can do 
is trust Him.”

Then she would turn the tapestry to the other side and you would see a 
beautiful design of  a crown.  “When we get to heaven,” she would con-
tinue, “this is what we’ll be seeing.  We’ll see God’s sovereignty over what 
looked like a big mess in our lives.  It will point to Him and His glory!”  
(The back and front of  the tapestry is seen below.  Sorry it’s in black and 
white.  It looks a whole lot better in color! )

God is sovereign.  All evil contrasts His glory and can point us to His 
glory—if  we have eyes to see it.  

But let’s not get sidetracked from the big picture of  this chapter.  
Contrast points to God’s glory in one of  the greatest ways.  The more we 
see evil lived out in the lives of  people around us, the better God’s glory 
looks.  The better it looks, the more we want it.  Evil exists because God 
wants it to contrast His glory. 
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God’s Problem

If  any person doubts that we have a free will, there is a simple little 
test.  Look to see if  anyone has chosen something other than God to 
satisfy themselves.  If  they choose something other than God, they are 
rebelling and it is proof  that people have a free will.

A free will love is what God wanted from the very beginning, a free will 
love that would be genuine and authentic.  This is the special love He 
wants with you and me.  But God had a problem.

In order for someone to choose to rebel against God, one needs to be 
tempted to choose evil.  Yet according to James 1:13, God cannot tempt 
anyone.  This was His “problem.”

What should God do?

The Tempter
God chose to have a tempter.  He wanted someone who could tempt 
mankind to fall away from Him, to rebel against Him, to choose 
someone or something other than Him.  So what did God do?

Should He make a rebellious devil that was instantly created solely 
for the purpose of  tempting us? God could have done that.  But that 
would mean that the tempter wouldn’t have had a free will.  And if  he 
never had a free will, that wouldn’t show God’s glory to be absolutely 
completely sovereign.

8Chapter
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But by giving the tempter a free will and using him as a tempter would 
be far more amazing (showing more of  His glory) than simply creating 
him as fallen.  A created free will being who fell and became a tempter 
would shine God’s glory in a far greater way.  (Remember, it begins with 
His glory, ends with His glory and everything in between points to His 
glory.) 

I want to propose to you that this is exactly what God did.  In order to 
put His glory on display the greatest in creating a tempter, the tempter 
would need to have a free will.  That shows the absolute sovereignty and 
power of  God through it all.

Creating A Tempter With A Free Will
So what was God’s first step?  Did He create the angels first, then 
humans?  Did He create humans first and then the angels?  Did he 
create them simultaneously?

The Scriptures point to the fact that God created the angels first.  This 
is because the angels gave a “shout of  joy” 10 when God created the 
earth’s foundation—hence they had to be there first!  And when God 
created the angels, He created them with a hierarchy.  In that hierarchy, 
there was one greater than them all.  His name was Lucifer.  He started 
out as a good angel.  According to Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:12-
1911, He was created “perfect in beauty and wisdom” and was somehow 
given an exalted position of  authority in the government of  God.  
Donald Barnhouse believes Lucifer’s job was to receive the praise of  
angels and pass that praise on to God.12  Other theologians believe Satan 
was somehow in an administrative position, highest in the government 
of  God, having authority, managing, advising and directing other angels.  
The text doesn’t give us a clear answer.  Whatever his role, this happened 
over a period of  time.  (No one knows how long this took place except 
God and the angels.) 

And through all of  this, Lucifer was perfectly loved by God.  God 
held nothing against him.  He didn’t withhold one blessing from him.  
Lucifer knew perfect, unconditional love—just like Judas.13 

10 Job 38:7
11 If  you haven’t watched my teaching on this, go to www.ourjourneywithhim.
com, sign in as a  guest, and then click on the series titled, “Satan’s Dream.”
12 The Invisible War, Donald Barnhouse
13 We know Judas was loved perfectly because when Jesus said “one of  you are 
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But somehow, somewhere, at some point in time, something happened 
as Lucifer executed his responsibility before God.  Even though he was 
loved perfectly, pride got the better part of  him.  (See 1 Timothy 3:6.) 
Lucifer began to ask himself  a question, “Why should I be second to 
this God?  I’m perfect in beauty and perfect in wisdom.  I think I’m 
better than Him.”  Pride became his downfall.  Remember, he never 
knew a lesser state.  He wasn’t born totally dependent upon a mother for 
life.  He didn’t have to learn to crawl or walk or speak.  Instantly he was 
perfect in His ways on the day he was created.  Yet with all of  that, he 
wasn’t satisfied with what he had.  He wanted more.  He wanted to be 
like God.14

This lack of  satisfaction and desire for more brought about the first 
rebellion in creation.  This is where original sin first takes place.  (It 
wasn’t with Adam and Eve.)  Lucifer rebelled against the Almighty and 
God kicked him out of  his governing position.  And if  we understand 
Revelation 12:4 to be an indication of  what happened, one-third of  all 
the angels chose to follow Lucifer in His rebellion.  (What in the world 
were those angels thinking????)

“Well, wait a second,” you might be thinking to yourself.  If  Satan didn’t 
need a tempter to fall, why does humanity need a tempter to fall?”  That 
is a good question.  The answer lies in the fact that Lucifer was instantly 
created perfect in all his ways.  We weren’t.  We are created as babies, 
totally dependent upon a mother.  We wouldn’t fall into pride as Lucifer 
did.  God wanted us to have a tempter.  

The Gap Theory
Now, depending upon which theologian you read, this happened 
somewhere between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2 and is known as the 
“Gap Theory.”  Something huge happened between those two verses 
and this is where Lucifer switched from a good angel to a bad angel.   
This “Gap Theory” was established by putting two verses together.

The first is Isaiah 45:18.  It says:

For this is what the Lord says—He who created the 
heavens, He is God; He who fashioned and made the 

going to betray me” (Matthew 26:21), the disciples were clueless as to who it 
would be.  Therefore Judas had to have been loved unconditionally.
14 Isaiah 14:12-14
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earth, He founded it; He did not create it to be empty, but 
formed it to be inhabited—He says: “I am the Lord, and 
there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:18)

The word “empty” is a Hebrew word, towhu.  Out of  the many 
definitions, towhu can be defined as “place of  chaos.”  If  we use this 
definition (out of  the many possible definitions), Isaiah 45:18 takes on 
a whole new meaning.  It is because of  this possible definition, that the 
translators of  the RSV version translate Isaiah 45:18, 

For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens 
(He is God!), who formed the earth and made it (He 
established it; He did not create it a chaos, He formed it 
to be inhabited!): “I am the LORD, and there is no other.  
(Isaiah 45:18 RSV)

If  the use of  this possible definition holds true, and God did not create 
the earth as a chaos, how can verse 2 of  Genesis chapter 1 say, “it was 
towhu—chaos”?

The better rendering of  verse two could be, “it became chaos.”  Did you 
note the difference?  It wasn’t chaos to begin with, but it became chaos.  
God didn’t create the earth as chaos, but it became chaos.  How did it 
become chaos?  By Lucifer rebelling and seeking independence from 
God.  With a third of  the angels following Lucifer, the earth was in 
chaos.  The original Prime Minister of  God’s government rebelled.  He 
wanted independence from God and a third of  the angels followed him.  
Original sin had entered creation.  

All of  this happens between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2 is what is 
known as the “Gap Theory.”

Did God set Lucifer up to fall?  Was it a set up the whole time?  Yes and 
no.  No, in the fact that Lucifer has a free will and didn’t have to chose 
to rebel.  Yes, in that God wanted him to fall to have a tempter for 
humanity.  

Is the “yes” part of  that answer fair?  Learn this, and learn it well: life 
wasn’t designed to be fair.  The Creator designed life so He could live 
out and show off  His glory.  Life is about what He gets to do.  It’s not 
about us.  The apostle Paul knew of  people who had this thinking as 
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well regarding their own sin.  They were asking, “Why does God blame 
us if  this is His whole idea to begin with?”  He wrote to them in the 
book of  Romans saying the following.

19 One of  you will say to me: “Then why does God still 
blame us? For who is able to resist his will?” 20 But who 
are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what 
is formed say to the one who formed it, ‘Why did you 
make me like this?’” 21 Does not the potter have the right 
to make out of  the same lump of  clay some pottery for 
special purposes and some for common use?  22 What if  
God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his 
power known, bore with great patience the objects of  his 
wrath—prepared for destruction?  23 What if  he did this to 
make the riches of  his glory known to the objects of  his 
mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— (Romans 
9:19-23)

We can’t talk back to God.  We can’t say, “This isn’t fair.”  God can do 
whatever He wants to show off  His glory in any way that He chooses.  

Now that Lucifer’s rebellion had taken place, God had the stage set.  
Even though Lucifer had fallen, God still saw it as “good” (Genesis 
1:10).  He had good angels to serve Him and bad angels to be tempters.  
He now set out to form His second “category” of  creation, humans—
those He wanted to not only love and who 
would love Him back freely, but those who 
would become the bride of  His Son, Jesus.

Starting with the first two, Adam and Eve 
(and all future humans) could now choose 
to do good or be tempted by evil and choose to rebel.  Humanity 
(bound by sin) chose to rebel.  God wanted it this way for reasons we’ve 
already discussed.  Adam and Eve ate the fruit.    Their actions proved 
one thing: people have free will.  God’s glory could now be rejected, 
or freely chosen and embraced as a treasure, a pearl of  great value.  
Remember, it’s all about the glory of  God!

Creation Without A Tempter?
To further understand why God wanted to have a tempter and have 
humanity bound to sin; imagine God creating all of  creation with a 

We can’t talk back  
to God.  We can’t 

say, “This isn’t fair.”
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free will in frail, fragile bodies without the tempter and without being 
“bound to sin.”  They would be freely worshiping Him as they see how 
powerful, good and satisfying He is.  They would never rebel because 
they know their frailty and they see that His glory is too great and 
satisfying.  Not one of  them would fall or rebel.15  (Most people wonder, 
“Why didn’t God do it this way?  Why all of  the sin and junk life has to 
offer?”)
   
Five things would be “bad” about that scenario.

First, God would never have had the chance to show off/live out/
display His mercy and grace.  And that is something He wanted to 
put on display forever and ever.  And it is what He has chosen to do.  
Remember, He is in the heavens and does whatever pleases Him (Psalm 
115:3).  He has rights.  Life is not about us.  Hence we have been bound 
to sin and there is a tempter.

Second, without a tempter, there would be no guarantee that 100% of  
humanity would fall.  Some might think, “We’ve already got ‘the lust of  
the flesh, the lust of  the eyes and the boastful pride of  life,’16 isn’t that 
enough to cause people to fall?  Why was there a need for a tempter 
beyond those?  Wouldn’t we fall due to those alone?”  

I believe the answer is, though many of  us would fall to the lusts 
described above, not all of  us would fall.  God wanted all of  us to 
experience His grace and mercy, not a minority, nor simply a majority.  
He wanted all.  Our first-hand knowledge of  His grace and mercy will 
play a vital role in Eternity Future!17  Having a tempter would ensure 
that all would fall (from Adam and Eve on) and as a result, all can 
experience God’s grace and mercy and fulfill their vital Eternity Future 
role.  Hence, the “lust of  the flesh, the lust of  the eyes and the boastful 
pride of  life” become tools that God allows the Evil One to use.

Third, if  all humans worshipped God freely and never fell, they may 
not have believed that they had a free will, because no one ever would 
have fallen. One fall had to happen in order to prove that free will was 
actually in effect.  Lucifer’s fall was a fall from an angel endued with 
15 Lucifer wasn’t like this, because his body wasn’t frail and fragile.  It was 
instantly beautiful and powerful, endued with great wisdom.  
16 1 John 2:16
17 Read my other book, If  I’m Saved By Grace, Why Bother With Works?
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great power and wisdom.  His “testimony” wasn’t enough.  People 
(brought into this world as frail, feeble babes) had to fall as well for us to 
fully believe it and to play our role in Eternity Future.  And since it was 
God’s will for all of  us to have the potential to experience God’s grace 
and mercy, it needed to be Adam and Eve from the very beginning.  
Having a future generation fall wouldn’t be good enough.  He wants all 
of  us to play our Eternity Future role.

A fourth reason that we needed a tempter is to see the contrast between 
good and evil.  Seeing that contrast makes God’s glory shine ever 
brighter.  The brighter it shines, the more we value it and want it.

Finally, if  no one ever fell, very little “price” would have to be paid to 
freely choose God’s glory.  Hence if  no “price” were paid (selling all you 
have to find the treasure), the glory of  God would not shine as brightly 
as it could because it wouldn’t be shown to be very valuable.  What’s so 
great about something everyone can have for free?  That isn’t valuable.

For the glory of  God to shine its brightest, there had to be a fall, there 
had to be a tempter.

Satan Was Created
Is this also Biblical?  Does the Bible clearly 
spell out that Satan has been created for 
God and is being used by Him?  Or has 
there really been an eternal struggle between good and evil?

Let’s look at a simple passage that will hopefully put to rest any thoughts 
about there being an eternal struggle between good and evil.  We find it 
in Colossians 1:15-17.  It says these words (speaking of  Christ):

15He is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 16 For by Him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for 
Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Note the words “all things” that verse 16 says were created. Let’s see 
which of  these references would be references that speak of  Satan.  
How about the phrase, “things in heaven and on earth?”  Think 
through it.  Is Satan at times in heaven and earth?  Answer:  yes!  He 

Jesus created 
Satan.  He had a 

beginning.
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qualifies for that one—that part of  the verse references him. That in 
and of  itself  would say Satan was created.  What about “visible and 
invisible?”  Satan is invisible to our eyes, “yes.”  That part of  the verse 
references him as well, more proof.  How about “thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities?”  Could that refer to Satan?  Without a doubt, 
yes!  Satan has power, he is a ruler, and he has authority.  All of  these are 
referencing Satan.  

Then look at how verse 16 begins to wind down.

All things were created by Him…. 

It can’t be any plainer than this black ink on this white page.  Twice the 
text says that all things were created by Christ.  Once was enough.  But 
God is emphasizing it by repeating it: once at the beginning of  verse 16 
and once at the end of  verse 16.  Mark it clearly in your mind: Christ 
created Satan.  Satan had a beginning.  He has not independently existed 
apart from God forever.  This is clear evidence that there has never been 
an eternal struggle between good and evil.

But the text goes on and says,  “All things were created by Him and for 
Him.”  “For Him?  You mean there’s a purpose for Satan?”  Yes, that’s 
right.  Satan was created “for God.”  But how? Why?  That’s what this 
chapter has been about.  His purpose was/is to tempt humanity.  Then as 
people rebel, God can show mercy and grace when they repent.   Then it 
can be proven throughout the future ages that people freely chose God of  
their own free will and gave up much (the temptations of  this world) to 
choose Him.  All of  this shows how valuable His glory really is.

Satan Is On A Heavenly Leash
This information on Satan being created by God for a purpose can 
be so freeing.  Back in the spring of  2012, my youngest son, Hunter, 
graduated from high school.  During his homeschool graduation 
ceremony (with twelve other graduating homeschoolers) he and another 
young lady were voted on by other homeschoolers to give a speech.  The 
other young lady who spoke talked about a class Debby and I taught on 
the glory of  God.  In it she said one of  the greatest things she learned 
was that “Satan was on a heavenly leash.”  That, she said, gave her such 
freedom as she wrestled with her own learning disabilities knowing that 
it wasn’t a mistake on God’s part and that He was completely in control.  
Where did my wife and I learn to teach that Satan was on a heavenly 
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leash?  We learned it, not only from Colossians 1:15-17, but also from 
the book of  Job.

If  you read Job chapter one, it was God who called Satan into His 
presence.  It was God who initiated the conversation about Job.  It was 
God who gave permission for Satan to inflict pain in Job’s life.  It was 
God who later gave more permission for Satan to touch Job’s physical 
body without taking His life.  

Through all of  this, God gave Satan limits.  In chapter one, God said, 
“You can only go so far.  Don’t touch him.” And in chapter two, He 
said, “You are not allowed to kill him.” God was in complete control.  
Satan can’t do anything without God’s permission.

No wonder Proverbs says these words:

The eyes of  the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the 
evil and the good. (Proverbs 15:3 ESV)

Satan is a puppet.  He is on a heavenly leash.  What is His specialty?  
Tempting us to choose second and third best instead of  God’s glory.  
By getting us to do that, it makes it look like God’s glory is “less than” 
whatever we are choosing.  “Sex is better than God’s glory.  Drugs 
are better than God’s glory.  Cheating brings me more satisfaction 
than God’s glory.”  This belittles God and robs Him of  the glory He 
rightfully deserves.

Realize the implications of  this.  God created Satan to belittle God’s 
glory for God’s glory.  God is amazingly, completely in control.

God will always use Satan’s actions for His glory.  And He has certainly 
done that.  He created a tempter with a free will, who once worshipped 
Him freely, but fell due to pride.  Then he was cast down as the prince 
of  this world.  He is now allowed to freely roam the earth tempting 
humanity, but God constantly overrules the tempter’s actions when He 
needs to—for His glory.  

But what about the two-thirds of  the 
angels that didn’t fall, what’s their 
purpose?  Their purpose is simple.  They 
are to serve God and to be His servants, 

God created Satan 
to belittle 

God’s glory 
for God’s glory.
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obeying Him and as well working in our lives.  As His servants, they 
protect us from the one-third of  the angels that seek to tempt us and 
harm us. 

The angel of  the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 
and he delivers them.  (Psalm 34:7)

Sickness, Disease and Death
God can always use Satan’s actions to point us to Himself.  But knowing 
how people have a tendency to put Him on the back burner, got brought 
about a curse from Adam and Eve’s sin that He can also use to point us 
to Himself.  He cursed the ground.  In cursing the ground, God allowed 
something else into the world: sickness, disease and even death.  

Sickness, disease and death are some of  God’s greatest tools to get us to 
look to Him.  Think about it, when do most people call out to God? It 
is when life is going bad.  After 9/11, the churches were packed.  Two 
months later when things got back to “normal,” church attendance 
began to wane again.  You can find the same phenomena with sickness.

When people are healthy and life is going well, God usually isn’t that 
high of  a priority in their lives.  They are seeking God half-heartedly 
and usually wanting God’s blessings more than Him.  God doesn’t want 
this—for Himself  or for them.  But when that person gets cancer or 
ends up in the hospital for any other reason, they run to God quickly.  
They’ll spend more time with God than ever before.  And that builds 
their relationship with God—the very reason they were created for!

Does God want us sick and dying?  No, it won’t be that way in heaven.  
But here on earth, He allows for it and uses it to draw us closer to 
Himself.  Sometimes He creates the sickness in a person; sometimes it 
happens naturally as a result of  the curse.  Even godly people get sick.  It 
draws them even closer to Himself  and makes them even more like Jesus.  

God created sickness and death to draw us closer to Himself.

v  v  v

But if  you’ve thought long and hard about Satan, a perplexing question 
comes up.  If  Satan has a free will, why can’t he (and the other angels 
who fell) repent like we can?
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Why Satan Can’t Repent

There is one more issue that the glory of  God can help us understand.  It 
is an age-old question that I always wondered about as a child.  And that 
was this:  Why can’t Satan repent?  We can repent, why can’t he repent and 
the angels that fell with him repent?  (Not that I’m a big fan of  Satan, but 
it never seemed fair that we can repent and he can’t.)

To Whom Much Is Given...
To find the answer to this, we must begin with a simple biblical principle 
found in Luke:

From everyone who has been given much, much will be 
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.”  (Luke 12:48b)

This principle pretty much speaks for itself.  If  God has given you a 
tremendous amount of  blessing, God expects a lot of  you. If  you are 
financially blessed, He is expecting you to give a lot of  your money away.  
If  you have great wisdom in life and God’s Word, He wants you pouring 
your life into others.  If  you have much authority, He expects you to 
exercise that authority with the attitude of  a servant, not lording it over 
them.  

Whatever you have been given, God expects much from you.  To whom 
much has been given, much is required.

We find this concept also in Romans:

9Chapter
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We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of  us. If  your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; if  it is serving, then serve; if  
it is teaching, then teach; if  it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if  it is giving, then give generously; if  it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if  it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
(Romans 12:6-8)

Whatever you’re supposed to do, do it spectacularly!  This is what God 
wants.

Yet there is an opposite side to this as well.  If  we disobey when having 
been given much, there is a greater penalty than if  we had not had it.  
Therefore, in Luke, chapter 12, we read:

That servant who knows His master’s will and does not get 
ready or does not do what His master wants will be beaten 
with many blows. But the one who does not know and does 
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.  
(Luke 12:47,48a)

Note the “many blows.”  It comes to the one who “knew” His master’s 
will but did not get ready.   Knowing the Father’s will means you have 
great “insight.”   If  we disobey great insight that is given to us, we will 
be punished severely.  With great insight comes great responsibility, but great 
insight disobeyed results in a great penalty.  (This is why James says 
teachers are judged more strictly—James 3:1.)  

We find this concept when Moses cried out to God “Show me your glory.”  
What was He asking for?  He was asking for tremendous insight.  He 
wanted to know God and His glory in a personal, face-to-face experience.

God said that He was going to cause His goodness to pass in front of  
Moses, but He added an addendum:  

“But,” He said, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see 
me and live.”  (Exodus 33:20)

With the insight of  knowing and seeing God, it would take us to a point 
of  such accountability that our mortal-earthly bodies would not be able 
to handle it.  We would instantly die.  This is why God says, “No one 
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can see God and live.”

What does this have to do with Satan?  

Well, let’s consider what insight Satan (and the angels that fell with Him) 
had right before they fell.  They were in the very presence of  God.  
They were seeing Him face-to-face.  They saw His glory.  They saw 
His power.  They experienced the fullness of  joy anyone experiences in 
His presence (Psalm 16:11.)  They knew the unconditional love of  the 
Father.  They knew His will.  He was their great treasure and delight.  
They had great insight.  (Whereas we walk 
by faith and not by sight, they walked by 
sight and not by faith.)

Yet with all that insight, they rebelled.

This “perfect storm” of  great insight 
and rebellion took them beyond a point of  repenting which Don 
Richardson taught me to call the “threshold of  repentance.”  To help 
you understand the “threshold of  repentance,” I’m going to make up a 
totally bogus “scale,” which will hopefully make this clearer to you.

The Scale
Let’s say seeing God face-to-face and knowing Him perfectly is a “100” 
on a “1-100 Insight Scale.”  It is the total amount of  insight any being 
can possibly have. Only each member of  the Trinity has the “100 rating” 
when it comes to knowing each other.  They know each other perfectly 
because they are One.  Every other created being is finite and cannot 
know an infinite God perfectly.  Hence they have something far less 
than that—especially since they are finite and God is infinite.

All humans have varying degrees of  “insight” with God as well—yet 
their number on the scale is extremely low.  Let’s say atheists have a “2.”   
Agnostics maybe have a “2.5.”  Nominal Christians may have a “5” or 
“6.”  Strong believers may have a “15” or “20.”  Let’s say Billy Graham 
or Andy Stanley have a “35.”  (Totally random numbers on a totally 
made up scale, I know, but keep hanging in there.)

We all have a certain amount of  insight that puts us on that scale.  Only 
God knows what it is for each one of  us.  

Satan knew so 
much, yet 

still chose to
rebel.
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But in order to understand what the “threshold of  repentance” is, look 
at the graph below, reading hypothetical words from God.  

“If  your insight ever goes beyond a 60, at that point, you 
will have so much insight, that you will have hit a ‘no 
turning back point.’  If  you are past that point and still 
choose to follow Me all the days of  your life, we’ll be best 
of  friends forever.   You will experience My perfect love all 
the time. 

But, if  you ever rebel by rejecting My glory having insight 
beyond a 60, that will separate you from Me forever.  
Because you have been exposed to so much of  my 
glory—beyond the 60 level—there will be no chance of  
repentance.  Your decision will be final.  You can only 
rebel once beyond this point.  And once you do, then our 
relationship is over.  There will be no chance to repent and 
turn back.  You will not experience My grace or My mercy.”  

60 “Threshold of Repentance”
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So, if  you rebel with your insight at “60” or under, there is always the 
opportunity to repent. God will say, “Because you have low insight and 
have not seen much of  my glory, you are not beyond the threshold of  
repentance.  Therefore I am going to give you the opportunity to repent.  
If  you come back, My mercy and grace will flood your soul and you 
shall have peace, joy and a restored relationship with Me.”

We find God communicating this idea to the Israelites through the law 
itself.  Look at what it says in Numbers:

Now if  you as a community unintentionally fail to keep any 
of  these commands the Lord gave Moses—any of  the Lord’s 
commands to you through him, from the day the Lord gave 
them and continuing through the generations to come—and 
if  this is done unintentionally without the community being 
aware of  it, then the whole community is to offer a young bull 
for a burnt offering as an aroma pleasing to the Lord, along 
with its prescribed grain offering and drink offering, and a 
male goat for a sin offering.  The priest is to make atonement 
for the whole Israelite community, and they will be forgiven, for it 
was not intentional and they have presented to the Lord for their 
wrong a food offering and a sin offering. (Numbers 15:22-25)

The text speaks for itself.  When we sin unintentionally, God says, “If  
you repent, and I will forgive you.”

This is what we find in the New Testament as well with the Apostle 
Paul.  Note what he wrote to Timothy:

Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 
unbelief.  (1 Timothy 1:13)

The words “because I acted in ignorance” refer to being under a “60” 
on our graph.  Note that Paul was shown mercy (being “under a 60”) 
even though he was tremendously disobedient—“a blasphemer and 
persecutor and violent man.”

We find this same thinking when Peter is addressing the crowd in Acts 
3.  To give you the context, Peter and John have just healed a lame 
beggar.  The people were astonished and come running to find out 
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how this happened.  Peter then gives them a dose of  reality basically 
saying, “Jesus healed this man.  Remember, the man Jesus, whom you 
handed over to be killed by Pilate—but Pilate actually wanted to let him 
go?  Yes, that Jesus, the One you disowned letting a murderer go in His 
place.”

Though Peter was hard on them, note his following words:

Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as 
did your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had 
foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah 
would suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of  refreshing may come from the Lord, 
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed 
for you—even Jesus.  (Acts 3:17-20)

Peter is basically saying, “Because you acted in ignorance (way under 
a 60), you still have the opportunity to repent.”  Here is the same 
relationship to low insight and an opportunity to repent.

This same theme is heard in the words of  Jesus while dying on the cross:

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  (Luke 
23:34)

Because they didn’t know what they were doing (their insight was well 
below a 60), Jesus was able to ask the Father to forgive them.  

Here is what we learn: low insight yields the opportunity for repentance.  
Now let’s see how this truth applies to our lives today—in what seems 
to be a paradoxical way.

Because God Loves Us...
It is out of  God’s love that He keeps our insight below a 60.  Because 
He loves us, He doesn’t show us Himself.  That doesn’t seem very 
loving, but it has to be the most loving thing He could do.  If  He 
revealed himself  to us clearly and we saw Him in the sky face-to-face, 
we would be well above a 60 and our sin would cast us away from Him 
forever.  But because He loves us, He hides Himself—out of  love.
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Does Isaiah 45:15 make more sense now?

Truly you are a God who has been hiding himself, the God and 
Savior of  Israel.  (Isaiah 45:15)

Because God loves us, He hides.  He makes the Grand Canyon look 
billions of  years old.  He makes the universe look as if  it is expanding 
from a big bang billions of  years ago.   Why?  It’s His way of  keeping us 
under a “60.”  This loving protection is why we read the following:

Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty 
waters, though your footprints were not seen.  (Psalm 77:19)

God doesn’t leave footprints—for our sakes, because He loves us.  If  He 
did leave footprints and it was obvious to everyone that He is God, the 
creator of  everything around us, He would be giving us a tremendously 
high insight.  We would then be way above a “60” and be held accoun-
table.  This would separate us from God forever, and God doesn’t want 
that.  That’s not what love does.  Love protects (1 Corinthians 13:7).  

This also helps us understand why we do not see as many miracles as we 
saw in the life of  Jesus. Why?  Because with today’s technology of  cell 
phones, T.V. and the internet, miracles being done openly and repeatedly 
(as in the life of  Jesus and the Book of  Acts) would be recorded and 
spread virally on the internet raising people’s insight.  And if  their 
insight is high, they are going to be held much more accountable.  And 
if  they are accountable and yet disobedient, they would be judged by 
God—forever separated from Him.  And God doesn’t want that, hence 
fewer and fewer miracles.

Now, let me be very clear.  God has no problem raising people’s insight.  
In fact, it is the very thing He longs to do.  And He will do it if  we are 
obedient.  

No wonder Jesus says, 

Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves 
me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
too will love them and show myself  to them.”  (John 14:21).

If  we obey Jesus’ commands (high insight and obedience), Jesus reveals 
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Himself  to us (higher insight.)

Why We don’t See Many Miracles In America
Now that we’re clear, let’s also be very honest.  Most people in America 
do not want to be obedient.  Many want to know about God, but they 
do not want to know God.  They want to be entertained, but they do 
not want to obey.  As a result, God keeps the majority of  Americans’ 
insight low, and we see fewer miracles today then we did back then.  In 
keeping their insight low, He is not judging them but giving them more 
and more years of  opportunities to repent and obey Him—which would 
then yield more insight.  He does all of  this out of  love.

When I do hear of  miracles, I usually hear 
of  those that are done in the middle of  
China or Africa or India or in the heart 
of  the Muslim world where Christianity 
has no momentum and where God wants 
to “kick start” a movement.  Those 
people have little to no insight and so 

God is pleased to let them see a miracle for their sakes.  (Those miracles 
usually leak out in books or personal stories, but not on the Internet 
or television.)  Many respond to God’s love through it and momentum 
begins (though there are certainly those who see it and still say, “No 
thanks,” to God).  In either case, God gave them insight through a 
miracle for them to respond to Him.  

But here in America, most of  us don’t need more insight.  We simply 
need to obey the insight we’ve been given.  And until God sees that 
obedience to previously revealed insight, He’s not going to give us any 
more.  Hence, we do not see as many miracles today as Jesus did back in 
His day.  

The good news in all of  this is that since God loves you, you are way 
under a “60.”  Therefore, you are always able to repent. 

But please note, all sin is simply rejecting the glory of  God.   By 
cheating on tests we are saying, “My grade is more important to me than 
Your glory.”  By choosing sex outside of  marriage, we are saying “This 
act gives me more pleasure than being in Your presence.”  By cheating 
on our taxes, we are saying, “Saving this little bit of  money is more 
pleasurable to me than Your glory.”  By choosing to drown our sorrows 

Because God loves
you, He keeps

you way under
a “60.”
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out with drugs or alcohol, we are saying, “This chemical will satisfy me 
more than Your glory.”  

It is as if  we are stamping on His glory and dragging it through the mud.  
We are saying, “This action/person/feeling is more valuable to me than 
Your glory.  Your glory doesn’t satisfy me.  But this will.”  It is belittling 
the glory of  God.  

All of  this trashes the glory of  God.  This is when God’s wrath gets 
aroused.18  

Why Hell Is Eternal
Now if  you’ve never heard this before, learn it well.  This is why hell 
is eternal.  Hell is not eternal because of  the sin we’ve done.  Think 
through it.  Let’s say we sin flagrantly every day of  our lives.  How much 
sin is that compared to eternity?  It’s nothing compared to eternity.  And 
for nothing, we get an eternal penalty?  That doesn’t seem fair or right! 

Hell is eternal not because of  the sin we have done, but because of  the glory we 
have rejected.  And because God’s glory is infinite, our penalty must be 
eternal.19  If  our penalty ever stopped (if  we were annihilated or we got 
a “get out of  hell free card”), it would be communicating that God’s 
glory is finite—which it is not.  

Hell is eternal, not because of  the sin we’ve done, but because the glory 
we have rejected is infinite.

Satan and 60
Now lets get back to Satan and the demons.  Do you remember what it 
was like before the original fall?  They saw God face-to-face.  They knew 
Him.  They knew His love.  They saw His power.  They knew His will.  
They were full of  joy.  All angels (including Satan) had/have at least a 
61 on the “insight scale.”  Because of  what they knew, they were beyond 
the “threshold of  repentance.”

Yet they still rebelled even having so much knowledge of  God’s glory.  
And when they chose to rebel, that choice was final because of  the 
amount of  God’s glory (insight) they had seen.  There was no chance 
for repentance.  Their insight was “beyond 60.”  What was the result?
18 Romans 1:18, Colossians 3:6
19 John Piper’s teaching taught me this.
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Their separation from God would be eternal.

Hence we have the answer to the original question of  this chapter.  
Satan (and His demons) can’t repent because they knew too much 
when they chose to rebel.  That rebellion—combined with their insight 
(knowledge of  God’s glory)—established a permanent separation from 
God.  There was no turning back.

Were they aware of  this?  No one knows.  But their choices had been 
made.  Bad choices can have a long-term lasting impact.  We have the 
freedom to choose to sin, but God makes the consequences of  our sin.  
And this is what happened when Satan and his followers sinned.

Adam and Eve?
While testing this material on wonderful teenage students at the Arête 
Christian Academy in our local area, Victoria asked a very insightful 
question, “Since Adam and Eve saw God in the garden, they must have 
had high insight.  Why could they repent but Satan couldn’t?”  Great 
question, Victoria!  

Though Adam and Eve saw God in the garden, they weren’t perfect in 
beauty and wisdom like Lucifer.  Nor were they receiving the worship of  
others and passing it on to God.  Their insight was high—absolutely yes.  
It was probably somewhere in the upper 50’s.  But it was less than a 60.  
They could repent, Satan couldn’t.
 
Thank the Lord we humans are well below a “60.”  This is why 2 
Corinthians 5:7 says we “walk by faith and not by sight.”  Out of  love, 
God purposely keeps our insight low.  When we do fall (we are bound to 
sin), we can repent.  Because God’s love designed us to not have much 
insight at this point, we can therefore seek God’s forgiveness and find it.

What a God who thought all of  this up!  What a God worth worshiping 
and praising!

All of  this is key in understanding why God created us and the angels 
in the way He did.  It also helps us understand the order in which He 
created us.  And it all has to do with Eternity Future and the plans of  
Eternity Past.   So let’s get back to Eternity Future.
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Showing Off His Grace in 
Eternity Future 

Remember our key verse is Ephesians 2:6-7.  From this passage we 
learned that God wants to “show off  or live out” His grace (glory) 
forever and ever in Eternity Future.  Most of  what we have talked about 
so far has dealt with the “dot” or Eternity Past.  Now let’s focus on 
Eternity Future. Just exactly how will God “show off  or live out” His 
grace in Eternity Future?

When I am speaking on this topic at churches around the nation, I try 
to get my audiences to guess how God could “show it off  or live it out.”  
So I ask them, “What could God do that would totally put His grace and 
glory on display forever?”  I always challenge them to think outside of  
the box.

I get answers like, “He could save us.  He could give us a relationship 
with His Son.  He could forgive our sins forever.  He could let us know 
Him personally forever.”  

10Chapter

Eternity Future



64

I then tell them, “That’s thinking way inside the box.  Try thinking way 
outside the box.”

At this point most are stumped.  They keep giving answers that are way 
inside the box.  Finally I give them some needed help and ask them, 
“Could He make us all Gods like Himself ?”  They quickly reply “No.”  I 
add, “I agree, so what could He do just short of  that?”

Silence.  They’re usually still stumped.

Then finally one brave soul raises a hand and makes a quiet statement 
which sounds more like a question, “He could make us rule and reign 
with Him…?”

“Yes!  That’s exactly it!” I say with great enthusiasm.  “And that is totally 
outside of  the box!”

God, in wanting to show off  His grace forever and ever, not only is 
going to forgive us from having totally trashed His infinite glory, He’s 
not only going to give us a relationship with His Son, Jesus, but He is 
going to have us sit with Jesus on His throne and rule and reign with 
Him over creation.  That is some amazing grace!  Let’s see where the 
Scriptures point us in that direction.

Scriptural Evidence
Our first look will take us to Revelation 3.

To Him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on 
my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father 
on His throne.  (Revelation 3:21.)

Scripturally, thrones in the Bible always represent one thing:  power and 
authority.  It connotes the right to rule and reign.  Jesus says, “Just as 
I have the right to rule and reign with my Father because I persevered 
to the end, so too shall you have the right to rule and reign with me.”  
Imagine, for all eternity, sitting with Christ on His throne and ruling and 
reigning!  What a mind-boggling thought.  What a way for God to put 
His grace and glory on display forever!

Revelation 2 tells us a little bit about the extent of  our ruling and 
reigning.
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To Him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will 
give authority over the nations. (Revelation 2:26)

“Authority over nations?”  Yes, that is what the text is saying.  In 
heaven, believers who have persevered will be with Christ ruling over 
the nations.  And when we think of  nations, we naturally think of  many 
cities and buildings and people.  This ties in directly with the parable of  
the talents in Luke 19.  

Look at what Jesus says will happen if  we are faithful with the talents we 
have been given:

While they were listening to this, He went on to tell 
them a parable, because He was near Jerusalem and the 
people thought that the kingdom of  God was going to 
appear at once.  He said: “A man of  noble birth went to a 
distant country to have himself  appointed king and then 
to return. So he called ten of  his servants and gave them 
ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come 
back.’

“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him 
to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’

“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then 
he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, 
in order to find out what they had gained with it.

 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned 
ten more.’

“‘Well done, my good servant!’ His master replied. 
‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, 
take charge of  ten cities.’”  (Luke 19:11-17)

Now when I first heard this, as a new believer I thought “ten cities” was 
“code” for you will be richly rewarded.  But it can be taken very literally.  
“Take charge of  ten cities.”  Do you think He really meant “cities”?  If  
we are going to rule over nations, well then, yes, it could very well mean 
cities.  This is simply one more reflection of  God showing off  His grace 
for all eternity!
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No wonder Ephesians 1 says, 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of  sins, in accordance with the riches of  
God’s grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. (Ephesians 1:7,8)  

Allowing us to rule over cities is certainly “lavishing” God’s grace on us.

2 Timothy 2:12 speaks of  this same idea of  ruling with Christ:

…if  we endure, we will also reign with Him. (2 Timothy 2:12a)

Christ will be reigning and we will be at His side sitting on His throne.  
All because He wants to live out and show off  His grace.  What an 
awesome, amazing God—lavishing on us His grace!

It is because of  this concept that the writer of  Hebrews talks about us 
as “sharing in” Christ.

See to it, brothers, that none of  you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of  you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ if  we 
hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.  
(Hebrews 3:12-14)

That actual Greek verb “to share” is metochos.  It can mean “sharing in, 
partaking, a partner (in a work, office or dignity).”  We find the same 
Greek word used in Luke 5:

They signaled to their partners (metochos) in the other boat to 
come and help them.  And they came and filled both the 
boats so that they began to sink.  (Luke 5:7)

Note there it is translated “partners” and clearly communicates some 
sense of  equality.  So Hebrews 3:14 could accurately be translated, “We 
have come to be partners with Christ.”  How will we be partnering with 
Christ?  By ruling and reigning with Him forever!
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Old Testament Hints
This idea of  ruling and reigning is not a New Testament idea only.  
This was hinted at long ago in the book of  Daniel.  The context is a 
dream being interpreted.  And as the interpretation takes place, a small 
“bombshell” is dropped before them.

As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints 
and defeating them, until the Ancient of  Days came 
and pronounced judgment in favor of  the saints of  the 
Most High, and the time came when they possessed the 
kingdom.  (Daniel 7:21,22).

We, the saints, are going to possess the kingdom.  The “kingdom” is 
where the King rules and reigns.  Although we normally view this as 
being here on the earth, the text doesn’t limit us to that.  It simply says 
we will possess the kingdom!

We not only possess it, but we possess it forever!

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of  the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to 
the saints, the people of  the Most High. His kingdom will 
be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and 
obey Him.’  (Daniel 7:27).

This is what the New Testament Jews (even the disciples) kept hoping 
for and why they wanted to anoint Jesus as a king.  (John 6:15)  They 
expected that this Old Testament idea of  possessing the kingdom was 
going to result in their politically reigning here on this earth.  For them, 
this meant defeating Rome who had treated them as less than human.

But this is not what Daniel was predicting.  It wasn’t about ruling and 
reigning here on this old earth, but rather ruling and reigning on the new 
earth in the new heaven!20

As we are faithful to our God, He is going to turn around and reward us 
by having us rule and reign with Him forever!  It will be an everlasting 
kingdom we will be in charge of!

But it even gets more exciting as you see the extent of  what we will be 
20 Revelation 21:1
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ruling and reigning over!  By putting a passage in Romans together with 
a passage in Hebrews, I hope you’ll be blown away like I am.

Co-Heirs
Romans 8:17 communicates that we are “co-heirs” with Christ.

Now if  we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of  God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if  indeed we share in His sufferings in order 
that we may also share in His glory.  (Romans 8:17)

An heir is defined as a person legally entitled to the property or rank of  
another on that person’s death.  Though God the Father never dies, He 
still has named heirs of  his property.  It is Christ—and we will be co-heirs 
with Him!

Talk about putting God’s glory on display forever!  We are “co-heirs” 
with Christ.  Whatever Christ inherits from His Father, we inherit as 
well.  That is certainly lavishing on us God’s 
grace because Christ deserves it all, we don’t 
deserve a thing—but we get half!

So what does Christ inherit?  Hebrews tells 
us.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these 
last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
appointed heir of  all things, and through whom also He 
made the universe.  (Hebrews 1:1,2)

Did you catch that?  Christ is heir of  “all things.”  When I ask my 
audiences what “all things” is referencing, they start small (the trees, the 
grass, the earth) but then eventually it hits them.  “All things” means the 
universe. 

“That’s right,” I say.  “Christ is going to inherit the universe and we will 
be there with Him inheriting the universe as well as His bride!”
This goes right alongside of  Matthew 24:45: 

Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of  the servants in His household 

Christ inherits
everything and 

we are 
co-heirs with Him!
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to give them their food at the proper time?  It will be good 
for that servant whose master finds Him doing so when 
He returns.  I tell you the truth, He will put Him in charge of  
all His possessions. (Matthew 24:45)

You and I, as God’s children, are going to be put in charge of  all of  
God’s possessions: the universe!  We’ll do this while sitting with Jesus on 
His throne.

What will we be ruling and reigning over in this universe?  Paul speaks 
of  us ruling over angels and the earth.21  Luke speaks of  ruling over 
cities.22  Matthew speaks about us ruling over (inheriting) a kingdom.23  

Talk about putting His grace on display forever!  If  we are to be pawns, 
what a God for whom to be a pawn!  Though we are bound to sin, 
His ultimate goal is to have us rule and reign with His Son forever.  
This certainly is allowing God to live out and put His grace on display 
forever!  

But if  that is His end goal, why are we like the way we are, limited in 
insight, time and power?  Why not give it to us all right now?

There’s a reason.  Read on.

21 1 Corinthians 6:2,3
22 Luke 19:11-17
23 Matthew 24:34
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When I first showed the students this graphic above, they didn’t get it.  
Until it finally dawned on one of  them.  “Oh, the person who wrote 
‘Think Ahead’ wasn’t thinking ahead!” J  That’s right.  But this is not 
how God does it.  God thinks ahead—way into Eternity Future—and 
then works backwards to accomplish His goals.

So how do we put all of  these pieces together to form the really big, Big, 
BIG picture?  Lets put it all together by thinking about Eternity Past.  A 
couple of  things were happening at that time.

First, we found out that in Eternity Past, God was unable to live out 
mercy or grace (along with a host of  other qualities/characteristics).  Yet 
at the same time, He was rich in mercy24 and full of  grace25.  Though 
we humans would be frustrated to be full of  mercy and grace and not 
be able to express it, that was not the problem with God.  God is in the 
heavens; He can do whatever pleases Him.26

Second, God also knew that Jesus, along with the rest of  the Trinity, had 
an infinite love.  And even though they were infinitely loving each other 
(and it was constantly deepening), there was always more of  the infinite 
love to go around.  You can never deplete an infinite amount of  love. 

24 Ephesians 2:4
25 John 1:14
26 Psalm 115:3

11Chapter
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Therefore He created a creation that Jesus (in and a part of  the Trinity) 
can love and be loved by.  Remember, love loves to love.  (There are 
currently 7+ billion people on the earth.  Divide infinity by 7+ billion and 
each of  the 7+ billion still gets an infinite amount of  love!  No matter 
how many times you try to divide infinity, there is always an infinite 
amount left over.)  

These were the two rails to the tracks we described earlier.  But there’s 
actually a third rail that helps us explain why God created. 

A Third Rail
God, who is love, loved in the midst of  the Trinity.  God the Father 
loved God the Son.  The Son loved the Father.  The Spirit loved the 
Father and Son and was loved by both the Father and Son as well.  And 
this self-perpetuating love built upon itself.  There was no “drag” or 
“resistance.”  It grew and grew.  As a result, God’s infinite love grew 
deeper and greater—while all the time being infinite.  

In His overflowing infinite love for His Son, God the Father wanted 
the very best for Him.27  Because of  His excellent qualities, the best 
would be to see Him exalted for who He rightfully is.28  That’s what 
love does.  It’s also the right thing to do.  That would therefore mean 
creating a creation that would honor and exalt Jesus.  No wonder it says 
in Philippians 2:

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name 
of  Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord  (Philippians 2:9-11)

Mark it down well in your brain.  The worst terrorist, the vilest murder, 
the rapist, the non-believer who slanders you will eventually bow before 
Jesus and call Him Lord.  Every knee will bow.

So, wanting to put these three rails together, what did God think up in 
Eternity Past?

27 Knowing that the Trinity is Three-in-One, it is very difficult to separate them.  
But for this purpose, I am doing just that, all the time knowing that they are 
One.
28 Ephesians 1:10, Philippians  2:9-11, John 5:23, Revelation 5:12
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God decided to create and place a creation with a free will in an 
environment where they can choose between good and evil.  Have them 
bound to sin so they need mercy.  He would then give them that mercy 
while establishing a loving relationship with Himself.  While on the 
earth, they would be given responsibilities.  In seeing how they manage 
them, He’ll reward them by having them rule and reign with His Son as 
a bride, lavishing grace on them forever! 

None of  these things were needed by God.  God doesn’t need anything.  
If  He did need something, it would show that He isn’t complete and 
therefore isn’t sovereignly in control—there are some things outside of  
His control.  

Rather this is what God chose to do—it is what God wanted to do.  
God wanted His infinite love to spread throughout the creation of  new 
beings—He wanted His Son to be worshipped, and He wanted a bride 
for His Son to love and to be loved by.  

He did all of  this, because love loves to love.   And while doing this, He 
also puts His grace and glory on display forever!  

Age-Old Plans
Now if  you are reading carefully, you will realize that this means that 
God planned His Son to die on the cross before the first atom was put 
together.  He dreamed this up in Eternity Past.  And if  you are thinking 
this way, that is correct.  God did not see Adam and Eve sin and then 
think to Himself, “Oh my gosh, what am I going to do now?  Jesus, You 
got any ideas?”  God is never caught by surprise.  How do we know 
this?  We know it from 1 Peter:

For you know that it was not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 
way of  life handed down to you from your ancestors, but 
with the precious blood of  Christ, a lamb without blemish 
or defect. He was chosen before the creation of  the world. 
(1 Peter 1:18-20)

God formulated this plan of  Jesus’ dying for the sins of  the world before 
the creation of  the world.  He thought through all the details in Eternity 
Past.  God, spilling over in love, was making sovereign plans even back 
then.
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In these plans of  Eternity Past, God would not only give His Son a 
bride and the worship that His Son deserved, but He would give His 
Son (and His bride) a kingdom29 where He (and they) would rule and 
reign forever!  This is love on the part of  God the Father toward God 
the Son.  This shows off  His grace (glory) tremendously.  This is also 
what love does.  Love not only loves to love, love loves to bless.  Love 
loves to bestow on one a kingdom with wonderful fellowship.

A Kingdom And A Bride
Most Christians are aware of  the church being called the bride of  
Christ.30  But this idea of  a kingdom for His Son (with His bride being 
a co-heir) is new to most people I’ve met.  We see this kingdom aspect 
(God giving His Son a kingdom) in both the Old and New Testaments.  
We’ve already seen Daniel 7:21,22, but let’s look at some other Old 
Testament promises where the Israelites would have understood that 
David’s throne would be established forever.

We read in Psalm 89:

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen 
one, I have sworn to David my servant, ‘I will establish 
your line forever and make your throne firm through all 
generations.’”  (Psalm 89:3,4)

If  you had been a Jew living under David’s reign, this was wonderful 
thinking.  This kingdom would last forever!  Woo-hoo!  But then David 
died and Solomon’s kingdom was divided.  And then the idea of  a 
kingdom “firm through all generations” was totally destroyed when 
both the Northern and Southern kingdoms were carted off  as slaves 
to a foreign people.  How was the promise found in Psalm 89:3,4 to be 
fulfilled?  Was God a liar?  Was He not powerful enough to pull it off?

Isaiah gave the Jews an answer to this question while they were in 
captivity having been dispersed to the nations.  He prophesied that it 
wasn’t David Himself, but David’s “Son” who would rule and reign 
forever.  Not His son Solomon—who was already dead—but a “Son” 
with a capital “S”—the Messiah.  He was the one they were looking 
for.  It was the Messiah’s throne that would endure throughout all 
generations.
29 Luke 19:11,12
30 Matthew 22:2, Isaiah 62:5
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Isaiah says it this way:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on His shoulders. And He will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of  Peace.  Of  the greatness of  His 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 
on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of  the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6,7)

The Messiah was to be on David’s throne and rule forever.  We see this 
theme again in the New Testament as well.  Jesus referenced this idea in 
parables.

While they were listening to this, He went on to tell them 
a parable, because He was near Jerusalem and the people 
thought that the kingdom of  God was going to appear at 
once.  He said: “A man of  noble birth went to a distant 
country to have Himself  appointed king and then to 
return.”  (Luke 19:11,12)

Here we have a noble man going to a distant country to be appointed 
king.  The context of  the parable is regarding the return of  Jesus and 
Judgment Day.  Look at verse 15:

He was made king, however, and returned home. (Luke 19:15a).

If  you’ve never seen this before, mark it down firmly in the RAM of  
your brain.  God the Father is giving Jesus a kingdom.  Along with the 
kingdom, He is also getting a bride; you and I, we the church, those who 
faithfully follow Him, will be that bride.

The kingdom of  heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for His son.  (Matthew 22:2)

We are going to be His bride and rule and reign with Him forever.  We 
will be co-heirs with Jesus over the kingdom.



76

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 
pleased to give you the kingdom.  (Luke 12:32)

And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred 
one on me, (Luke 22:29)

This is God’s way of  loving His Son—by making Him a King and 
having Him rule and reign over the universe.  This is God’s way of  
loving us—by saving us and allowing us to be co-heirs with His Son.  
This is God’s way of  living out mercy and grace.  This is God’s way of  
putting that grace on display forever!

God’s Hint
The beauty of  God is that all of  this is hinted at in the very first 
command to all of  mankind.  Without eyes to see it, we read over it 
without even realizing the implications.  But now that we are aware of  
what God is doing to put His grace on display forever, let’s read it one 
more time.

God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the 
ground.”  (Genesis 1:28)

In the very first commandment to humanity, we are told that we are 
going to “subdue the earth” and “rule over living creatures.”

The Hebrew word for “subdue” is kabash.  It can be translated as, “to 
subject, subdue, force, keep under, bring into bondage.”  Usually it is 
used in reference to land.

He said to them, “If  the Gadites and Reubenites, every 
man armed for battle, cross over the Jordan with you 
before the LORD, then when the land is subdued before 
you, you must give them the land of  Gilead as their 
possession.”  (Numbers 32:29)

Subduing the land in this context means battle.  There is an exertion of  

We are given
hints—even in

Genesis chapter
one.
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force required.  This battle is not necessarily with trees and plants, but 
the people who inhabit the land.  Though after it is conquered, the trees 
and plants may be torn down to make room for crops to grow.  This is a 
part of  subduing the land.

Yet there is a more direct link showing that this subduing can directly 
relate to people.  We find it in Nehemiah.

Although we are of  the same flesh and blood as our 
fellow Jews and though our children are as good as theirs, 
yet we have to subject (subdue) our sons and daughters to 
slavery. Some of  our daughters have already been enslaved 
(subdued), but we are powerless, because our fields and 
our vineyards belong to others.”  (Nehemiah 5:5)

How does one “subdue” land—or the people in the land?  One way 
is obviously by force, winning through battle the nations around you.  
It requires physical exertion, strength and perseverance.  It means 
conquering other nations. 

But there is another way.  And that is the way that Jesus did who has 
influenced one-third of  humanity.31  And that is winning others over 
by love, forgiveness and grace and pointing them to God.  This is what 
Jesus taught us to do.

But if  we are to physically “subdue the land” without people involved 
(as Genesis 1:28 seems to suggest), what does that mean besides tearing 
down trees to make room for planting crops?  

I believe what it means is that we are to use the elements given to us in 
this earth and learn how to harness (subdue) them.  What can humans 
do with iron ore?  How can they use coal?  What can humans do with 
wood?  Can they harness the wind?  Can they utilize tides?  What can 
they do with natural gas?  What can they develop through plants?  How 
can they use the seeds found in those plants?  

God Is Smiling
I fully believe that every invention a human makes is pleasing to God.  It 
fulfills Genesis 1:28 and God is up in heaven smiling.  It was all a part of  
His plan from Eternity Past.
31 Current statistics say that one third of  the world claims to follow Christ.
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But it didn’t stop there.  God got a bit more specific by asking us to rule 
over the animal kingdom.  The Hebrew word to rule is Radah which 
means, “to rule, have dominion, dominate, tread down.”  In other words 
we are to rule and have dominion over the animal kingdom.

How are we going to harness horses or cows?  What will we do with the 
donkey or elephant?  How will we treat our dogs and cats?  What can we 
do with the birds?  How will we utilize chickens or pigs?  What can we 
do with an ox?  As we work with the animal kingdom, God continues to 
smile.

We have been commanded by God to subdue and rule over this earth 
and the animals on it.  Though it is the first commandment to all of  
mankind and was given thousands of  years ago, it still applies to us 
today.

I fully believe that God is smiling as He sees each advancement that 
humanity makes.  He was smiling when people learned to ride horses 
and use them as transportation.  He was smiling when we learned to 
domesticate chickens and eat their eggs.  He was smiling when the ox 
was harnessed to plow the fields.  He was smiling when we discovered 
milk in the udder of  a cow.

And He continues to smile as we’ve melted down iron ore and made 
metals that form our cars and discovered oil and refined it to make 
gasoline that powers our engines.  He smiles as we’ve discovered 
electricity and harness it to light our nights and power our computers.  
He delights in the homes we build and the cities we’ve created.  He 
smiled when we landed on the moon.

Responsibility To Govern
Embedded in subduing and ruling is the responsibility to govern.  As 
nations are conquered, someone has to govern them.  As homes were 
gathered in one place, towns began to form.  From there cities were 
developed.  And those cities needed mayors.  Then cities became 
states that needed governors.  States became a nation, which needed a 
president.  And with each of  them are officials under them who help 
them lead and govern.   There is a hierarchy.  Governing is a part of  
subduing and ruling.

And God is watching out, not only for the big things, but the little things 
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as well.  Are we taking care of  our pets?  Do we feed our domestic 
pets daily and take care of  them when they’re sick?  Have we provided 
feed for our livestock?  Do they wander freely and get lost or have we 
provided fences, giving them fixed areas to live in?  Do our chickens 
have houses protecting them from their predators?  

But if  you’re a teenager and you don’t have pets, what could God be 
looking for in your life?  He’s probably wanting to see if  you are obeying 
your parents.  If  you bedroom the way they want it to be?  Are your 
chores being done in excellence?  Do you get in on time?  

If  God sees you not obeying your parents, He may be thinking, “Why 
should I entrust them with great responsibilities if  they aren’t obeying 
their parents?”   

This ‘heavenly-accountability’ doesn’t apply to only teenagers.  It applies 
to all people in all areas of  life. He wants to see how we do as parents.  
Are we training our children in the ways of  the Lord?  Are we lovingly 
disciplining them as His Word tells us to?  Are we training them in 
righteousness and patience?  Are we teaching them to be absolutely 
dependent upon God?

He wants to see how we do as employees and employers.  He wants 
to see how we do as neighbors and grandparents.  He is constantly 
watching—wanting to reward us for every good work we do.

From the macro to the micro and everything in between, subduing and 
ruling requires a form of  governance to some degree.  Hmm, governing.  
Sounds like something we’re going to be doing for eternity with Christ 
if  we finish strong! 

Readers of  this book, may I humbly submit to you that in the opening 
commandment to all of  mankind God put inside a clue, which 
references Eternity Future.  From Eternity Past, He created us to rule 
and reign with Christ over the universe as the bride of  Christ.  But 
before He gives us the universe, He wants to see how we’re going to do 
with one little planet. If  we are faithful here, we’ll be greatly rewarded in 
heaven.  

God’s mindset seems to be this: start small, end big.
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Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much. So if  you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with true riches? And if  you have not been trustworthy 
with someone else’s property, who will give you property 
of  your own?  (Luke 16:10-12)

Write it down on a 3x5 index card and tape it on your bathroom mirror.  
God wants you to have “true riches.”  (What this world offers us is 
nothing—even if  you have what Bill Gates has.)  God wants you to have 
property (a planet?) of  your own.  He wants you to co-govern it with 
His Son.  Now that is lavishing on us His grace.

Oh, how that changes our attitude toward life on this earth!  How we 
live this life determines how we will exist forever in Eternity Future.
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Why Not Rule and Reign 
From the Beginning? 

The idea of  ruling and reigning with Jesus is exciting.  However, a simple 
“reality check” by looking at all of  the sin and “hell” around us here on 
this earth causes an innocent question to be asked. “Why didn’t God just 
create us to rule and reign with Jesus right from the beginning?  Why 
not give us those true riches and our personal property to begin with?”  
Those are excellent questions, which need to be addressed.

The answer is found in two sources.  The first is derived from what our 
new bodies will be like.  The second is found in a lesson from Lucifer.

Our New Bodies
In Matthew we read:

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of  
their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. (Matthew 
13:43)

Why the words “shine like the sun?”  There is a reference to “shining 
like the sun” but it refers to how Jesus will be in heaven.  It was seen at 
the transfiguration.  

There He was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 
(Matthew 17:2)

12Chapter
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Christ shone like the sun at the transfiguration.  Matthew 13:43 says that 
we, too, shall shine like the sun because we are going to be like Jesus.  
This is why John says we will be like Christ when He returns for us.

Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is. (1 John 3:2)

If  you didn’t know it before, you know it now!  True believers are going 
to be like Christ, shining like the sun.  God, through Jesus in Matthew 
13:43, wanted us to know what our bodies will be like in Eternity 
Future!  No wonder Paul says we are being transformed from glory to 
glory.32  On the day we get our new bodies, we will be exalted.

Powerful Bodies
That exaltation will be powerful new bodies.  This is why Paul writes 
about these new bodies:

So will it be with the resurrection of  the dead. The body 
that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power;  it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.             
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44).

Note, it is raised in power.  This could mean one of  two things.  God’s 
power raises the body.  (Whether the body is powerful or not is not the 
question.  The question is all about God’s power.) Or it could mean 
the new body is given great power—like that of  the angels.  (It will be 
strong, unlike our current frail and weak bodies.)  So which is it?

The answer seems to be with what is contrasted.  It is “sown in 
weakness.”  If  it meant that God’s power raises the body, then it means 
that God’s weakness created the body.  That can’t be.  God doesn’t have 
a weakness.  Therefore it must mean that the weak, fleshy, temporal 
bodies we now have will be given a new powerful body that will never 
perish!  In our new bodies, we’ll have great power and strength.  Our 
bodies will be exalted!

This high exaltation of  our bodies is key in answering the question, 
32 2 Corinthians 3:18
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“Why not give these bodies to us right off  the bat?”  It is because God 
doesn’t want to give them to us until we learn valuable lessons.  This is 
very important.  Why?  Because when we don’t learn valuable lessons 
before we are exalted, bad things can happen.  This is what we learned 
from Lucifer.

Lessons From Lucifer
Lucifer was created in one of  those exalted bodies.  Remember, He was 
instantly created that way.  

You were in Eden, the garden of  God; every precious 
stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, 
topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl. 
Your settings and mountings were made of  gold; on the 
day you were created they were prepared.  (Ezekiel 28:13)

You were blameless in your ways from the day you were 
created.  (Ezekiel 28:15a)  

Because Lucifer was created blameless and perfect in the very beginning, 
he never had to experience valuable lessons that you and I can learn.  
What was the result?  He sinned through pride and rebelled against the 
Most High.  He rejected God’s glory and wanted to become higher than 
God.

I will ascend above the tops of  the clouds; I will make 
myself  like the Most High.  (Isaiah 14:14)

You were blameless in your ways from the day you were 
created till wickedness was found in you.  (Ezekiel 28:15)  

He must not be a recent convert, or He may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.  
(1 Timothy 3:6)

Remember, Satan’s fall was permanent.  His insight was way above the 
“60” number we talked about.  Forever he is out of  a loving relationship 
with God.  Though it looks like God’s plan had failed, God was still in 
charge and used Lucifer’s disobedience for His glory.  Remember, God 
created Satan to belittle God’s glory for God’s glory.  
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Now, let’s put two and two together.

Lucifer was created perfect at the day of  His creation.  He never had to 
learn to be dependent upon God.  He never had to grow in power.  He 
never knew what it was to be ugly or merely normal and then become 
beautiful and/or powerful.  He was perfect the first day he was created.  
As time went on, He eventually fell due to pride. Here we learn a 
valuable lesson.  Great power and beauty—not earned—can ruin you.  

When I was teaching this principle to some teenagers that had come to 
our house, one of  the young men responded by saying the following.

“It’s like teens who get brand new trucks from their parents.  They 
don’t take care of  them.  They don’t worry about them.  If  they 
crash, their parents just give them a totally new one.  Everything is 
just given to them.

I’ve had to work for my truck.  I take great care of  it.  I make sure 
I don’t drive too fast because if  I have a wreck, I have to pay for 
everything.  When you earn it, you take a lot better care of  it.”

When I heard him say that, I said to myself, “Hmm, I like it.  I think I’ll 
put it in the book!”  (Thanks, Hunter.)

Divorcing His Bride?
This valuable lesson helps us answer an honest, innocent question, 
“Why didn’t God create us in our exalted bodies to rule and reign with 
Christ right from the very beginning?”  
If  He had created us instantly with the 
exalted bodies we will one day have, we, 
like Lucifer, might fall due to pride.  And 
if  we fell, then eternity would be filled 
with a series of  disasters, resulting in the 
Son having to divorce His bride—over 
and over again as more and more would 
fall away.

God the Father didn’t want that for His Son.  That’s not what love 
wants for any person.  So He didn’t create us with our exalted bodies.  
He created us limited in time and space, with humble puny bodies 
(compared to the ones we will get), bound to sin. But in this state, we 

If God had created 
us instantly with 

new, powerful 
bodies, we too would 

have fallen like 
Lucifer. 
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can experience the richness of  God’s grace and mercy and learn to love 
and enjoy God—while learning valuable lessons in the process!  

When we are given exalted bodies and shine like the sun, we will already 
know what it means to be dependent upon Him.  We will already know 
how glorious and awesome God is and we will never challenge Him in 
the future because He will be our treasure.33   We also will have learned 
that He is the Creator and Sustainer of  all—we will delight in Him just 
as He is.  

The valuable lessons that we will have learned in our humble state will 
stay with us the rest of  our existence in our exalted state!  We won’t 
fall like Lucifer.  Jesus will never have to divorce His bride.  We will 
successfully rule and reign forever—in perfect love and harmony!

Thinking Ahead
Remember, in Eternity Past, God thought all of  this up.  He isn’t like 
Indiana Jones making this up as He goes along.  He always had His end 
goal in mind.  He was always thinking ahead.  His end goal was to:

•	 Bless (love) His son, Jesus, by giving Him the universe. 
•	 Put His glory on display forever.
•	 Live out His grace and mercy (along with a host of  other 

characteristics/qualities He couldn’t do in Eternity Past).
•	 Give His Son a bride who would be perfect and never choose to 

rebel.
•	 Lavish His grace on His Son’s bride by allowing them to rule 

and reign forever with His Son.

In order to reach His goal, He had to:

•	 Create Lucifer with a free will and great insight so that his fall 
would be permanent and he would be a tempter to humans.

•	 Create humanity with a free will.
•	 Prove they had a free will by providing an opportunity for them 

to fall.
•	 Allow for sin to contrast how wonderful His grace and mercy 

really are.
•	 Limit human insight so that when they fell, their fall would not 

mean a permanent separation from God’s love.  
33 Matthew 13:44
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•	 Teach them valuable lessons in the process that they would use 
forever in Eternity Future.

Three Phases
To make it easy for my simple mind, I like to think that God planned 
all of  this up in “Three Phases.”  Each phase was very specific and set 
the stage for the next phase!  The next three chapters will describe these 
phases.  Read and digest them well.



87

Phase 1

If  you haven’t figured it out by now, this book really is seeking to answer 
the ultimate question, “Why did God create anything—not simply 
humans?  Why did he put the first atom together—much less a galaxy—
much less the universe?”

Hopefully you’re seeing that finding that answer isn’t really all that 
tough.  And then once we know the end goal of  what God is doing—it 
actually becomes kind of  easy to think through what God had to do first 
to bring this about.  So let’s think through it together and discover the 
chronological process.

13Chapter
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Phase 1
Phase 1 begins as God instantly creates all the angels at one time34 as 
well as the heavens and the earth.35 This began on the very right side 
of  the left arrow on the left side of  the “dot” which represents the 
beginning of  time, as we know it.  These angels were created with free 
will.  (That is the only kind of  worship God wants.)

The angels worshipped Him openly and freely.  There was perfect 
fellowship.  There was perfect harmony.   God was being exalted and 
praised for who He is.  Life was good!

Being in the very presence of  God, their insight was so great it went 
well beyond a “60” on our made-up scale.  If  any of  the angels chose 
to rebel, it would be a permanent rebellion.  They would be forever cast 
out of  God’s presence, for God cannot have fellowship with any evil.  
Did they know this?  No one knows.

Of  all the angels created, God created one that was greater than all the 
rest.  He sat in a very highly exalted place in the government of  God—
second to only God Himself.  This exalted angel certainly had a deep 
friendship with God.  He must have been completely satisfied with God 
because he was in God’s presence.  His name was Lucifer.

How long did this go on?  How long was the “gap” between Genesis 1:1 
and Genesis 1:2?  No one knows.  It could have been weeks, months, 
years, centuries, millennia, or even millions of  years!!

But as time went on, Lucifer’s position of  authority went to his head.  
He must have been thinking, “Why don’t they worship me?  I’m perfect 
in beauty and wisdom.  I want to become like God….”  Lucifer wanted 
to take God’s place.

When this pride filled his heart, he rejected God’s glory and Lucifer 
fell.   Now there were two possible paths/guides/leaders to follow in 
the universe.   It was now proven to the angels that they had a free will.  

34 Nowhere in the Scriptures does it say that angels can procreate.  Therefore 
we assume all were created instantly at the same time.
35 In Isaiah 14:12, Lucifer is “cast to the earth.”  Therefore we can assume the 
heavens and the earth were made at this point in time before humans.  This is 
what is called the “Gap Theory.”  All of  this happened between Genesis 1:1 
and Genesis 1:2.



89

Rebellion had occurred. The other angels now had a choice.  Which or 
whom would they follow?

A third of  the angels followed Lucifer36 proving that they too had a 
free will.  These were probably those who were on the earth who gave 
him worship to pass on to God.37  Seeing those on earth rebel as well, 
Lucifer was cast to the earth38 to be with those angels and having been 
the greatest, was now in charge.39  

Satan wasn’t lying to Jesus when he said:

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of  the world.  And he said to him, 
“I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been 
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  If  you 
worship me, it will all be yours.” (Luke 4:5-7)

Satan is the prince of  this world and has the authority to give it to 
anyone else.

Satan’s Big Chance
How long did God allow Satan to be on the earth with the angels that 
had rebelled before Adam and Eve first appeared?  It could have been 
moments.  It could have been years.  It could have been centuries or 
millions of  years.  Which would be the best guess?

The best guess would be determined by asking, “Which option reveals 
the greatest glory of  God?”  (Remember, it is first and foremost about 
God’s glory.)  The answer to that question is—a long time.  Why?

By allowing Satan time to rule and reign on the earth, God was giving 
Satan a “full opportunity of  exploiting every avenue of  his power and 
wisdom.  This was so it might be demonstrated that nothing good could 
ever come to the creation apart from that which originates in God 
Himself.”40  It was Satan’s big chance. Since Lucifer wanted to become 

36 We get a third from Revelation 12:4.
37 We understand that Lucifer was in the “trade” of  passing on worship to God 
from Ezekiel 28:16.  This is what brought about His downfall.
38 Isaiah 14:12
39 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2, 1 John 5:19
40 The Invisible War, Donald Barnhouse, page 44
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“like the Most High,” it would make sense for God to give him ample 
time to see if  he could put one electron together.  Could he create 
anything?  Could he bring peace and harmony as the will of  God does?

When there was one leader (path/guide), all were at peace and filled with 
joy.  When there were two paths/guides/leaders, there was chaos on the 
earth (Genesis 1:2).  A perfect heaven and earth was now shattered as 
one angel had dared to declare that God’s glory didn’t satisfy enough.  

Lucifer couldn’t create a thing.  He couldn’t put one electron together; 
much less create an entire creation.  It was kind of  “in his face” that 
God was showing him that his powers were extremely limited compared 
to God’s.

Unable to create or do anything, rebellion was found wanting.

With the rebellion complete and no chance of  repentance, “Phase 1” 
was complete.  God had everything exactly as He wanted it.  He now 
had good angels to serve Him and bad angels to be tempters, whom we 
now call demons.   

How can we say this was exactly as God wanted it?  Remember what we 
learned earlier.  This rebellion probably took place between Genesis 1:1 
and Genesis 1:2.  And after the first day, “God saw that it was good.”

If  it didn’t happen between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, it certainly had to have 
happened before Genesis 3:2 where Satan first shows up as a snake.  We 
assume that the angels were created before humans since in Job 38:4-
7, God says that the angels gave a “shout of  joy” when He created the 
earth’s foundation.    Whatever creation day it was that the angels were 
created, note that on each day, it was either “good” or “very good.”

Realize what this means!  Satan’s fall did not take God by surprise!  God 
did not say “Oy vey! What am I going to do now?”  It was all a part 
of  a sovereign plan that God intended to happen from Eternity Past.  
Remember, God created Satan for His own purpose.41  That purpose 
was being fulfilled. God was, is and always has been, completely and 
sovereignly in control.  

God then initiated His next phase. 
41 Colossians 1:16,17
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Phase 2:  
Right Under Satan’s Nose

In Phase 2, God could have started again on another planet with a new 
Adam and Eve and kept them far from Lucifer and not have them 
be tempted.  Or He even could have destroyed Lucifer and the fallen 
angels and then started again.  But that wasn’t God’s plan.  It would have 
belittled His glory by non-verbally communicating; “There are those 
who can disrupt God’s will and plan and therefore God has to change 
everything and start over.” No, from the beginning, it was a plan to put 
His glory on display and have a tempter who fell of  His own free will. 

This concept is seen in Isaiah 60:

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of  the 
Lord rises upon you.  See, darkness covers the earth and thick 
darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you.”  (Isaiah 60:1,2)

14Chapter
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When it says, “the glory of  the Lord rises upon you,” note the context 
where God’s glory arises.  It is in the context of  a darkness that covers 
the earth—a thick darkness.  God is saying through Isaiah, “In the 
midst of  the heart of  the rebellion—earth, where Satan is the prince—I 
will show forth my glory.  I will show how absolutely and completely 
sovereign I am—even over sinful rebellion.”

Center Stage
In this cosmic love story echoing throughout the universe, earth 
becomes center stage where the greatness of  God’s glory is fully 
revealed through rebellion, chaos, fall, judgment, redemption and 
salvation.  These are the themes and plots that fully put God’s glory in 
its greatest light!  And it is on this earth that the love story begins.

But if  the epic story is being lived through us, why are we in some small 
remote cul-de-sac in the small Milky Way galaxy in a far off  corner of  
the universe?  Why not put us in the center of  the largest galaxy in the 
center of  this vast universe?  

I believe the answer to that is somewhat simple.  If  we were in the 
center of  the universe, we’d begin to think it is about us.  But it’s not 
about us.  It’s about God.  Hence He puts this drama on some small 
obscure planet in the middle of  nowhere to remind of  us of  that.  

Because of  all of  this, there is more awe in my mind when Jesus prayed 
to his heavenly Father, “I have glorified thee on earth…” (John 17:4).  
The awe is there because He did it all right under Satan’s domain.  This 
spinning rock in a corner of  the Milky Way galaxy showcases not 
only the fall and rebellion of  free will beings, but the redemption and 
restoration of  God’s ultimate plan through the death and resurrection 
of  His Son.  His glory will shine brightly throughout eternity!

Since God is this sovereign, you should be able to rest in God’s plan for 
your life.  Ephesians 2:10 says that God has a plan for your life, and He 
had that plan since the creation of  the world.  

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
(Ephesians 2:10)

And since He is sovereign over anything Satan can throw at you, nothing 
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can stop God’s plan for you—except your 
own free will.  But if  you are yielding to 
God, then you can have confidence in your 
future.

My daughter, Elise, was crying as a senior 
in high school when she got “wait-listed” 
for attending the college of  her choice.  
She was wait-listed because she did not take a specific math class her 
senior year.  She felt terrible.  My wife felt terrible.  But God had a plan.

She ended up getting a $20,000 scholarship to another university right 
down the road.  She went, largely for financial reasons, but now looks 
back and realizes, “That’s exactly the place God wanted me to go.”

God is always in control and will never allow anything to come at you 
that can spoil God’s plans for your life or make you fall away.  He will 
always be sovereign over what Satan throws at you and will always give 
you a way out.42

The Greatness of God’s Glory
Placing humans in the heart of  Satan’s domain revealed the greatness of  
God’s glory in two key ways.

First, it showed God’s absolute complete control over Satan’s rebellion.  
Evil cannot thwart God’s plans.  God is sovereignly in control.  If  God 
had been “forced” to put Adam and Eve on another planet, it would 
have non-verbally communicated that Satan could disrupt God’s plans.  
And that is not possible.  (What peace this can bring to our hearts 
knowing that God isn’t thinking this up as He’s going along.  God was, 
is, and always will be, sovereignly in control having thought through 
every detail of  life.)

Secondly, with the rebellion being complete, God’s plan from Eternity 
Past was now coming together.  He now had a tempter who became 
Satan through his own free will.  (Remember, He wanted this tempter 
because God Himself  cannot tempt anyone.43)  This tempter’s role was 
to tempt the coming humanity to reject God’s glory, just like Lucifer 
had.
42 1 Corinthians 10:13
43 James 1:13

If we were in the
center of the

universe, we’d 
begin to

think it was 
about us.
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Then humanity came; Adam and Eve were created.  Adam and Eve 
walked in a garden where the glory of  God was there to meet their 
every need.  It was “heaven on earth” with one exception.  There was 
a tempter.  When that tempter tempted Adam and Eve, they fell.  And 
there were ramifications.  The woman would have pain in childbearing.  
The man would toil over the soil.  The snake would crawl. And the 
ground was cursed.  As a result, the glory of  God was withheld from its 
fullest extent.  

What does it mean that the ground is cursed?  It means the trees we see 
are not as beautiful as the trees Adam and Eve saw.   The grass and the 
shrubs and the flowers are not at their fullest bloom and glory.  What we 
see is beautiful, indeed.  But what we shall see in heaven when the new 
earth is created will be far more glorious.  No wonder Paul wrote, “Now 
we see in a mirror but dimly….”44

Note, the earth as Adam and Eve first saw it was far more glorious than 
what we are experiencing today.  One day we will see it in its fullest 
glory—the glory of  God will be fully revealed!

God’s Second Creation of Beings
As time went on, Adam and Eve’s descendants were created 
unimaginably frail.  In this fallen world, they are born unable to take 
care of  themselves.  They can’t walk or talk or even eat on their own.  
Left to themselves, they could not continue to exist.  As they grow and 
mature, they also realize that their lifespan is limited.  They will not live 
on forever in their bodies as the angels do.  There will be a point where 
their frail bodies will give out.  Their hearts will stop.  They will die—
unlike the angels.  In the big picture of  things, it is extremely humbling 
for humanity.

This second creation of  beings by God (us—humanity) also had a free 
will like the angels.  But we are different from the angels in the following 
ways.

•	 We are bound to sin.45  (The angels are not.46)
•	 Our insight is extremely limited—way below our “60”.  (Instead 

44 1 Corinthians 13:12
45 Romans 11:32
46 Proof  of  this is seen in the fact that 2/3’rds of  the angels did not fall away 
from God.
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of  seeing God and openly worshiping Him, we have to learn to 
walk by faith.47)

•	 We will be tested, but can repent if/when we fail.
•	 At the beginning of  our existence, we will not be in our final 

eternal state with exalted bodies, rather we will be born as 
babies, totally dependent upon others to take care of  us.

•	 We will need to grow both physically and spiritually.
•	 We will also need to grow in the knowledge of  God and learn 

valuable lessons that will last forever before we get our new 
bodies.  

•	 (Some might be tempted to say that we are in the image of  God 
and the angels are not, but nowhere in the Scripture does it say 
that angels are not in God’s image.  It is simply implied, but we 
are not sure about that.)

With these differences and the tempter in place, God knew we humans 
(of  our own free will) would be lured away by Satan from His glory 
and love—and fall.  But because of  our limited insight (way below a 
“60”) we have the opportunity to repent.  Many of  us would choose to 
repent!  We would then begin a relationship with God.  Our repentance 
would initiate a growing love and friendship with the living God.  In the 
process, He would also test us in order to teach us valuable lessons we 
would apply throughout Eternity Future.   

Phase 2 would not last one day, nor one year, but thousands of  years.  
In it God would be allowing humanity to procreate, resulting in billions 
upon billions of  potential free will worshipers—all claimed right under 
Satan’s domain showing God’s absolute sovereignty and power!

To help them walk by faith, they would be told of  a Messiah who would 
deliver them from their sins.  For the first 2,000 years, they would hope 
and look forward to a Messiah who would one day take away their sins.  
In the second 2,000+ years, they would have to believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah and could take away their sins.  This faith would develop the 
very core of  who they are.  That core is what they would carry over into 
Eternity Future.

God’s Benefits
What are the benefits to God in Phase 2?   (Remember, this is about 
what God gets.)
47 2 Corinthians 5:7
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God would also be allowed to live out His grace and mercy by forgiving 
humans who repent.  He would then have what He always wanted, a 
relationship with them.  Remember, love loves to love.  He would also 
be able to live out “greater love” (Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”48)  This would be seen in the life 
of  Jesus, who, of  His own free will49, would choose to come down from 
heaven, live a perfect life, and die a terrible death for those whom He 
loves.

Phase 2 also allowed God to love unconditionally50 (He couldn’t do that 
in Eternity Past because each of  the Trinity was worthy of  absolute, 
complete love), to shepherd (He is a shepherd—John 10:14), to have 
compassion (Exodus 33:19), to lead (Isaiah 40:11), to counsel (He is a 
counselor—Isaiah 9:6) to give hope (1 Timothy 1:1), to be an example 
(John 13:15), to restore (Psalm 23:3), to redeem (He is a redeemer—
Isaiah 59:20), to intercede as a priest (Hebrews 5:6, 7:17), to be the 
author our faith (Hebrews 12:2), to perfect our faith (Hebrews 12:2), to 
be a judge  (2 Corinthians 5:10 ), and to govern (Isaiah 9:6).  None of  
this was He able to do in Eternity Past.

As of  the writing of  this book, Phase 2 has taken at least four millennia.  
As explained in my book, God’s Bottom Line, it will continue until all 
ethnic groups are reached through people reaching people.  Once that 
happens, His greatest glory will be revealed from those of  us here on 
earth.  And a byproduct of  it all will be our greatest joy—forever!  

Wow, what a God who thought up all of  this in Eternity Past!

So what happens in Phase 3?

48 John 15:13
49 Matthew 26:53
50 1 John 4:8
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Phase 3:
A New Heaven and a

New Earth

Phase 3 begins in Revelation 21:1 when there is a new heaven and a new 
earth.  

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 
no longer any sea. (Revelation 21:1)

Somewhere during this time, we will be rewarded for our lives here on 
this earth.  Somewhere during the beginning of  that time we will be 
given new bodies that shine like the sun.  We’ll also be given new jobs 
and new opportunities for service to the King! Some of  us will be given 
kingdoms!  Some of  us will rule over planets.  Some will rule over cities.    

15Chapter
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All of  this will be service to our God, The King!

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 
God, and they will reign on the earth.”  (Revelation 5:10)

The Greek word for earth (ge) can reference this earth, or any country or 
fixed property.  It does not necessarily mean this particular earth.  This 
means it allows for us to co-rule over the universe with Jesus.

Differences
But there will be a few big differences in Phase 3.

First, Satan will be bound in the lake of  fire forever.51  There will be no 
more tempters, no more temptation.  

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 
lake of  burning sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.  (Revelation 20:10)

Second, our old nature will be gone.  And with the old nature gone, so 
goes the pain we’ve experienced for so long in this world.

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of  things 
has passed away.  (Revelation 21:4)

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written 
in the Lamb’s book of  life.  (Revelation 21:27)

There will be no more jealousy.  There will be no more backbiting.  
There will be no more words that hurt us.  No more pain.  Every word 
spoken to us will be uplifting.  Every touch will be one of  love.  Every 
job will be thrilling and satisfying.  We’ll be living in God-exalting 
societies where every facet of  culture points us to God.  

Every day we’ll wake up and cry, “Glory!  I love what I’m doing.  I love 
who I am.  I’m in love with the Almighty God.  I love this life!”

51 Revelation 20:10
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Third, we who are exalted will be given new bodies and will never 
choose to rebel, for we will already know how ugly and empty rebellion 
is.  We will have learned valuable lessons that will keep us close to God.  
We will also be wed to Christ as His bride.  We will rule and reign over 
the heavens.

Divorce Proof
What will be the result of  all of  these differences?  Jesus will never have 
to divorce His bride.  He will love us (and we will love Him) perfectly, 
forever and ever.  It will not be a bride who was forced to walk down 
the aisle.  Jesus will never “slip us the pill” to make us fall in love with 
Him.  It will be a perfect, free-will love that will last forever.  (No fairy 
tale has come close to touching this epic, eternal romance!)

God will have done all of  this out of  His glorious mercy and grace.  He 
wasn’t forced to do it.  He didn’t need to do it.  He wanted to do it.  He 
wanted to put His glory on display forever!

And by the very fact that we will have been forgiven saints who will have 
the honor of  sitting with Christ on His throne, God’s mercy and grace 
will be put on display and lived out—forever in Eternity Future!  We will 
know that it is still by His grace that this continues as we see the smoke 
rising up from hell forever52 reminding us of  our rebellious state in the 
bygone days of  Phase 2.  

God’s Ultimate Goal
God ultimately wants us to be exalted with 
bodies of  magnificence and power—to rule 
and reign with Him over the universe as a 
bride to His Son.  He loves us and wants to 
bless us in this way.  This is how He “lives 
out” His grace forever.  But He didn’t want 
to start us out that way lest we fall.  So 
He began by creating a planet on which 
there was a tempter who could tempt us to fall.  Through our rebellion, 
repentance, mercy and grace, we will see God in a whole new light 
and learn to love and worship Him forever!  Every lesson learned will 
ultimately prepare us for our ruling and reigning as His bride.

This is our final destiny.  This is the big, Big, I mean really BIG picture.  
52 Revelation 19:3

This is your
final destiny.

This is the big,
Big, BIG
picture.
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What a God who thought this up in Eternity Past!  What a God who 
calls us His servants in this life but ultimately transforms us to rule and 
reign as kings in the end!  What a God who loves unconditionally and 
who wants to lavish on us grace and mercy!  If  I am to be a pawn to 
anyone, this is a God to whom I want to be a pawn.  This is a God to 
whom I want to be a servant.  This is a God to whom I trust my entire 
soul.

And all of  this is because of  glory.  This glory is seen in a Father’s 
infinite love for His Son. This glory is so amazing and so wonderful 
that it had to be put on display and lived out.  Never forget, it all starts 
with God’s glory, it all ends with God’s glory, and everything in between 
points to His glory!

This is a God worth living for.  This is a God worth suffering for.  This 
is a God worth dying for.  This is the God we worship!
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A Fictitious Scenario
Is it possible to imagine how any of  this could have happened in 
Eternity Past?  The answer is “no.”  Everything is simply a guess, since 
none of  us were there!  And to try and write it as if  it actually happened 
is extremely difficult because the Trinity is Three-In-One.  How can 
they not know what is going on if  they are One?  And how do they 
communicate if  they are Spirit?  

None of  these aspects of  the Trinity are clear.  But from Mark 13:32 
and John 14:28, it does seem that the Father has wisdom and insight that 
the other two do not have.  Based on that simple concept, a fictitious 
scenario has been created on what might have happened.  This has been 
done for those who still may not completely understand my conjecture 
into why God created as shown in the previous chapters.  

Hence, the following fictitious attempt is to help us understand what 
might have taken place in Eternity Past. 

v     v     v

The Spirit grinned at the Father with a twinkle in His eye.  The Father 
smiled back with a glance toward Jesus.  Something was going on.

Jesus eyed them with jubilant suspicion.  “I know You two are up to 
something!” He said with a big smile across His face.

“Jesus, We are just so uplifted by You,” said the Father with the Spirit 

16Chapter
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right next to Him.  “You are absolutely perfect in all Your ways.  You are 
a delight to Our souls.  Your very presence brings an infinite happiness 
and joy to Our being.” 

“Yeah, Jesus, You are just fun to hang around,” said the Spirit.  “And We 
love You so much.”

“I love both of  You as well,” replied Jesus.  “Father, no one could 
ever hope or imagine having someone like You in their lives.  You are 
truth, You are light, and You are love itself.  You are perfect and I love 
following Your example in everything.  And Spirit, who could have as 
close a friend as You?  You are always there.  Always ready to rejoice 
with the Father.  Always ready to praise the Father with Me.  I could 
never ask for anything or anyone as perfect as the both of  You.  The 
love We have among the three of  Us is matchless.”

Jesus then paused.  “But, even though Our love is perfect, I know You 
two are up to something ‘cause I can see it in Your faces!” He said with 
a smile.

The Spirit burst out in laughter!  “You’re right!  Father, can We tell Him 
now?  Can We tell Him about the gift We want to give Him?”

The Father nodded with a joy that communicated a sense of  extreme 
expectation.

“Jesus, do You know how We’ve been talking about how wonderful Our 
glory is?” said the Holy Spirit.

“Yes.  We’ve known it for a long, long time and seeing the depth of  
Our love grow in ever increasing ways is simply incredible.  It’s hard to 
imagine that Our love keeps growing and growing, but it is wonderful!  I 
love it!” said Jesus.

God the Father spoke saying, “We think We need to show off  that love, 
in fact, all of  Our glory.  It is so wonderful, so beautiful, so satisfying, so 
amazing, We’ve just got to live it out fully and show it off.  It’s the only 
right thing to do!”  

Jesus eyed them both not knowing where they were going. “How do 
You propose We do that?  And,” He hesitated for a second, “We already 
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know how wonderful it is.  Who are We showing this off  to? I’m not 
getting this.”

“We think it’s time We start creating,” declared God the Father smiling 
at the Spirit.  “We need to put Our glory in four dimensions.”

Jesus said, “Four dimensions?”

“Yes,” said the Spirit with great joy!  “It’s something the Father has 
thought up.  Instead of  simply being spirit and knowing about Our 
glory, it will be something physical.  It will have the three dimensions.  
They’ll be called height, width and depth, all of  which will exist 
throughout the fourth dimension called ‘time.’”

“Height, width and depth… so it will be physical?” Jesus asked 
innocently.

“Yes, and not only that, but tell Him the good part, Father,” the Holy 
Spirit said with excitement!

“Much of  Our glory will be seen through inanimate objects.  This will 
be the majority of  what We create.  It will be a perfect reflection of  our 
glory.  But We’ll also have animate creations as well.”

“Animate creations,” Jesus thought through the implications of  these 
words.  “So they’ll have life like Us?”  Jesus said, half  as a question, half  
as a statement.

“Yes!” replied the Spirit.

“And will they be in Our image?” asked Jesus.

“Some of  the animate creatures will.  They will be the prize of  Our 
creation,” said the Spirit.  “But most will not.  You won’t be able to 
believe what He’s thinking up Jesus—about the inanimate objects.  He’s 
thinking of—not just one—but trillions upon trillions of  balls of  fire 
called stars with rocks orbiting around them.  They’ll create what We’ll 
call the universe.”

“Trillions upon trillions,” whispered Jesus, smiling to Himself.  “That 
sounds like You, Father!   For Our infinite glory to be put on display, it 
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would certainly take trillions upon trillions of  balls of  fire and orbiting 
rocks.”  There was a pause.  The Father and Spirit smiled as they saw 
Jesus thinking.  

“So tell Me more about these animate creations—these living objects,” 
pondered Jesus.

“More than objects, Jesus,” said the Spirit with such enthusiasm it 
couldn’t be contained.  “These will be anything from plants to animals—
as well as people, male and female, a man and a woman.  And then 
they’ll come together—this is the really cool part—and become one 
themselves.  Together they’ll procreate.”

“So plants will make more plants, and animals will make more animals?” 
Jesus hesitantly asked.

“Yes,” cried the Spirit with uncontainable excitement.    

“What about these people,” Jesus continued, “why are they mentioned 
separately from the plants and animals?”

“Because they—and only they—will be created in Our image,” the 
Father said in infinite wisdom. 

“In Our image!” Jesus said utterly amazed.  “They’ll have an eternal soul 
with a free will?”

“Yes, that’s right,” the Father replied, as a smile began to break out on 
His face watching Jesus’ reaction.  

“And their procreation—will they be in Our image as well?”

“Yes,” jumped in the Holy Spirit.  “They’ll be called male and female, all 
of  whom will be in Our image.  And as they procreate, more and more 
people will be birthed who can choose to experience Our glory!”

“These people, will they see Our glory in the inanimate objects?”

“Not only in the inanimate objects,” said the Father, “but they will see 
Our glory in each other and in how they interact and love one another.”
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“Oh, so they’ll be able to love?” questioned Jesus.

“Yes,” blurted out the Spirit with more exuberance.  “And not only each 
other, but they’ll be able to know Our perfect love that will transform 
them forever.” 

“So We’ll have a relationship with them?  We’ll be able to love them 
and show them the perfect, indescribable love that We share with each 
other?”   Jesus said wondering out loud.  
 
“Yes,” said the Father, with a fullness of  joy that was unspeakable.  “And 
not only that, but We’ll be able to live out aspects of  Our glory We 
haven’t been able to do up until this point.”

“What do You mean ‘live out aspects of  Our glory?’” said Jesus.

“Father, this is so exciting,” said the Holy Spirit with eyes wide.  “I don’t 
even know about this part!”

“Well, let Me ask You a question,” says the Father.  “Jesus, You are rich 
in mercy,53 but have You been able to show the Holy Spirit any mercy?”

“Of  course not,” replied Jesus.  “He’s so perfect and wonderful, and I 
love Him so much. I’ll never have to—or need to show Him any mercy, 
not even grace.”

“And the same goes for You, Holy Spirit.  You’re rich in mercy, too, but 
have You been able to show any grace or mercy to Jesus?”

“No, He’s perfect in all ways.  I’ll never need to show Him grace or 
mercy—or You for that matter.”

“Have either of  You loved each other—or Me for that matter—
unconditionally?”

“No,” they both replied.  “You are perfect.  You meet every condition 
there could ever be.”

“I think I know what You’re getting at,” said Jesus.  “If  We are to create 
a creation, We will create a creation that We can not only love—but love 
53 Ephesians 2:4
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unconditionally—and at the same time they will be a creation that will 
need mercy and grace.  That way We can live out different aspects of  
Our glory We haven’t been able to express thus far.”

“What a great idea!” said the Holy Spirit filling infinity with joy.  “I’ve 
always known how wonderful and amazing grace and mercy are—and 
I’ve always wondered how to live them out along with unconditional 
love, but I’ve never been able to give it to either of  You because of  Your 
perfection.  Having a creation that needs mercy and grace will be a great 
idea.  We’ll be able to fully love and live out who We are!”

“Yes,” continued the Father, “but in order for Us to love in that way and 
live out Our glory by giving them grace and mercy, they’re going to rebel 
against Us—to willingly and freely choose someone or something to be 
more valuable than Us.  And that has tremendous ramifications.”

“But why would they do that?” asked the Holy Spirit, realizing He only 
knew a smidgen of  what the Father was thinking.  “What We have to 
offer is so amazingly satisfying and is the greatest treasure anyone could 
ever have with the fullest of  joy.  Who in their right mind would choose 
to rebel against Us?”

“If  they don’t rebel, it will never be proven that they truly have a free 
will.  And if  they don’t have a free will, their love toward Us will be 
forced and contrived.  And that love won’t be the precious love We 
share amongst ourselves and what We want for them.  And on top of  all 
of  that, We wouldn’t be able to live out Our grace and mercy—or love 
them unconditionally,” said the Father.

“So what are the ramifications?” asked Jesus.

“Good question,” said the Father.  “Think through this with Me.  There 
are many aspects of  Our glory We have not been able to live out up to 
this point: grace, mercy, unconditional love, shepherding, counseling—
just to name a few.  And yet, this is who We are.  So in creating a 
creation, We will have to do a couple of  things.  One of  the first things 
would be that We’ll have to allow sin to exist.” 
 
Jesus’ eyes opened up wide and the Holy Spirit’s mouth dropped.  
“Allow sin to exist?” both said.
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“Yes,” said the Father with a loving smile.  “This will do two things.  
First, it will contrast how wonderful and truly satisfying Our glory 
actually is.”

“So as sin is lived out, it will show the utter darkness and despair of  
what life outside of  Your perfect will is like, and it will make Our glory 
shine like the brightness of  day in comparison?” Jesus said hesitantly.

“Yes,” said the Father.  “And it’s Our glory We want to shine—to 
put on display.  But secondly, it will allow Us to live out mercy, grace, 
unconditional love, and many other aspects of  Our wonderful glory 
which We haven’t been able to live out.”

“So We’ll create a creation and force them to sin?” asked the Holy Spirit 
still a bit confused. 

 “Yes, Father, wouldn’t we have to force them to sin like the Spirit said?” 
added Jesus.  “But that doesn’t make sense because earlier You said 
‘willingly and freely choose to rebel.’  If  We are forcing them to sin, 
that’s not allowing them to have a free will—is it?”

“Why do they have to have a free will?” said the Holy Spirit.  “What’s 
wrong with simply forcing them to sin so We can have mercy?”

“Great questions,” said the Father.  “And the answer lies in the fact that 
they must have a free will.”

“Why?” replied the Holy Spirit.

“If  they didn’t have a free will and they were forced to choose Our glory 
as a treasure, it wouldn’t make Our glory very valuable, would it?  Being 
forced to choose something gives the object chosen no value at all.  And 
again, their love would not be like the love We freely share—which 
reflects Our glory wondrously.”

“So, in order for Our glory to shine the most, and for Our love to be the 
most precious, it has to be freely chosen?” said the Holy Spirit.

“Wow,” said Jesus, having His breath taken away.  “Allowing for evil; 
I never would have thought of  that one, but it makes sense.  Without 
seeing evil lived out, they’ll never know how wonderful Our glory really 
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is.  Nor will they have a choice, which mandates that they have a free 
will.”

The Spirit replied, “So how can We force them to sin if  they have a free 
will?”

“We won’t force them, but whatever way they freely choose to go, they 
will sin.  We will ‘bind them’54 to sin,” said the Father.

“You mean they have a free will,” injected Jesus, “but whatever way 
they choose to go—whatever they choose to do, it will always be a way 
communicating that Our glory is not truly satisfying?”

“They’ll make good decisions and bad decisions,” said the Father.  “But 
they’ll be ‘bound’ to making bad decisions which reflect a rebellious 
spirit.  They will be held accountable for those bad choices.”

“This is only for the humans, right?  It doesn’t apply to the plants and 
animals,” innocently questioned Jesus.

“That’s right,” the Father replied.

“But, Father,” said Jesus, “how will people even know that sin is an 
option? How are they going to know to choose between good and evil 
if  all they know is Us?  Someone is going to have to tempt them to do 
evil.”

“That’s right,” said the Father—baiting them to think deeper about the 
idea.

“But Father,” injected the Holy Spirit taking the bait, “We can’t tempt 
anyone to sin?55  That’s impossible.  How’s that going to work?”

“We are going to create a tempter,56” said the Father in eternal wisdom.  
“One who will seek to overthrow Our purposes in creation.”

“So We’re going to create a tempter whose sole responsibility is to tempt 
the people We create?” asked the Holy Spirit.

54 Romans 11:32
55 James 1:13
56 Colossians 1:16
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“Not exactly,” said the Father.  “If  it was his sole responsibility, he 
would have been created without a free will.  And that would belittle 
Our glory.”

“So he won’t start off  as a tempter?” the Spirit asked innocently.

“That’s right,” said the Father.  “He’ll start off  worshipping Us in 
perfect harmony and fellowship.  And he’ll receive the worship and 
praise from other angels and pass that along to us.”57 

“So will this tempter be of  the people-creation-type?  Will he be like a 
man or a woman?” questioned Jesus.

“No,” replied the Father.  “Before We create men and women, We’ll first 
create what I’m going to call angels.”

“What are angels?” said the Holy Spirit.

“Angels will be beings who will worship Us freely in Our presence and 
fully enjoy Our love and joy and who will serve Us,” said the Father.    

“So they’ll have a free will?” asked the Spirit.

“Oh yes,” replied the Father.  

“But why would they ever rebel against what We have to offer?” 
questioned Jesus.  “What We have is so perfect and wonderful.  No one 
would ever reject it.”

“Well,” said the Father,  “one of  them We will create to be perfect in 
all of  his ways.58  His name will be Lucifer.  He will stand out above 
the rest.  His position of  authority will have the admiration of  so many 
others.”59

“What will that do?” questioned Jesus, hesitantly.

“Over time,” the father continued, “pride will get the best part of  him 
57 Many theologians believe that Ezekiel 28:16 brings us to this conclusion.  But 
at the same time, many others do not.  J
58 Ezekiel 28:11
59 Ezekiel 28:16
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and he will not be satisfied with what has been given to him.  As a result, 
he will rebel—he will chose to be independent from Us.”

“Why would he even think of  becoming prideful?” Jesus asked sincerely.  
“How could anyone who is created by You seek to become independent 
or rebel against You—their Creator?”

“He’ll become full of  pride, because he will be created in a perfect state.  
He will know of  nothing less.  And His duties will get the best of  him.  
Over time, the fact that We created him will be a part of  his distant past.  
Then he’ll be so focused on the present and on the administration of  his 
responsibilities, he will forget how absolutely dependent upon Us he is.  
And eventually He’ll want to be like Us.  He’ll want to be like The Most 
High.60”

“Ridiculous,” said Jesus.  “How could a created being become like Us?  
They are created.  It’s illogical.”

“Their emotions and feelings will get in the way of  them thinking 
logically,” said the Father.

“Then We’ll get to show mercy and grace to this angel?” said the Holy 
Spirit.

“No,” said the Father calmly.  “Being in Our presence will give them 
too much insight to allow him—and those that follow him—to repent.  
They will have known too much and with that much knowledge, 
repentance will not be permitted.”

“So he’ll become the tempter who has always had a free will,” said Jesus 
with His mind spinning.

“That’s right,” said the Father.  “Our sovereignty will be exerted over 
both the free will of  angels and the free will of  people—humanity, 
whom we’ll call humans.  This will show Our glory in even greater ways!   
 
“Who is he going to tempt, other angels?” questioned the Spirit.

“He will already have done that,” said the Father smiling at the Holy 

60 Isaiah 14:14
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Spirit.  “One third61 of  the angels will follow him in rebellion, believing 
him to be more precious and satisfying than Us and Our glory.  They 
will be kicked out of  the government of  God and be put on an orbiting 
rock—a planet—we will call earth.”

“What’s a planet?” asked the Spirit without hesitation.  

“It will be a physical orb that will revolve safely around the balls of  fire 
where humans will be able to exist,” responded the Father in love.

“Then what will happen?” queried the Holy Spirit.  

“That’s when and where We’ll create the humans,” said the Father.  
“We’ll start off  with two—a male and female, but through procreation, 
they’ll eventually multiply into billions.  But the first two will start off  
not nearly as powerful, not nearly as wise, and in no way perfect like 
the tempter.  And before they procreate, they will be tempted by the 
tempter.  Then they will choose his way over Our way.  From then on, 
their procreation—what we’ll call children—will be created as infants.  
Unlike the angels, they’ll all have to grow and develop.  And they too 
shall have a free will.  They will be able to choose between Us and 
anyone and anything else.”

“So they won’t be on a different planet from the tempter?” asked the 
Holy Spirit.

“Oh no, they’ll be right under the tempter’s domain—on earth.62  And 
by being sovereign over his actions, We’ll be showing Our glory in 
breathtaking ways!” replied the Father.  “If  We kept them on separate 
planets, it would be communicating that there are those who can thwart 
Our perfect plans.  And that’s just not possible.”

“And so the tempter will tempt the humans, and many of  them will 
rebel, right?” said Jesus.  

“All of  them63,” said the Father in His perfect wisdom.

“Why all of  them?” asked Jesus.  “Why not just a third of  them like the 

61 Revelation 12:4
62 John 12:31
63 Romans 3:23
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angels?”

“Because they will all need to know Our mercy and grace for the role 
they’ll play in Eternity Future,” said the Father.  

“Will We be able to show all of  them mercy?” questioned the Holy 
Spirit, not sure how everything was fitting together.

“Yes, We will,” said the Father.

“But how are they different from the angels who had free will and who 
can’t repent?” humbly queried the Holy Spirit.

“Because their insight won’t be as high, right Father?” said Jesus, 
beginning to understand.

“That’s right!” said the Father.  “The first two, We’ll call them Adam and 
Eve, will be created as young adults and their bodies will be nothing like 
Lucifer’s will be.  We’ll be close to them and fellowship with them, but 
We’ll also test them.  It is at that time they will be tempted by Lucifer, 
whom we’ll call ‘The Evil One.’  He will get them to not be satisfied 
with all We’ve given them.  It will be at that time that they will sin. Their 
actions will then bind all of  their future descendants to sin.64   From 
then on, We won’t be able to walk with any of  them like we did with 
Adam and Eve, lest they die.  None of  them will be able to see Us and 
live.65”  

“How will We protect them from the Evil One if  We can’t be physically 
next to them?” asked the Holy Spirit.

“The two-thirds of  the angels who did not follow Lucifer will be Our 
messengers.  They will guard them and protect them66 from the Evil 
One and from those that followed him—the demons.  We will be in 
touch with them spiritually, but not physically.”    

“So humans will have to walk by faith,67” said Jesus, “believing that We 

64 Romans 5:12
65 Exodus 33:20
66 Psalm 91:11
67 Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38
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exist and that We will reward those who seek Us.68  And because their 
insight will be so low, We can show them mercy multiple times over, isn’t 
that right, Father?”

“Yes,” said the Father smiling.

“But in choosing to delight in the temporary things that We create 
over Our glory,” there was another long pregnant pause by the Father, 
“their choice is going to have great ramifications on how Our glory is 
displayed.”

“What do you mean?” the Spirit and Jesus said in unison.

“Our glory naturally will meet every need.  It will protect them69 and 
provide for them.  But if  We keep allowing Our glory to do that even 
when they are sinful, they’ll never see the need for Us.  So we’ll have to 
tone down Our glory,” said the Father.

“You mean, like stain it?” asked the Spirit incredulously.   

“Are We going to do this to protect them?” replied Jesus.  

“Yes,” spoke the Father.

“But why?” questioned the Spirit.  “If  we live out Our glory fully, will 
their insight be so high that they won’t be able to repent like the fallen 
angels?”

“No, but it will be close.  And I don’t ever want their rebellion to take 
them to a point where they can’t repent.  If  they can’t repent, We can’t 
live out Our mercy or show them grace—the very reason why We made 
them bound to sin.  So We’ll need to withhold the fullest extent of  
Our glory by not allowing even sin to be present, but something just as 
wicked: disease, sickness and death.  We’ll do all this through cursing the 
very creation70 We created to perfectly reflect Our glory.  In fact, these 
humans will even die.”

68 Hebrews 11:6
69 Notice what happened in John 18:6.  The glory of  God would not allow Jesus 
to be harmed.  God overruled this glory and allowed Jesus to be harmed to 
fulfill God’s eternal purposes.
70 Genesis 3:17
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“But Father, We love them, why would We let them die?” said the Holy 
Spirit.

“Their death will not be a permanent death.  It will be a physical death.  
But their spirits shall live on forever—remember, they are in Our image.  
They can’t be annihilated.”

“But why the disease and sickness?” asked Jesus.    

“Those will be tools that We will use to draw them closer to Us.  If  We 
let our glory be perfectly reflected and have everything go their way, 
they’d never look to Us in their fallen state. And they might reach the 
point of  not being able to repent.  So in order to get them to look to 
Us—to want Us—to need Us, We’ll allow for sickness and disease in the 
world.”

“So We’ll use sickness and disease and death to take them to a point 
where they will want—and need Us—while at the same time protecting 
them?” questioned Jesus.

“Yes,” said the Father with passion.  “Even after they come to know Us, 
We can use sickness and disease to test them and to purify them so that 
Our glory will shine in them in an even greater way.”

“And that’s the goal of  all aspects of  creation—to show off  Our glory,” 
said the Spirit, half  convincing Himself.  “Even the humans are created 
for the purpose of  glorifying us.”71

“Father,” Jesus said harmlessly.  “Will there ever be a time when You 
fully restore Our glory to creation?  Where it will fully shine?”  

“Yes,” said the Father with great joy.  “There will come a time when 
We will destroy everything by fire72 and then create a new heaven and a 
new earth.73  The Evil One will be eternally punished in a lake of  fire—
never again to tempt humans.74 The new heaven and the new earth will 
perfectly reflect Our glory the way We originally designed it to be, the 
way it was before sin entered into the world.”

71 Romans 15:8,9
72 2 Peter 3:10
73 Revelation 21:1
74 Revelation 20:14
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“In this new heaven and new earth,” asked the Spirit, “Our glory will 
meet their every need, right?  And there will be no more sin, no more 
sickness, no more disease, no more death….”

“That’s right,” said the Father joyfully.  “We will get to fully live out Our 
glory, restoring it back to its original, awesome, natural state.  We will 
get to live it out freely—meeting their every need, with people freely 
worshipping Us and without sin.”

“Incredible,” said Jesus thinking through it all.  The Spirit was 
speechless.

“But before all of  that can happen,” the Father said sincerely, “Our 
holiness will not allow Us to have a relationship with anyone who is 
sinful.75  They will have to be pure and blameless before We can relate to 
them.  And a great price will need to be paid before We can live out Our 
glory back to its brilliant, radiant greatness.”

“But how can that happen?  They are bound to sin,” queried the Holy 
Spirit.

There was what seemed to be an eternal, pregnant pause throughout 
infinity.  Finally, the silence quietly yielded.

“Greater love has no man than this, that He lay down His life for His 
friend,” Jesus said softly to Himself.

“What?” said the Spirit.

“Greater love has no man than this, that He lay down His life for His 
friend.” Jesus spoke again, this time with more confidence.  “Someone is 
going to have to lay down his life for them.”

“That’s right,” continued the Father.  “Because of  their sin—their 
choice to choose someone or something to be more precious than Our 
glory—their relationship with Us will be broken and Our glory will have 
been stained.  And in order to restore a relationship with them and be 
able to live out Our glory fully, someone must pay the penalty for the 
effects of  sin.”

75 Isaiah 59:2
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There was another long pause among the Trinity.

“They can’t do it on their own,” mused the Holy Spirit.  “Rejecting Our 
infinite glory demands an infinite penalty.  But because they are finite, 
that means an eternal penalty.  That means they would be separated 
from Us forever.  There’s no way they could pay that themselves.  What 
are We going to do?”

“I’ll do it, Father,” said Jesus confidently.  “I’ll pay the eternal penalty for 
their sin so that We can have a relationship with them and allow them to 
see the fullest extent of  Our glory.”

“How is that going to work?” questioned the Holy Spirit.  “You can’t 
sin….”

“Yes, but He can become one of  them, live a perfect life, and then die 
a redeeming death, taking their sins on Himself, 76” said the Father in 
eternal wisdom.

“So what will that do?” continued the Holy Spirit with now endless, 
innocent questions.

“It will allow Me to accept His perfect life as a substitute for their sinful 
lives. When I look at them, I will now see His image in their eyes.  He 
will die a death He does not deserve to die and His death will be the 
penalty for their sins,77” said the Father.

“But Our glory is infinite,” cried the Holy Spirit.  “How is His life and 
death going to pay an eternal and infinite penalty?”

“By Me forsaking My Son,78” said the Father with complete composure.

The Holy Spirit froze.  “Forsake Your Son?  Turn Your back on Him?  
Separate Yourself  from Him infinitely and eternally?”

“Not eternally, but yes, infinitely.  It will only take a moment’s 
separation—but that separation will be infinite.  For one moment 
in time I will be infinitely separated from my Son.  That pain and 

76 2 Corinthians 5:21
77 Galatians 3:13
78 Matthew 27:46
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separation will be adequate for their sin, but I shall be restored to 
Him after that infinite separation…and, yes, that’s the plan,” said the 
Father peacefully.  “His perfect life will become their perfect life and 
Our momentary, infinite separation will pay the eternal penalty they 
should pay for rejecting Our glory.  That will allow Us to love them 
unconditionally and be loved by them—as well as fully live out Our 
glory that We want to lavish on them.”

“Again, I’ll gladly do it,79” said Jesus.

“Thank You, Son, I knew You would,” replied the Father.  

“But why?” cried the Holy Spirit.  “Why would You separate from the 
Father infinitely?”

“Because this is about Our glory being displayed as infinitely valuable—
and being lived out,” said Jesus calmly.  “And You know just as much as 
I do, that greater love hath no one than this, that he lay down his life for 
His friends80.”

“So all of  this is about Us living out glory—the greatest love possible—
by laying Your life down to show the infinite worth of  Our Father’s 
glory81?” the Holy Spirit said slowly and with a bit more understanding.

“Yes,” said Jesus in great love with a smile on His face. “We’ve always 
known what greater love meant, but We’ve never known how to show it.  
Now, in the Father’s infinite wisdom, We do.”

“And because of  such sacrifice,” the Father continued radiating His 
smile, “every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is 
Lord.82  And I’ll bring all things together in heaven and earth under 
Jesus, My Son.”83

“Thank You, Father” said Jesus.  “You are so amazingly good.”

“Father,” said the Spirit with a bit of  reluctance.  “Those who don’t 

79 John 10:18
80 John 15:13
81 John 12:27,28
82 Philippians 2:10,11
83 Ephesians 1:10
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treasure Us, who see other things or people as more valuable than 
Our glory—those who have sinned and never repent, what ultimately 
happens to them?” 

“Because they aren’t infinite like Jesus, their finite souls will have to be 
eternally separated from Us and punished, just like the tempter, in a 
place We’ll call hell,84” said the Father.

“Will those in hell continually be in a state of  rebellion?” asked the 
Spirit.

“No,” said the Father.  “In hell, they will bow before Jesus as well.85  For 
it is the only right thing to do for Our glory and that must be done.”

“But won’t We still love them?” said the Spirit innocently.

“Yes,” replied the Father in all love.  “And even in hell Our love shall be 
made known to them.”

“How?” queried Jesus.

“To get them to bow before You, Jesus, We will need to exert a certain 
amount of  force on them.  Think of  it as ‘twisting their arms behind 
their backs’.  Our love will be manifested to them in that We will not 
twist their arms any harder than needed.”86 

“So You won’t over punish them?” inquired the Spirit.   

“That’s right,” said the Father.  “Love wouldn’t do that.  But we’ll make 
it sound like a it’s a terrible place with fire and brimstone because We 
really don’t want them to go there.”

“So Our glory won’t meet their every need?” innocently asked the Spirit.

“No,” said the Father quietly.  “It was designed to do that, but they will 
have rejected Our glory, hence We will not live it out among them.”

“But none-the-less, love and justice meet in a perfect balancing act in 

84 Matthew 25:41
85 Philippians 2:10,11
86 Don Richardson taught this concept to me personally.
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hell,” Jesus said thinking out loud.  “Love, in that there is a minimal 
amount of  twisting needed.  Justice, in that they bow before Us, the only 
right thing to be done.”

“Yes, We are love.  We always will be, even when they are in hell.  But in 
their final state of  unrepentance, they will have made the decision to be 
separated from Us and Our glory eternally.  This will be their choice, not 
Ours.  We will honor it and give them what they have chosen.  Though 
they were unrepentant on earth, there will be eternal repentance in hell 
as they will still bow and call You Lord.  And that repentance will come 
with the least amount of  force, keeping them as close to an eternal 
state of  peace and rest as possible—while all the time our glory is being 
honored.87”

“So their only chance to repent is on the earth?” questioned Jesus as if  
knowing the answer Himself.

“Yes,” said the Father.  “Once they die and see Us, their insight will be 
so great, that whatever decision they made on earth will stand. It will be 
appointed for men to die once, and then will come judgment.88  They 
can’t repent after seeing Us. Those years on earth are so valuable,” said 
the Father.  “But We will never stop doing good to them89—to show 
them how valuable Our glory is to them.”

“Now, Spirit,” said the Father, “as Jesus dies for them, You have an 
extremely key role to play.”

“What, Father?” the Spirit asked with such great expectation.

“You will be the One who will work in their spirits.  You will be the One 
giving them power when they look to Us for strength.90  You will be 
the one pointing them to Jesus91 and be their constant helper.92 You will 
guide them into truth and declare the things that are to come.93  You will 

87 Don Richardson also taught this to me personally.
88 Hebrews 9:27
89 Jeremiah 32:40
90 Acts 1:8
91 John 15:26
92 John 14:16
93 John 16:13
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be the one who dwells permanently in those who seek Us.94 You will be 
the dimension they come in contact with on a spiritual level.” 

The Spirit was awed by His great responsibility of  pointing the humans 
to the glory of  God.  As He pondered this charge, another question 
formed in His thoughts.

“Father,” said the Spirit, “since this is all about Our glory, how much of  
it do We want to show off?  Do We want so show off  some of  it?  Most 
of  it?  Or do We want to show it off  in a maximum way?”  

“Oh,” replied the Father, “I think We should show it off  in the greatest 
way possible.  How do You think We should do that?” the Father said 
smiling.

“Hmm,” the Holy Spirit said to Jesus looking for a good answer.  “How 
about by creating the humans so that after they repent of  their sin, they 
will completely experience Our glory and have the joy We have?”

“That sounds great…,” said the Father, insinuating there might be 
something more.

“How about taking it one step further?” said Jesus.  

“What do You mean?” said the Father, with a twinkle in His eye.

“How about if  We create a creation that isn’t homogeneous, but made 
up of  differences among each other—especially those with a free will?  
We could have different types of  people groups.”

“Why do You say that?” gleamed the Father.

“Well, if  those with a free will were all the same, the praise that would 
come to Us would be beautiful and amazing.  But if  there were different 
people with different cultures and different backgrounds and they had 
to overcome those differences through the Holy Spirit, Our glory would 
shine in an even far greater way.”

“So, We should create diverse groups of  people?” says the Father, 
continuing to smile.  
94 Romans 8:9
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“Yes,” chimed in the Holy Spirit.  “That really makes sense.  If  You were 
praised only among one group of  Your creation, but not all, that would 
certainly show that You are great, but to only that one group of  people.  
It would not really show You to be truly amazing!  But if  people from 
all different groups all praised You in harmony, showing that Your glory 
was greater than their differences, the greatness of  Your worth would be 
shown when they all claim You as their treasure!”

“So, We’d have to make a bunch of  different groups of  people, and 
then have representatives from each and every one of  them cherish and 
praise Us for who We are.95  Is that what You are saying?” the Father 
asked it as a question to honor Jesus but knowing it as truth all along.

“Yes!” cried Jesus.  “Because when You inspire people from each one 
of  those groups to follow You, it magnifies You as the Almighty God—
The Treasure of  treasures96—among all peoples and nations!  It shows 
how wonderful a leader You are and how You can motivate others to 
follow—despite cultural differences!”

“Yes, and they will freely choose to follow You because You give them 
such joy!97” said the Holy Spirit.  “It needs to be joy—a deep, lasting, 
eternal joy in You—that motivates them and shows You to be the 
Treasure that You are to Jesus and Me!”

“I like it. So, We’re going to create different groups of  people?” said the 
Father with a twinkle in His eye.

Jesus and the Holy Spirit smiled at each other, knowing the Father had 
something in mind.

“What are You thinking?” said Jesus smiling back at Him.

“Well, let’s get back to the basic premise.  What would bring Us more 
glory?  Creating different people groups or allow them to form naturally 
over hundreds, even thousands of  years of  time?”

Jesus and the Holy Spirit looked at each other pondering the question.

95 Revelation 5:9
96 Matthew 13:44
97 Matthew 13:44
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“I think if  they formed naturally,” said the Holy Spirit innocently.  

“Me too,” said Jesus.

“I agree,”  said the Father.  “We’ll allow them to form their own 
diversities based on their own preferences, while reaching out to them 
each step of  the way.  And when they seek Us, We’ll fill them with great 
joy so that they are willing to surrender everything—even the very 
distinctives they’ve chosen to form—and delight themselves in Our 
glory.”

“Yes,” agreed Jesus and the Holy Spirit at the same time.  

“And My death will be for all the groups of  people, not just one or a 
few?” stated Jesus, yet posing it as a question at the same time.

“That’s right.  But I want You to see from another angle why We want 
people from every group worshiping Us,” said the Father.  

“What angle is that?” said the Holy Spirit.

“As Our glory shines brighter and brighter, what is going to happen to 
Our human creations—the free will ones?” said the Father.

Jesus and the Spirit looked at each other.  “Umm, they’ll be happy 
they’re in relationship with Us and see Our glory,” said Jesus.

“Yes, but each time We redeem someone from another people group 
and they get added to the worship mix, what then will happen to their 
joy?” queried the Eternal Mentor.

“Oh, I get it,” said the Spirit.  “Each time We bring in someone new 
from another culture, We’ll get more glory and they’ll get more joy!”

“Exactly!” said the Father with excitement.

“Oh,” cried Jesus with joy as it began to click.  “So when there are 
people from every tongue, every tribe and every nation worshiping Us, 
We’ll get the greatest glory and they’ll get the greatest joy!”

“Yes,” said the Father with infinite excitement.  “They’ll have the 
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greatest joy when Our glory shines the brightest.”  There was another 
pregnant pause.  “But there’s one key element that is missing that could 
shine Our glory in an even greater way!”

“What is it?” asked the two, unable to comprehend that there was more 
to learn.

“Think through it for Me,” said the Father grinning.  “Let’s suppose 
We’ve got Our creation living on planet earth, with free will, and with an 
adversary who has his own free will.  He is getting them to rebel against 
Us and choosing the temporary joys of  life over Us.  Our goal will be to 
tell them that choosing Us will give them, not only the fullest joy, but the 
fullest joy that will last eternally—forever—through a relationship with 
Us, their Creator who loves them.  And on top of  that, they’ll have an 
eternal purpose in Eternity Future.

“Here’s the question,” says the Father.  “Who is going to tell them 
about this amazing story—this eternal purpose?  What will bring Us the 
greatest glory in getting the message out to them?”

Jesus looked at the Spirit, and the Spirit looked back at Him.

“I could speak the message in their different languages from the sky,” 
said Jesus.  “Or I could even write it in the clouds for all to see.”

“I could just speak about it in their hearts,” said the Holy Spirit.

“I could even appear to them in dreams,” continued Jesus.

“Yes,” replied the Father.  “Those are all possibilities and would be very 
glorious, and We will use some of  those possibilities.  But I think You’re 
missing something.  Keep thinking about it,” the Father said, with His 
eyes still twinkling.

The Spirit and Jesus looked at each other and pondered the question for 
a long time.  Finally, Jesus’ eyes opened wide.

“What is it?” said the Spirit.

Jesus turned to the Father.  “Our glory would shine the most if  We not 
only won the rebellious people to Ourselves and showed them how 
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much of  a treasure We are, but so captured their hearts, that You used 
them—empowered by Us—to take the message out to the others!98”

“You mean have the creation tell the creation about Our glory?” said the 
Holy Spirit in disbelief.

“Brilliant!” said the Father.  “I love it.  And yes, that will be Our plan.  
We’ll create a creation with free will.  When they are created, We’ll 
have a tempter in place who will tempt them away from Our joy to 
the secondary joys of  the world.  In the entire process, We’ll have 
them multiply among themselves and create diversity, allowing Us the 
potential for revealing Our greatest glory.”

“And they’ll have to tell the others about Us?” asked the Holy Spirit.  

“Yes,” said the Father.  “We’ll take one of  those people groups99 and 
give them the task of  reaching people from all of  the different people 
groups to see Our joy and experience Our love.  Eventually the task 
will spread to all people groups once Jesus dies for them.  And as they 
see Us as their treasure—as they cherish Us—they will be willing to 
give up any and everything to go out and tell others about Our glory as 
well.  We’ll have them do this until the point that all groups will have 
representatives before Our throne worshiping together in harmony100.”

The Spirit sat amazed at the wisdom of  the Father.  After a while of  
deep admiration, He asked, “Does the story ever end or will they keep 
reproducing, going on forever and ever?”

“Oh yes, it will end,” said the Father.  “There will be a time when I’ll 
send Jesus101 to go back and wrap things up and start a new age—a 
whole new period of  time.”

“Why does Jesus have to go back a second time?” asked the Spirit.

“Because this will happen over thousands of  years.  As time goes by, 
most will not truly believe that Jesus actually walked on the earth.  There 
will be different religions and different philosophies.  Relativism will set 

98 Matthew 28:18-20
99 Genesis 12:2,3
100 Matthew 24:14
101 Mark 13:32



125

in, so Jesus will need to go back a second time to prove to the majority 
that We exist and that We are a good God who loves them deeply.” 

“When will that be?” said Jesus.

“Once Our greatest glory is revealed,” said the Father.

“You mean once there are people from every tongue and tribe 
worshiping You?” the Spirit asked questioningly.

“Close, real close,” said the Father.  “But remember, it’s a bit more than 
that.  It is once there are people from every tongue and tribe worshiping 
Me as a result of  having heard the good news through someone 
else from Our creation.102  Then We’ll celebrate with a new song in 
heaven103!”

“So, I won’t go back until all nations are reached by people telling 
people?” asked Jesus. 

“That’s right, My friends,” said the Father. “And this shall be Our plan.  
It will allow Us to live out Our glory in the most wonderful, amazing 
and awesome way resulting in stories that will be told that will echo 
throughout eternity!  It will result in Our creation having the greatest joy 
possible for all eternity. But….”

There was a long pause by the Father.

“But what?” asked the Holy Spirit and Jesus in unison.

“That will allow Us to live out and show off  Our glory through Our 
creation on the earth.  But what do You think would make Our glory 
shine the greatest for all Eternity Future after Jesus returns His second 
time?” asked the Father, always enjoying His fellowship with the other 
two-thirds of  the Trinity.

“They’ve got a relationship with Us—they’re experiencing Our love—
and they’re full of  joy in Our glorious presence,” said the Holy Spirit.  
“And on top of  that, We get to meet their every need by fully living out 
Our glory.  Isn’t that enough?”
102 Matthew 8:10,11
103 Revelation 5:9



126

“Oh, they’ll be totally and eternally satisfied—and yes, every need of  
theirs will be met,” replied the Father, “but there’s something else We 
could do to put Our glory on display in a way greater than that—and for 
all Eternity Future.  Really think outside of  the box on this one.”

The Holy Spirit and Jesus stared at each other with their minds trying to 
think outside of  the box.

“We’re already planning on a new heaven and a new earth, right?” asked 
Jesus.

“That’s right,” said the Father.  “And You’re going to inherit it all.”

“That’s so exciting!” said the Spirit with such excitement.  “Jesus, I’m so 
happy for You.”

“But that’s not all,” said the Father.  “They will all worship You as their 
king—because You rightfully deserve it.  But that’s still inside the box.  
Keep thinking….”

The silence was both challenging and enticing at the same time.

“How about a hint?” said the Holy Spirit with a smile.

“Okay,” countered the Father, with His eyes still radiating. “Could We 
make them a God like Us?”

“That’s impossible,” said the Spirit with a confused look.  “But now I 
think I’m beginning to understand how far outside the box You want to 
go!”

There was a long period of  silence that Jesus finally broke.  “I think I 
know,” said God’s Son.

“What?” replied the Holy Spirit, turning to Jesus with ever-widening 
eyes of  expectation.

“Father, I’m going to inherit everything, right—I mean, everything–all 
the balls of  fire, the planets, what You call the entire universe, right?104”

104 Hebrews 1:1,2
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“That’s My plan,” said the Father beaming!

“And I’ll be ruling and reigning over it, right?105” Jesus added, just to be 
sure.

“That’s right,” said the Father, seeing it come to Jesus.  

“How about if  We not merely love on them through a relationship with 
Us for eternity, but have an intimate relationship, like a man will have to 
a woman?  And then let them be co-heirs with Me,106 ruling and reigning 
with Me over the universe?” said Jesus.  

“Like a bride?” questioned the Holy Spirit.  “You mean, be Your bride, 
the bride of  Christ?107”

“Yes,” said Jesus.

“And rule and reign with You over the universe?108” continued the Holy 
Spirit with an excited, questioning, yet humble tone.

“That’s right,” exclaimed Christ getting more and more excited.  
“Becoming My bride and ruling with Me would allow Us to live out Our 
greatest love and glory and grace—and give them the greatest joy.”

“Wow, Jesus!  I knew We wanted to give You a gift, but I had no idea 
it would be this big!  All of  this would definitely be out of  the box 
and truly show Our grace forever and ever.”  There was an eternal 
satisfaction among the Trinity.  “Think of  it;” the Spirit continued, 
“taking rebellious humans, redeeming them with Your own blood 
through an infinite separation from the Father, and then exalting them 
to the place of  ruling and reigning with You as Your bride,” said the 
Holy Spirit.

“I love it!” cried the Father.  “And yes, that shall be Our plan, thought 
up here in Eternity Past.  And that shall be Our gift to You, Jesus, 
because We love You so much!”

105 Isaiah 9:7
106 Romans 8:17
107 Matthew 22:1-3
108 Hebrews 1:1,2 and Romans 8:16,17
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“Will they each get their own kingdom?” queried the Spirit.

“Yes, before We even create creation, We will have thought up a 
kingdom for each of  them to rule and reign over.109  All of  this will be 
thought up before We put the first electron together,” said the Father.

“But why would they ever rebel if  they knew they had a kingdom 
coming?” asked the Spirit again innocently.

“They won’t know about it,” said Jesus.  “They’ll only know about it if  
they choose to follow Us obediently and be faithful.  Then You, Holy 
Spirit, will give them insight into it.  Right Father?”

“That’s right,” replied the Father.  “In their sinful state, they won’t know 
anything about it.  Only when they choose Us to be their treasure will 
they even begin to see what We have in store for them.  That’s when 
You’ll reveal it to them Spirit.”

“But,” said the Holy Spirit with great hesitation, “When they get that 
kingdom, that’s a lot of  power and authority for them to have.  How do 
We know they won’t abuse it or become prideful and fall away like the 
tempter We are going to create?”

“If  We had created them as the bride of  Christ immediately, with 
exalted bodies that they’ll eventually have, they would have,” said the 
Father.  “But that’s not how they are going to start out.  The answer lies 
in how they are created, how they grow, and what they have to do.”

“Could You refresh Me one more time, please?” asked the Holy Spirit in 
a genuine humility.

“First, they won’t be born with the bodies they’ll have for all eternity.  
Their exalted, powerful bodies will be given to them as a gift after they 
die as they begin Eternity Future.110  But when they begin, they will be 
as mere babes having no knowledge whatsoever.  Then they will have 
to grow, not only physically, but also in knowledge and wisdom.  They’ll 
struggle through pain, disease and death, all pointing them to Us.  This 
process will help them learn that life is not about them—though the 
tempter will be telling them differently.  The wisdom and power they 
109 Matthew 25:34
110 1 Corinthians 15:41,42
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will gain will have to be learned from Us and developed, not given 
instantaneously without effort as it was with the tempter—that way it 
won’t corrupt them.

“Second, as they discover Us to be the greatest treasure they could 
ever have, they will grow in Our love relationship with them.   Then 
We will give them the challenge of  seeing justice and mercy and grace 
established in the enemy’s territory—not only to their neighbors, but to 
the poor, the homeless, the widows and to the nations.  Those tasks will 
make them completely dependent upon Us—especially since We won’t 
bless any of  their efforts unless they pray.”

“Prayer would definitely teach them to be dependent upon Us,” said the 
Holy Spirit. “And it will certainly prepare them to be co-heirs with Jesus 
as a bride.”

“Then as they use the talents We give them on the earth, We will see 
who truly wants to live for Us and who is remaining selfish—wanting 
Us to live for them—using their talents for themselves.  And if  they are 
faithful in living for Us with the little talent We give them during their 
years on earth, We’ll reward them with much for all Eternity Future.111  
All of  this will help reinforce the idea that life is not about them and 
they will realize how senseless life is without Us.

“And those who make it to heaven to be with Us will have their old 
nature destroyed.112  They will then only have their new nature, one that 
only wants to please Us.  And those who are faithful to the end will be 
rewarded as a co-heir, they will sit with Jesus on the throne113—ruling 
over nations114—there will be no doubt in their minds that We are their 
treasure and that they are to use everything they have to honor and 
glorify Us.”

“And they’ll never become prideful and fall like the tempter,” said the 
Holy Spirit—now with certainty.

“Unbelievably wise,” said Jesus smiling at the Father.  “Create a creation 
humble and broken, unable to do anything on their own—with a free 

111 Matthew 25:21, Luke 16:10-12
112 We assume this from Revelation 21:27
113 Revelation 3:21
114 Revelation 2:26
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will to continue to rebel by choosing second–rate joys.  Then overrule 
their rebellion and the tempter’s free-will plans by redeeming them—
showing Us to be completely sovereign and the greatest treasure that 
there is.  While in the whole process, training them to learn to be 
dependent upon Us through the power of  the Holy Spirit and prayer.  
We’ll also teach them to love Us and to live for Our glory and test them 
by giving them talents and a global task.   Then finally—which is the 
ultimate goal for them to begin with115—reward them with being My 
bride and ruling over the universe with Me, all the time filling them with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy!”

“And because they learned all those lessons on earth without their 
exalted bodies and with an old nature battling them,” said the Spirit, “it 
will be a divorce-free marriage to Jesus with their old nature gone and 
only a new exalted body!”

Jesus and the Spirit were once again in awe.  

After triumphant reflection, the Holy Spirit said, “So this free-will 
creation, humans as You call them, are they what We are ultimately living 
for?”

“Ultimately living for?” replied the Father with a questioning look yet 
smiling all along.  “No, not at all.  What We are ultimately living for is to 
live out Our glory and put it on display forever116 for all to see.  In the 
process We get to have relationships so that We can love and be freely 
loved.  And then We get the joy of  having those We have created be 
with Us forever and enjoy the intimacy and the overflowing joy We share 
with each other as they worship and serve Us!”

“So We are going to create primarily for the purpose of  living out Our 
glory and for sharing the intimate love and the everlasting joy We have 
among ourselves!” said the Holy Spirit with great excitement. “And all 
of  this out of  Our love for Jesus,” He quickly added, forgetting this was 
all a surprise. “We’re doing this as a gift to honor Him—the gift of  a 
bride with whom to rule and reign.”

“The gift of  the bride, that’s right.  But even more so, to live out Our 
glory fully.  To put it on display for all to see,” said the Father.  “That’s 
115 Matthew 25:34
116 Ephesians 2:6,7



131

what love does!  Love loves to love.  Love loves to bless.  And love loves 
to share that love.”

“Father,” said the Holy Spirit, “I can’t wait to show mercy and grace.”

“And I can’t wait to love unconditionally,” quickly chimed in Jesus, 
emphasizing the syllable “un.”

Jesus looked at the Spirit as the Spirit looked back at Jesus.  In unison 
they said, “This is going to be so exciting!” 

Allowing the exhilaration of  the plans to saturate an eternity, the Father 
finally raised an eyebrow and shattered the great expectation by saying,  
“So, what do You say We begin?  Let’s start thinking through the 
kingdoms they’ll inherit as Your bride—then We can create!”
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God’s Glory in 
My Life

What I’ve written in the last chapter may seem really “out there” to you.  
You may be thinking, “Get a life—no one was around to record this 
conversation between the Trinity.”  And yes, I agree, and stated that at 
the very beginning.  But you may also feel it is “out there” in terms of  
application.  As a result, you may be wondering, “How in the world do I 
apply this to my life?”

Well, let me tell you how it applies to my life and see if  God can use that 
in yours.

I have a wonderful family.  God has given me a phenomenal wife.  He 
has blessed us with four amazing children.  Luke is our oldest, then 
comes Elise, then Abby, then Hunter.  We have a tight family and our 
life has been fairly problem free.    We’ve had no broken bones.  We’ve 
had no devastating sicknesses.  We’ve owned our own home.  We’ve 
never had to borrow money for anything except our house.  We’ve had 
more cars than we really needed.  All of  our needs (and more) have been 
met.  Eventually, after my father died, we took care of  my mother for 16 
years in our home and it was a joy (most of  the time!) 

As our kids got older, all four of  them went to college.  All four have 
graduated—three of  them debt free.  (How that happened, except by 
the grace of  God, I’m still not sure!)  They all have significant jobs and 

17Chapter
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are leading healthy lives—both physically and emotionally.

At the time of  the writing this book, only Luke is married.  Luke found 
an absolutely amazing woman to be his wife.  Her name is Hannah.  
They were married after knowing each other for nine months, and then 
a year and a half  later, Hannah gave birth to a delightful daughter named 
Layla.  Layla feels so loved by her parents that when she was two, she 
stayed with my wife and me for a week in Virginia while her parents 
drove back home to Ohio after a family reunion—and never once cried!  
And now, in 2015, Luke and Hannah are expecting baby #2!  (As of  the 
writing of  this book, Hannah is seven months pregnant!  This is our 
prayer card from that year.)

But early during the second pregnancy, something happened.

On the first ultrasound with baby #2, the doctor noticed too much fluid 
up-and-down the spine and on the brain.  He told them that there might 
be some complications with this child.  There was a possibility that this 
was a Trisomy 18 baby.  He referred them to a specialist.

Two days later, the specialist confirmed with 95% accuracy that this 
child was a Trisomy 18 baby.  After my wife and I talked to Luke and 
Hannah, I had to look up Trisomy 18 for myself.  I found this.

Trisomy 18 is a genetic disorder, which has its onset before 
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birth and is usually fatal. In this disorder, chromosome 18 
appears three times (trisomy) rather than the normal two 
times in the cells of  the body. The most severe form of  
the disorder occurs when every cell in the body is affected. 
A less severe form, called the mosaic form, occurs when 
some cells have the normal chromosomal pair. Trisomy 
18 is also called Edwards’ Syndrome and Chromosome 
18. It causes severe mental retardation and major physical 
abnormalities. Common findings include low birth weight, 
malformed and low-set ears, small jaw, hand abnormalities, 
congenital heart disease, hernias, feeding and breathing 
problems, and a weak infant cry.117

When most couples find out they have a Trisomy 18 baby, they abort 
their child and then get on with their lives.  Luke and Hannah refused to 
do that.  They believe in life at conception and would never take it away 
from anyone—especially one of  their own.

After the initial shock, Luke and Hannah wanted to know more.  And, 
they wanted to personalize this child inside of  her.  They found out that 
by taking blood from Hannah, doctors could separate Hannah’s DNA 
from the baby’s DNA and find out if  it was a boy or a girl.  (That’s 
incredible as far as I’m concerned!)  So they decided to do that.

It was a boy.  To make it even more personal, they named their son.  
His name is Hudson (after Hudson Taylor, one of  Luke’s heroes who 
worked in China) Ishmael (translated “The God Who Hears”) Sjogren.

Hudson’s condition right now is not very good.  Six months after 
conception and still in the womb, Hudson’s intestines are still outside of  
his body.  It looks like there are two holes in his heart and three cysts on 
his brain.  He also has a cleft palette.  Trisomy 18 babies usually die in 
the womb or die within hours (or weeks) after birth.  

Unless God does a miracle, it’s not looking good for my grandson.

I personally felt punched in the stomach when Luke told me that on 
their fourth doctor’s appointment, the doctor told them that they 

117 http://birthdefects.org/trisomy-18/?gclid=Cj0KEQjwqNiwBRDnq9
3MioaqtKQBEiQAb7EznwjkdAyBvnSn60_oZPViDkqm9ROKlQWu3-
tbxnKl6roaAhmu8P8HAQ
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needed to make funeral arrangements for Hudson.   (Although that 
sounds harsh, it really does make sense.  You don’t want to do it after he 
dies—then you’ll be hysterical.)

Therefore, at the age of  27, my son is doing something I’ve never had to 
do.  He’s making funeral arrangements for his one and only son.

As my wife and I have talked about it and researched it, we’ve found 
that in some rare instances these babies can live into their twenties, but 
they’re usually in a nursing home their entire life.  That is really not the 
life we would want for Hudson, but we trust in God’s plan.

Once we first heard about this from Luke and Hannah, we began to 
pray.  But as months went by, we began to wonder, “What is the best 
way to pray in this situation?” 

What To Pray?
I’ve decided to pray “A-Prayers, B-Prayers and C-Prayers” and then 
continue to lift up my “Bottom-Line Prayers.”

My A-Prayer is this: that God would do a miracle.  I am asking God 
to completely heal Hudson.  It might be in the womb.  (My wife had 
someone Facebook her saying that she had a Trisomy 18 baby with all 
the symptoms, but then after 7 months the doctor told her that she had 
a perfectly healthy child.  The doctor even declared that it was a miracle.)  
It might be through the birth canal.  God can do it any way He wants, 
but I’m asking that Hudson be born perfectly healthy—to the glory of  
God!  

My B-Prayer is this: that Hudson would go full term, be born and be 
allowed to live for a few weeks so that Luke and Hannah can love on 
him during that time.  This is their hearts’ desire if  God doesn’t do a 
miracle.  I’m joining them in it—as a secondary prayer.

My C-Prayer is this: that Hudson would not live into his twenties and 
be in a nursing home his entire life.  If  God is going to keep him as a 
Trisomy 18 baby, I’m asking that Hudson would go to heaven within a 
few weeks or a couple of  months.   I pray this selfishly because I know 
Luke and Hannah want to serve God overseas and do not need to be 
tied down.  I also pray this for Hudson.  If  he dies, I fully believe he will 
go to heaven and heaven is a much nicer place than a nursing home.



137

But with my A, B and C prayers, I’ve also got a bottom-line prayer.  
That’s where this book comes into play.  My bottom-line prayer is this: 
that God will do whatever will bring Him the most glory.  If  having 
Hudson in a nursing home will bring God the greatest glory, then so be 
it.  Make it happen Lord.  If  having Hudson die in the womb will bring 
God the greatest glory, then so be it.  Let this happen, Lord.  If  healing 
Hudson through the birth canal will bring Him the most glory, then so 
be it.  We will all rejoice!

That’s how this book applies to my life.  I constantly keep asking, “What 
will bring God the greatest glory?”

Weak Faith?
Is this a cop-out?  Is this my way of  saying, “My faith isn’t strong 
enough so this is way of  protecting my weak faith?”

No, not at all.  My faith is strong enough.  I have no doubt in my mind 
that God can heal Hudson at any moment, any time He wants.  That 
isn’t the question.  My challenge to those who would question this line 
of  thinking is not that my faith is weak, but that my faith is mature.  
Mature faith says that everything is “from Him, through Him and to 
Him” (Romans 11:36).  Everything revolves around the glory of  God—
even the life and death of  Hudson Ishmael Sjogren.

Could death bring God glory?  Absolutely.  Look at His own Son.  
No one ever would have thought about God allowing His Son to die 
to bring Him glory, but that’s exactly what happened.  It resulted in 
the salvation of  all people and all nations! Maybe God wants to use 
Hudson’s death in a much smaller, yet similar way.  I’m not sure.  

But I do know this; God wants and deserves to get glory out of  this.  
And the absolute amazing truth is this—He is getting glory already!

By not only choosing life over abortion, but by also having a great 
attitude and celebrating Hudson, Luke and Hannah have been an 
amazing testimony.  This is not only to their friends and family, but to 
all who are aware of  it—especially their doctors and nurses.  Luke told 
me that at their last visit the doctor and nurse said, “You guys are our 
favorite patients.  Your attitude is amazing.”  Yes, God is being glorified.



138

You can see it in their eyes and in their 
smiles to the left.

You can see it in the heart shaped hands 
over Hudson in the womb.  

You can read it in Hannah’s blog below 
written after seven months of  pregnancy. 
See how the glory of  God has changed 
their hearts during an “inconvenient 
pregnancy.” 

v   v   v

Choosing to Carry Hudson, 
and the Effects of That Choice.

We didn’t think this could be such a hard decision. Having nine months 
of  suffering through the never-ending pregnancy symptoms, and 
continually watching our son’s diagnosis worsen with every ultrasound 
has been painful. This has truly caused us both to think about the 
implications of  moving forward with the pregnancy. We can now 
understand why so many people in our position have made the decision 
to terminate. We feel their pain and the weight of  such a prognosis.

At 14 weeks into our pregnancy the doctor called us up with the test 
results. Positive for Trisomy 18, “Incompatible with Life.” He asked us 
to come in to discuss our options, so we told him on the phone that 
terminating the pregnancy was not an option for us. He was supportive 
of  our choice and said he wouldn’t bring it up. When we sat down 
with him in his office he presented us with the many possibilities this 
diagnosis could have on our son: miscarriage, still-birth, pre-term labor, 
or living only a few hours or days after his birth.

So we moved forward. We set up ultrasounds every four weeks, and 
we’ve been watching Hudson grow but new abnormalities and more 
sadness keep showing up along the way. For the first five months I 
struggled with my perspective. This was an inconvenient pregnancy. 
I was sick (still am) all the time. Every time I hung over the toilet 
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vomiting I would think to myself  “Great! All this and I don’t even 
get the reward of  keeping my son!” In those moments I felt anger, 
depression, despair and bitterness. “Why, God, do babies have to die?!”

But things started to change when I started feeling Hudson kick and 
when Luke and I made a conscious decision to celebrate his life rather 
than focus so much on the outcome. My inconvenient pregnancy 
turned into the joy of  carrying my son. It was at this time that the 
choice to continue my pregnancy really solidified. Because, for those 
who have not been in this situation, the decision goes much deeper 
than just a few words to a doctor. We could’ve also decided to numb 
ourselves to the reality of  our son’s condition, to never speak to Hudson 
or sing him songs, to shut my husband out and watch our marriage fall 
into despair, and to close up around our community and not let them 
into knowing our son. We could have never let anyone pray for him and 
for us during this process and to pretend that this isn’t really happening. 
Ignoring the reality would have been in some ways similar to terminating 
the pregnancy. The results would probably be a broken heart that could 
go deeper and last longer than we could ever imagine.

Celebrating Hudson means getting to know him intimately, enjoying 
every single second we have with him now. It means inviting friends and 
family into his story, choosing joy for what we have now. And this is 
risky. The risk is knowing that his life will be short (unless God works 
up a miracle). It means that the grief  will go deeper, and will extend to 
our community who is celebrating with us. It’s risky to love this little guy 
because he will soon be in the arms of  Jesus. But this risk is so worth it.

I truly believe that God has chosen me to carry Hudson. When I 
sit back to really consider this truth I realize that I am blessed beyond 
words to even describe it right here. I was chosen to love him, to nurture 
him while in the womb and whatever time we may have with him after. 
Luke and I are already his parents, that doesn’t just start after he’s born, 
it started seven months ago. Part of  being his parents is choosing to 
keep him until God decides it’s time to bring him home and to enjoy his 
life now, and enjoy it to the fullest.

Continuing our pregnancy has also given us the opportunity to hope and 
pray for a miracle. Hope can also be risky, because if  what we hope for 
does not come to pass then it could lead to deep disappointment. And 
I am one who struggles with a lot of  disappointment and so too often 
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I am afraid to hope. But that is why I can’t rely on my heart to guide 
me, or to muster up my own strength and push forward on my own will 
power. No, this is when I need to look to God and the hope He gives 
me as His follower. His promises are real, and they are worth it. He 
loves Hudson even more than I do and He is caring for him every step 
of  the way. He withholds no good thing from us because He gives us 
Himself  fully!

The Bible holds so many truths and promises about who God is and 
what He thinks about pain and children. Here are a few verses to 
encourage you as they encourage me.

Psalm 102:17-18 He will listen to the prayers of  the destitute. 
He will not reject their pleas. Let this be recorded for future 
generations, so that a people not yet born will praise the 
Lord. Hudson can praise the Lord right now as he is!

Psalm 103:13 The Lord is like a father to his children, tender 
and compassionate to those who fear him. God is gentle 
and Hudson is held in those very hands that hold more 
compassion than I will ever know.

Psalm 84:5-6 What joy for those whose strength comes 
from the Lord, who have set their minds on a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. When they walk through the Valley of  Weeping, it 
will become a place of  refreshing springs. The autumn rains 
will clothe it with blessings. When things are bad it is never 
all bad, it holds in it a goodness as well.

Revelations 21:5 And the one sitting on the throne said, 
“Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to 
me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and 
true.” We live in a cursed world, but God has promised 
that he will one day make everything new!

Thank you for celebrating with us. It is so worth it. 

v   v   v

Prayers are already being answered.  God is being glorified.  Whether 
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Hudson lives a healthy life or dies within the womb, God is showing the 
beauty of  what He can do in a couple’s life for His glory.

Whatever happens to Hudson, I know will be 100% God’s will.  I know 
this because so many people are praying.  I’ve put out prayer requests 
through our e-mail newsletter and everywhere I go and speak (unless 
it is a new place), people come up to me and say, “I’m praying for 
Hudson.”  We’ve have entire churches praying for Hudson that we didn’t 
even know were aware of  the situation.  This is one-prayed-for, little 
boy!  Whatever happens will be God’s will.

But the odds are that as you are reading this book, Hudson’s birth was 
many years ago.  (Books have a tendency to exist a long, long time!)  If  
you want to find out what happened to Hudson, check out their blog at, 
http://celebratinghudson.tumblr.com.  If  that doesn’t work, feel free to 
e-mail me at mail@UnveilinGLORY.com

I’m not sure right now what the specifics of  my answer will be about 
his life, but I do know one thing you will read in my response.  God was 
glorified.  Prayers were answered.  He is still good.  He is still reigning.  
His promise to us in Jeremiah still holds true:

I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never 
stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear 
me, so that they will never turn away from me. (Jeremiah 
32:40)

Whatever happens to Hudson will be for the good of  Luke, Hannah, 
Layla and all the relatives and friends who are aware of  Hudson’s life.

It’s Not About Us.  It’s About Him
I hope this helps you see how Ephesians 2:6,7 can have an everyday 
impact on your life.  It has on mine.  

Every day I seek to yield to God’s glory.  Because His glory is so 
amazing, I’ve been able to say, “Lord, if  putting me in a wheelchair 
will bring You more glory, then do it.  If  getting cancer will bring You 
the most glory, then do it.  If  taking me home early (which I’m excited 
about) brings You the most glory, then do it.  If  taking one of  my 
children home early will bring you the most glory, then do it.”
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It’s not about me.  It’s neither about my marriage nor my family.  It’s not 
about what I own.  It’s not about my fame or my reputation.  It’s not 
about how high anyone climbs the ladder of  success.

It is about God being glorified.  And that means praying, “Lord, do 
whatever will bring You the most glory.”

Remember, it starts with God’s glory, ends with God’s glory and 
everything in the middle points to His glory.   To Him be the glory 
forever and ever, amen.  
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If  you haven’t realized it by now, this book will lead you to a new level 
of  His lordship.  In seeing that it is all about God, we should yield to 
Him and His plans.  The beauty about God’s goodness is that He has 
our best in mind.  

Think about all that God has done for us:

•	 He loves us unconditionally.
•	 Jesus took God’s wrath upon Himself  so that we can glorify the 

Father.
•	 He has plans for us here on this earth.
•	 He created a kingdom for us that He wants us to rule and reign 

over.
•	 He wants to prepare us here on this earth to rule and reign with 

Him in that kingdom.
•	 He’ll never stop doing good to us.

Because of  all of  this, we should yield to Him.  He has our best in mind.  
We should give Him absolute and complete control of  our lives.

I used to think that the lordship of  Christ was something that you came 
to after a long time of  studying God’s word and maybe even after having 
been to Bible school or seminary.  But now I know that is not the case.

The lordship of  Christ should come at the time when we yield our lives 
to Him.  When we invite Him in, we should be saying, “Lord, I’ll go 

Lordship
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anywhere, do anything and say anything for Your kingdom.”

It is not the graduate level of  Christianity. It is basic Christianity.

But maybe you missed it somewhere along the way.  Maybe you were 
afraid to give Him lordship of  your life because you were afraid of  what 
He might have you do.  Maybe you were hesitant because you didn’t 
know if  you could trust Him.

But now you know you can.

Because you can now trust Him, I’ve written out two “powerful” and 
“deep” lordship prayers.  (“Powerful” and “deep” were names given to 
the second prayer by our Arete beta-test class!)  They are here for you to 
pray.

The first is for teenagers.  The second is for those beyond the teen years.  

I challenge you to pray this prayer once a day for 30 days wholehearted-
ly.   See what God does in your life as you yield completely to Him. 

The first was written by the high school students of  our Arete class.  
The second was a prayer written a long time ago and then adapted by 
me recently.

Now be careful.  Don’t pray this prayer unless you really mean it.  Once 
you yield completely to the Lord, He’ll take you up on it!  But when you 
do, you’ll also experience the freedom of  following the King.

Before you pray it the first time, I encourage you to look it over and 
highlight key areas that will be hard for you.  Then once you are sure 
this is what you want, go for it.      
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Lord, now that I see how everything revolves around You and Your 
glory, I want to yield to it.

•	 Help my body and my appearance focus other’s attention on 
You more than me.

•	 Allow me to have a boyfriend/girlfriend or keep me single.
•	 Give me faithful friends who only push me closer to You and 

who won’t pull me away from You.  
•	 Help me to be the type of  friend who encourages others to 

focus on You.
•	 Help me to pour into my friends even when they don’t pour 

into me.
•	 Help me to respect my peers even when I am not feeling re-

spected by them.
•	 Help me to excel in my talents, skills and strengths or take them 

away from me.
•	 Help me to persevere and get the best grades or allow me to 

persevere and get mediocre grades.
•	 Help me to love my parents even when I think they are unlov-

able or seem to be showing favoritism to my siblings.
•	 Help me to love my siblings on those off  days when I want to 

strangle them.
•	 Help me to love and forgive others, even when it hurts. 
•	 Cause me to have more of  a desire for You than the entertain-

ment this world has to offer.
•	 Help Social Media to be part of  my life yet not rule my life.
•	 Cause me to be more concerned about what You think of  me 

than the “# of  likes I get” from anyone or anything else.
•	 Send me to any college of  Your choice or don’t allow me to be 

admitted. 
•	 Shatter any dream I have that is not Yours.

I wholeheartedly yield to You and Your glory.  I’ll go anywhere, do any-
thing or say anything for Your kingdom.

       Amen.

A Prayer For Teens
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Lord, now that I see how everything revolves around You and Your 
glory, I want to yield to it.

•	 I do not want to live for myself, but I want to live for Your glory.
•	 Break me, make me the person You want me to be. 
•	 Bless me with all things or give me nothing.
•	 Give me a huge home or let me dwell in someone else’s garage.
•	 Honor me before others or humble me before them. 
•	 Give me favor in the eyes of  my employers or allow me to   

simply be a number to them.
•	 Keep me healthy or give me cancer.
•	 Allow my car to be problem-free or have it break down.
•	 Make my life easy or appoint me to suffer.
•	 Give me work or keep me unemployed.
•	 Send me overseas or keep me home.
•	 Don’t let me covet what I don’t have and keep me content with 

what I do have.
•	 Help me keep the friends that push me closer to You and let go 

of  the friends who are dragging me away from You.
•	 Help me to love and forgive others, even when it hurts.
•	 Allow me to be a lighthouse to point those in this world to You. 
•	 Don’t ever let marriage, a family, a hobby or a job replace You 

as the Lord of  my life.
•	 Help me be a person of  character when people are watching 

and when they are not.
•	 Keep me faithful to the commitments I’ve made to you in my 

lifetime.
•	 Shatter any dream I have that is not Yours.

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to Your pleasure and disposal.  
All I ask is that I primarily delight in You and Your glory!

      Amen.

A Prayer For Adults
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Practical Steps
Some of  the greatest revelation of  God’s glory is seen, not in what we 
know, but in what we do.  God isn’t that excited about head knowledge 
unless it leads to action.  Unfortunately, much of  what we learn as 
Christians leads us to head knowledge.  We “know” a lot about Christ 
and Christianity, but we do little for advancing His kingdom.  

The question posed in this chapter is, “What are you going to do 
differently as a result of  having read this book?  How is God’s glory 
going to be revealed in your life in a practical way?”

A couple of  years ago my son, Luke, introduced me to a new Bible 
study method called the Discover Bible Study (DBS).  It is a very simple 
Bible study method where any passage (with about ten to fifteen verses)
can be chosen. Then six questions are discussed by all the people in the 
study.  The questions are:

1. What did you like about the passage?
2. What did you not like about the passage?
3. What does it teach you about people?
4. What does it teach you about God?
5. What do you think God wants you to do or obey from this 

passage?
6. Who are you going to tell?

There are several wonderful things about this Bible study method.  One 
is that you don’t have to be a Bible scholar to lead such a group.  I 

19Chapter



150

taught this Bible study method (and many other things) at the YWAM 
base in Richmond, Virginia, back in December of  2013.  When I asked 
for feedback on what impacted them the most out of  all of  my teaching, 
one of  the key responses was, “I thought I had to study the Bible for 
years before I could teach it.  Now I can do it on my own starting 
tomorrow.”

Another wonderful element to it is that a pastor isn’t needed.  Anyone 
can start a group like this.  And on top of  that, no preparation is 
needed.  You simply need a Bible and these six questions in front of  
you!  It is best to work with a small group—about three to ten people.  
All of  this allows it to spread and multiply rapidly.

But one of  the greatest reasons my son and I like this Bible study 
is because of  question number five.  The fifth question is the most 
important.  “What are you going to do with what you’ve learned?”  Jesus 
loves for us to obey.  (Remember chapter nine when we talked about 
obedience and insight?)

Find another section in your gray matter to remember this key detail:  
obedience is what Jesus is looking for, not merely knowledge.  Head 
knowledge for the sake of  head knowledge won’t produce obedience.  
(Unfortunately, this is what most churches are doing.) Jesus is never 
impressed with mere head knowledge or theology.  He doesn’t say, “I’m 
coming back to reward you for your theology.” Nor does He say, “I’m 
coming back to reward you for what you know.”  He does say, “I’m 
coming back to reward you for what you have done.”118

So, if  this book is all about head knowledge, then it is worthless.  But if  
there is something that can be practical, what is it?

Although there are no “action steps” found in this book, I believe the 
knowledge gained here can lead to a very practical way of  living—which 
includes loving, joyful obedience.  But it is not found in “what can I do 
with this knowledge?”  But rather, “What can I learn from this so I will 
be living my life in a way that glorifies God in greater ways?”  Therein 
lies the key.

#1: Focus on Eternity Future
One of  the biggest pieces of  head knowledge that can revolutionize a 
118 Revelation 22:12
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person is knowing the ultimate goal of  what God is up to.  God wants 
us to be the bride of  Christ and rule and reign with His Son over the 
universe.  Wow!  If  that’s the ultimate goal of  what heaven is all about, I 
need to focus on that.  It also makes my vision of  God so much bigger!  
He’s no longer a God sitting up in heaven simply watching and not really 
participating.  He has a goal for me—a big goal—a HUGE GOAL.  I 
want to be sure I’m there and that I will live a faithful, obedient life to 
all that God asks of  me.  This helps me lovingly and joyfully obey the 
Scriptures!  I’m now motivated to live for Christ in whole new ways!

This helps us lovingly and joyfully obey the Scripture which says:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God.  
(Colossians 3:1)

If  I want to be sitting on Christ’s throne and ruling with Him 
throughout eternity, I’m not going to let materialism get to me.  I’m not 
going to let the lust of  the flesh get to me.  I’m not going to try to “keep 
up with the Joneses.”  I’m simply going to joyfully obey the Lord, so that 
I can be found faithful and hear the words “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.”  I will purposefully avoid everything else.

One of  my consistent prayers is, “Lord, cause me to finish strong.  I 
can’t do this by myself.  You have to do it through me.”

#2: Obedience
A second bit of  information that is extremely helpful is to realize that 
we need to obey what God has placed right in front of  us.  It has been 
said, “I’d rather have a believer who only knows 5% of  God’s Word but 
obeys 100% of  what they know, then have a believer who knows 100% 
of  God’s Word but obeys only one percent of  it.”  Remember Luke 
12:48, “to whom much has been given, much is required.”  

You constantly need to be asking, “How am I lovingly and joyfully 
obeying what God has revealed to me?”  Please note the word “joyfully.”  
God doesn’t want us moping around obeying Him.  How does that 
glorify God?  It doesn’t.  He wants us joyfully obeying Him.  This is why 
God gives this word to His people:

Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully 
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and gladly in the time of  prosperity, therefore in hunger 
and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve 
the enemies the LORD sends against you. He will put 
an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you.  
(Deuteronomy 28:47,48)

If  you are finding a person struggling and you want to help them, a 
great place to start is, “What do you know right now that God wants 
you to obey?”  And then encourage them to take that first step of  
obedience.  If  they obey, God will reveal the second step.  Once they 
obey that, then the third.  Their insight will progressively grow from 
there.

This is why James wrote: 

If  anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t 
do it, it is sin for them.  (James 4:17)

#3: Freedom
A third thing we need to know is that joyfully loving God and 
obeying Him produces freedom (not slavery) and that glorifies God 
tremendously.  Remember, it is all about God’s glory.  And joyfully 
obeying God yields a glory that cannot be seen any other way.  Yet since 
it is all about God and not us, this brings forth a “win/win” scenario.  
God gets great glory.  We get great joy! 

Hank Hough is a friend of  mine who runs “Kingdom Dog Ministries” 
out of  Houston, Texas.  He uses his champion black labs to help 
children in schools learn about obedience and a host of  other principles.  
He’ll start by going into a school gymnasium packed with kids on 
the floor.  He will walk in with his dog right beside him and the kids 
instantly know something is different.  Hank will address it.

“What do you notice different about my dog?” he’ll ask.

They’ll reply, “He’s not on a leash.”  

“That’s right,” Hank will say.  “I’ve got a lot of  wonderful things to 
share with you today, but you’ve already picked up on one of  the 
greatest.  The reason my dog is not on a leash is because he knows my 
voice and he obeys me.  He knows it’s not about him.  And because he 
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obeys me, he’s free.  Now listen kids, if  he didn’t obey me, what would I 
have to do?”

“Put him on a leash?” they would ask.

“That’s right, I’d put him on a leash.  He’d probably be tied to some tree 
barking and clawing at any car that goes by or any person, trying to scare 
them.  In doing that, he’d be feeling that chain dig into his skin around 
his neck.  He’d be angry, mad and frustrated trying to get his way.  But 
because he obeys me, he doesn’t need a chain.  Kids, listen up.  When 
you obey your teachers, when you obey your parents, when you obey 
God, you are free!  I hope you learn that lesson for the rest of  your life.” 

Joyfully and lovingly obeying God yields true freedom!  No wonder 
Jesus said in John 8:32, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”

#4: Enjoy God’s Mercy
Fourthly, knowing that we are “bound to sin” just so that God can 
have mercy on us is freeing as well.  It doesn’t free us from our own 
responsibility since we choose sin of  our own free will—we are held 
accountable.  But it does free us to realize that when we blow it—
when we sin and can’t forgive ourselves—God is right there next to us 
excited—not because of  our sin—but because He gets to show mercy.  
He’s saying, “Don’t you realize the whole reason I bound you to this was 
so that I could have mercy on you?  Let Me have mercy on you, and you 
should have mercy on yourself  as well!”  

This simple knowledge can free us from the ball and chain of  guilt that 
sin can produce.  Though we are responsible for our sin, if  we grovel 
in it and don’t forgive ourselves, we are defeating the very reasons why 
God bound us to sin.  We are bound to sin, not so that we can feel 
guilty, but so that God can forgive us and have mercy on us (Romans 
11:32).  It’s time to stop beating ourselves up.

This is why Paul, after wrestling with His own sinfulness in Romans 
chapter 7—doing the very sin He did not want to do—starts chapter 8 
with these words:

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of  
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the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of  
sin and death.  (Romans 8:1-2)

For some of  you, it’s time to forgive yourself.  Break free from the ball 
and chain of  guilt that has been attached to you for so long.  Though 
you were responsible for your sin, God is just waiting to lavish on you 
His mercy and grace.  And if  He has completely forgiven you, you can 
forgive yourself  as well.  

#5: Sovereignty and Hope
Another amazing bit of  information that can bring great peace to our 
lives and allow us to act differently (to obey) is found in the purpose of  
the Evil One.  The simple knowledge that there is not an eternal dual 
between good and evil is extremely freeing.  Knowing that Satan was 
created—and created for a purpose—is even more freeing.  All of  this 
allows two things to happen.

First, it allows us to rest in God’s sovereignty in any and every situation 
in which we find ourselves.  If  evil has somehow found its way into 
our lives or the lives of  those we love, God allowed it.  And if  God 
allowed it, God is going to use it for His glory.  (He won’t allow you to 
be tempted beyond what you can take.119)  Our goal is to find out how 
that glory can be seen. Knowing that God is completely sovereign over 
Satan’s actions and that God wants to use it for His glory is wonderfully 
liberating.  It gives us peace, which is obedience-oriented.    The words 
of  Colossians 3:15 are a command, “Let the peace of  Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of  one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful.”  It’s tough to let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts if  you 
don’t know that God is absolutely sovereign over evil.  

Second, it allows us to hope.  If  we find ourselves ailing with a 
permanent physical disability, we need to realize that God is still in 
control.  Though it is tough now, God has a purpose for it and God 
wants to use that for His glory.  This is what Paul was saying to the 
Romans in chapter 12, verse 12:  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.”  And having hope that God is going to use everything 
in our lives today to prepare us for an eternal blessing in Eternity Future, 
is worthy of  patience.  We can have this patience because the payoff  
will be eternal, and far greater than anything we could have hoped or 
imagined.  This is why Paul said, “I consider that our present sufferings 
119 1 Corinthians 10:13
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are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”120

Rest in God’s sovereignty over evil.

#6: Experiencing God’s Love
Another knowledge byte that can impact us greatly is the idea that our 
infinite God is pure love and has an infinite amount of  love for each 
one of  us.  He is love, and love loves to love. We do not have to “share 
God’s Love” with others.  Seeking to talk to God is not like calling tech 
support where you get an automated recording that says, “Your wait 
time it expected to be 30 minutes.”  Not only is God ready to listen 
to you right now this very moment, but there is an infinite amount of  
God’s attention ready to act on your behalf.  “Obeying” this knowledge 
simply means you will be able to go to God knowing He’s there for you.  
This is why the writer of  Hebrews writes:

Let us then approach God’s throne of  grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of  need.  (Hebrews 4:16)

#7: Consequences
There is more about Satan’s rebellion that can also be helpful.   From 
his fall, we learn that we too have a free will and can choose whatever 
we want, but it is God who chooses the consequences.  I’m sure Satan 
never wanted to be cast out of  the presence of  God.  But God did cast 
him out.  That should bring tremendous fear into our hearts and help us 
to realize that:

•	 Yes, you can cheat on your test, but God will choose the 
consequences.

•	 Yes, you can slander your friends, but God will choose the 
consequences.

•	 Yes, you can disobey your parents, but God will choose the 
consequences.

•	 Yes, you can drive way over the speed limit, but God will 
choose the consequences.

•	 Yes, you can cheat on your taxes, but God will choose the 
consequences. 

•	 Yes, you can sleep around, but God will choose the 
consequences.

•	 Yes, you can do drugs, but God will choose the consequences.
120 Romans 8:18
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•	 Yes, you can verbally and physically abuse people, but God will 
choose the consequences.

Yet, if  we obey God’s laws and walk according to His plans, we have 
God’s other consequences—consequences that are good.  We will be in 
the center of  God’s will and His blessings will continue to fall upon us.  
He has made an everlasting commitment to never stop doing good to 
us.121  

Consequences are a part of  life.  Obedience yields good consequences.  
Disobedience yields bad consequences.  This, too, is a part of  what God 
chooses to do.

#8: Give Him Lordship
The joyful obedience that you want will never be experienced until you 
fully and wholeheartedly yield to the One who has had plans for you 
from the beginning of  time.  If  you skipped over it, go back.  Pray the 
prayer.  Yield completely to Him.

#9: Start a Book Study
A last and final call to joyful obedience is found in the entire premise 
of  the book.  If  Eternity Future is really about God wanting to put 
His grace and glory on display, if  we really are going to sit with Jesus 
on His throne and rule and reign with Him over the universe—this is 
unbelievably good!  And if  it is so unbelievably good, we should be 
yielding completely to Him.  Our worship should be full and rich!  We 
should be giving thanks in all things.  We should be giving Him Lordship 
in every area of  our lives.  

With this knowledge, we too should be telling others this incredible 
news.  This could change the entire way you tell others about God.  It 
may change from, “Hey, you’re a sinner and you’re going to hell” to 
“Did you know that God has prepared a kingdom for you to rule over?  
He prepared it for you before you were born.  But your choices have 
separated you from that.   Wouldn’t you like to get back to the goal God 
has for you?” 

I think many more people would respond to this message far better than 

121 Jeremiah 32:40
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the people-centered message of  “Hey, you’re going to hell….”

Now that you’ve read this, why not get three friends and start a book 
study around this book?  Get them to discover their ultimate destiny.  
Help them see what you’ve now learned.  In doing so, you’ll learn so 
much more by sharing it!

v   v   v

In what I’ve learned about God’s purposes, I’ve concluded something 
very simple:  

We have a God worth living for. 
We have a God is worth suffering for. 

We have a God is worth dying for.  

I encourage you to give Him your entire life.  Obey Him even when 
you’re not sure why.  Simply trust and obey.

So, have you gained anything practical from this book?  I hope so.  It 
was written to not only help you understand why God created any and 
everything, but to also encourage you to obey the Most High God.   He 
is worthy of  our very lives!

Never forget, it all starts with God’s glory, it all ends with God’s glory, 
and everything in between points to His glory!

Glory to God!
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EPILOGUE

I hope you have been greatly encouraged in your vision of  the majesty of  
God.  The plans He has allowed us to see in His Word are fascinating, 
brilliant and beyond description.  I know how my personal life has been 
greatly challenged and encouraged by these verses.  But I do want you to 
know one thing.

Everything you have read is not incorrect, but it is incomplete.  There is 
much more to tell.  I had thought of  putting it all in this book, but felt 
(rightly or wrongly) that the Lord wanted these ideas in two separate 
books.  As a result, I have written a second book.  It is titled If  I’m Saved 
By Grace, Why Bother With Works?

Please, please follow up this reading with this second book.  Through 
this second book, you will see that what is written here is purposely 
worded very carefully.  There is much that is missing.    As much as it 
is possible to convey to you, this is not a sale’s pitch.  It is a theological 
pitch.  I want you to stand before God knowing fully the heart and 
meaning of  If  I’m Saved By Grace, Why Bother With Works?.

This second book helps you to see the difference between grace and 
works.  In a nutshell, it challenges you from God’s Word that, though 
salvation is a free gift from God, our inheritance of  ruling and reigning 
is earned through our works here on this earth.  The subtitle of  the 
book is “Learn to work for your eternal inheritance, not your salvation.”

May God allow you the time to invest so that you may hear the words, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”


